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Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar 
during inspection ahead 
of the 'Cauvery Aarti', at 
the Krishnarajasagar (KRS) 
premises in Bengaluru

People stand near the 
Darjeeling Himalayan 
Railway (DHR) train that 
derailed and overturned 
near Sukuna, in Siliguri

IAF officials stand near 
a  MiG-21 on display at 
the newly-inaugurated 
Indian Air Force museum, 
at the Headquarters 
Maintenance Command 
(HQMC) in Nagpur

Haryana Chief Minister 
Nayab Saini during 
inauguration of Cyclothon 
2 organised with 
resolution of making 
Haryana drug-free, in Jind
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A tourist holds umbrella to shield herself from the 
scorching sun on a hot summer day, in Hyderabad

Flesh trade racket operating from spa  
busted in Thane
THANE: The Anti-Human Trafficking Cell (AHTC) of the 
Thane city crime branch has busted a sex racket operating 
under the guise of a spa on Ghodbunder  Road in 
Kasarwadavli area and arrested three persons, an official 
said.  Acting on a tip-off and complaint, police raided 
`Wellness and Spa' on Thursday, said Sailesh Salvi, a police 
spokesperson. The AHTC team rescued seven women and 
shifted them to a rescue home for rehabilitation while 
arresting two women and a man. An FIR was registered 
against the arrested trio under section 143 (trafficking 
of persons) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and  
sections of the Prevention of Immoral Trafficking Act 
(PITA) with Kasarwadavli police station. The police did not 
disclose the identities of the arrested persons.  

NEHU student leader, accomplices attack Hindi 
professor in Shillong
SHILLONG: A Hindi teacher at the North Eastern Hill 
University (NEHU) here sustained minor injuries after a 
student leader and his accomplices allegedly locked him 
inside his office chamber and attacked him with scissors, 
police said on Friday. The incident took place on Thursday 
evening when Professor Alok Singh was in his office, and 
the NEHU student leader and his accomplices attacked 
him, they added. East Khasi Hills district SP said police 
have received an FIR filed by the teacher in this regard 
and a case will be filed.  He said that during the incident, 
the students physically assaulted him and threatened 
to kill him by holding a scissors to his neck. The teacher 
urged police to take action and ensure his safety on the 
university campus. The attack was condemned by the 
varsity teachers.

Ambedkar's statue damaged in UP
SULTANPUR (UP): A statue of Bhimrao Ambedkar was 
damaged here in the Motigarpur area, police said on 
Friday. "The miscreants broke the fingers of the statue and 
damaged its shoulder on Thursday night," said Vijay Singh, 
station house officer (SHO), Motigarpur Police Station.
The statue, erected in 1990, is situated on the banks of 
canal Sharda Sahayak Khand-16. Upon receiving news of 
the vandalism on Friday morning, Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) workers gathered at the site to protest. A police 
team arrived at the scene and assured the protesters 
that a case would be registered against the culprits. The 
SHO said that a case has been registered based on the 
complaint filed by Sugriv Buddh, and an investigation is 
currently underway.   

4.5 kg RDX, weapons recovered in Amritsar
CHANDIGARH: A cache of arms and explosives, including 
4.5 kg of RDX, was recovered by Punjab Police and Border 
Security Force (BSF) from a village in Amritsar on Friday, 
officials said. The recovery was made during a search 
operation. Two packets were recovered from a field in 
Amritsar's Sahowal village during the search operation 
conducted by Punjab Police and BSF. Upon opening these 
packets, four 9 mm pistols, five hand grenades, eight 
magazines, 220 rounds, two remote controls and a battery 
charger were found, a police official said. The security 
forces also recovered 4.50 kg of RDX, the official said.

Two killed, four injured in tempo-car  
collision in UP’s Budaun
BUDAUN (UP): Two people, including a minor, were 
killed and four injured in a head-on collision between a 
tempo and a car here on Friday, police said. The incident 
occurred ?on the Bareilly-?Dataganj road near Brahmpur 
village. The tempo was headed to Bareilly. "The tempo 
carrying a family collided with the oncoming car. The 
impact caused both vehicles to overturn," Dataganj police 
station in-charge Gaurav Bishnoi said. He said the tempo 
was carrying Janardan Singh (44), a resident of Chutmuri 
village in Dataganj tehsil, along with his wife Preeti, his 
sister-in-law Shivani, and Shivani's daughters Santosh (12) 
and Lado (3).

