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PTI, NEW DELHI: Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu 
will attend the state fu-
neral of Pope Francis in 
Vatican City this week, 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said on 
Thursday.

Murmu will pay a 
two-day visit to Vatican 
City beginning Friday.

"President Droupadi 
Murmu will be visiting 
Vatican City on April 25 
to 26 to attend the state 
funeral of Pope Francis 
and offer condolences 
on behalf of the govern-
ment and people of In-
dia," the MEA said.

Francis, who was the 
first non-European Pope 
in nearly 1,300 years, 
died on Easter Monday. 
He was 88.  

"Pope Francis will be 
remembered as a beacon 
of compassion, humility 
and spiritual courage 
by millions across the 
world," the MEA said. 
Murmu will pay homage 
to Pope Francis by lay-
ing a wreath at Basilica 
of Saint Peter in Vatican 
City on Friday, it said.

"On April 26, the 

President Murmu to 
represent India at 

funeral of Pope Francis
president will attend the 
funeral Mass of His Holi-
ness Pope Francis at Saint 
Peter's Square in Vatican 
City, which will be attended 
by dignitaries from around 
the world," the MEA said in 
a statement.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
air at Jawaharlal Nehru 

University crackled with 
energy as drums rolled, 

slogans roared, and flags 
fluttered during the 
presidential debate for 
the JNU Students' Union 
elections — a spectacle 
that blended political 
theatre with passionate 
student activism.

From cries of "Kashmir 
hamara hai" and "Hindu 
lives matter" by ABVP to 
chants of "Azadi" and the 
sight of a Palestinian flag 
by AISA in solidarity, the 
amphitheatre turned into 
a mini-parliament of In-
dia's most politically con-
scious campus.

Every inch of the venue 
told a story. Handwritten 
posters demanded an-
swers, "Where is our hos-
tel?" one asked. Some bore 

portraits of Nehru, faded 
but firm, peeking from 
the crowd as reminders of 
the university's roots. The 
Election Committee fre-
quently had to intervene 
as the deafening clash 
of dhaplis, drums, and 
chants drowned out the  
microphones.

The debate began at 
11:30 pm on Wednesday 
and stretched into the 
early hours of Thurs-
day, concluding around 
4 am. All 13 candidates 
were allotted 10 min-
utes each to present 
their views, turning the 
campus amphitheatre 
into a charged arena of 
ideological face-offs and  
political expression.

Explosive presidential debate 
sets JNU