Three college students drown at Aliyar 
reservoir during trip
COIMBATORE (TAMIL NADU): Three college students 
drowned near the popular Aliyar reservoir on Friday, 
turning a fun trip into a tragedy. The victims, aged 21, 
19, and 21, were recovered, and their families have 
been notified, police said. According to the police, 29 
physiotherapy students from a college in Chennai had 
arrived to visit the popular tourist spots in Aliyar and 
Valparai. "This morning, at around 9 am, the students 
were visiting the nearby Aliyar reservoir. One of the boys, 
while bathing, fell into a deep area near a bridge," police 
told PTI.

PTI, SRINAGAR:  
The Pahalgam ter-
ror attack will not 
affect the annual 
Amarnath pilgrim-
age which passes 
through the south 
Kashmir tourist re-
sort, Deputy Chief 
Minister Surinder 
Choudhary said on 
Friday. Pahalgam is 
one of the key base 
camps for the annu-
al Amarnath yatra 
and falls on the 
traditional 43-km 
route leading to the 
3,880 metre high 
cave shrine in south 
Kashmir Himalayas.

"Amarnath yatra 
is a religious event. 
Those who want to 
come for Amarnath 
yatra will come of 
their own will. Some 
people go to Kedar-
nath and some do 
not go because there 
is snow... The yatra 
shall not be affect-
ed just because of 

the Pahalgam terror 
attack," Choudhary 
told PTI Videos in an 
interview.

Terrorists struck 
at a prime tourist 
location in Pahalgam 
in south Kashmir 
on Tuesday, killing 
at least 26 people, 
mostly tourists, and 
injuring several oth-
ers.

The Jammu and 

Kashmir deputy 
chief minister said 
while the Pahalgam 
terror attack was a 
big incident, it can-
not shake the foun-
dations of rich cul-
ture and tradition in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

"Kashmiris will 
themselves facil-
itate the yatra as 
they have been do-
ing over the years. 

I understand that 
innocent (tourists) 
have lost their lives 
but we cannot forget 
that there are peo-
ple like Adil, a horse 
owner, who lost his 
life while saving 
the tourists. Jammu 
Kashmir has a rich 
culture," Choudhary 
said.

"This act of terror 
in Pahalgam, though 

it was big, cannot 
shake the founda-
tions of brotherhood 
in Jammu and Kash-
mir," he said.

The annual Amar-
nath yatra is sched-
uled to commence 
on July 3 and culmi-
nate on August 9 this 
year.

On the fallout of 
the Pahalgam attack 
on tourism in Kash-
mir, Choudhary said, 
"We did not want the 
tourists to leave in 
the aftermath of the 
Pahalgam attack. We 
wanted the tourists 
to complete their 
tour which they had 
planned.

"However, we 
have provided all 
possible assistance 
to the tourists who 
wanted to return. At 
the same time we 
have asked people 
to tell their govern-
ments to ensure the 
safety of people of 

Amarnath yatra will not be affected by 
Pahalgam attack: J&K Depuy CM

PTI, GANGTOK:  Around 
1,100 tourists strand-
ed in north Sikkkm's 
Chungthang town follow-
ing landslides were evacu-
ated by the authorities on 
Friday, while 1,800 others 
are awaiting rescue from 
two other popular hill sta-
tions in Mangan district, 
officials said.

The administration is 
bringing the evacuated 
travellers to the state cap-
ital Gangtok, around 100 
km from Chungthang.

Those tourists, who 
spent Thursday night in 
a gurdwara, left in about 
200 vehicles, officials said.

From Chungthang, the 
vehicles reached Mangan, 
the district headquarters, 
via a reconstructed bai-
ley bridge at Sangkalang 
which was opened for traf-
fic movement.

Officials said that efforts 
were also on to clear the 
roads as fast as possible 

to evacuate around 1,800 
other tourists stuck in La-
chung and Lachen.

Roads to Lachen and 
Lachung remained closed 
due to mudslides caused 
by heavy rainfall on Thurs-
day evening.

Tourists need to travel 
via Chungthang to reach 
Lachung and Lachen, 
hill stations known for 
their natural beauty and 

proximity to popular 
tourist destinations like 
Gurudongmar Lake and 
Yumthang Valley.

The district adminis-
tration has made all nec-
essary arrangements to 
ensure the well-being of 
the tourists stranded in 
Lachung and Lachen.

Meanwhile, Sikkim Gov-
ernor Om Prakash Mathur 
said that all tourists are 

safe in various places in 
north Sikkim.

Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang has been 
personally supervising 
the rescue operations of 
the stranded tourists, he 
said.

In a related develop-
ment, the Mangan district 
administration has an-
nounced suspension of 
all tourist permits for the 
time being.

Permits already issued 
for travel have been de-
clared invalid, officials 
said, adding the tour oper-
ators have been instructed 
not to send any tourists 
northward until further 
notice.

Landslides have oc-
curred at Munshithang on 
the Lachen-Chungthang 
road and at Lema/Bob on 
the Lachung-Chungthang 
road. The situation was 
aggravated due to continu-
ous rain in the region.

Over 1,100 stranded tourists evacuated in 
landslide-hit Sikkim, 1,800 others await rescue

PTI, UDHAGAMANDA-
LAM (TAMIL NADU):  
Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Friday ap-
pealed to Vice Chancel-
lors of universities to 
design education curric-
ulum to prepare students 
to lead the change and 
define its trajectory. Also, 
he urged them to engage 
themselves in sharing 
with one another, use 

technology, and not 'be 
an island in yourselves.'

"It is not time to be 
standalone because 
this challenge has to 
be fixed. And we have 
no time," the Vice 
President said while 
addressing the inau-
gural session of the 
two-day conference 
of Vice Chancellors of 
state, central and pri-

vate universities that 
commenced at the Raj 
Bhavan here.

"Our curriculum must 
be designed to prepare 
students not just to re-
spond to change, but to 
lead the change and to de-
fine its trajectory," he said. 

Our administrative 
structures must be the 
guiding principle to oth-
ers, he stressed.

Design education curriculum to make 
students lead change, VP Dhankhar tells VCs

Tourists at the Pahalgam area, days after at least 26 people, mostly tourists, 
were killed in a terror attack

Jammu and Kashmir who are 
studying or working in their 
states because an ordinary 
Kashmiri has no role in these 
incidents," he said.

On the role of Pakistan in 
terror activities in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the deputy chief 
minister said Islamabad will 
have to introspect why fin-
gers are always pointed at 
it whenever anything goes 
wrong.

Stranded tourists being evacuated following landslides, near 
Gangtok, Sikkim

PTI, RAIPUR:  Risking his 
own life, a Kashmiri tour-
ist guide saved the lives of 
children from a group of 
tourists from Chhattisgarh 
when terrorists struck in 
Pahalgam on Tuesday.

Nazakat Ahmad Shah 
(28) was acting as a 
guide to a group of 11, 
four couples and three 
children, from Manen-
dragarh-Chirmiri-Bharat-

pur district in Chhattis-
garh during their Kashmir 
trip.

Shah's cousin was killed 
in the attack that claimed 
the lives of 26 persons, he 
told PTI over the phone on 
Thursday.

Arvind Agrawal, one 
of the tourists, posted 
pictures of him and his 
daughter with Shah on his 
social media handle and 

wrote, "You saved our lives 
by risking your own. We 
will never be able to repay 
the debt of Nazakat Bhai." 

As per his Facebook pro-
file, Agrawal is a member 
of the Bharatiya Janata 
Yuva Morcha- a youth wing 
of the BJP.

Besides the Agrawals, 
the families of Kuldeep St-
hapak, Shivansh Jain and 
Happy Wadhavan were 
part of the group.

Shah sold shawls in 
Chirmiri town of Chhat-
tisgarh in the winter and 
knew these families.

"They reached Jammu 
on April 17, and I received 
them and took them to 
Kashmir in two vehicles. I 
took them to Srinagar, Gul-
marg, Sonmarg, and in the 
last leg, we decided to visit 
Pahalgam," he said.

Humanity trumps terror: Kashmiri guide saves 
lives of children of Chhattisgarh tourists

"Pahalgam was to be the 
last venue as my village is 
close by, and I wanted to 
host them because Kash-
miris have a passion for 
hospitality," Shah said.

"We reached Baisran 


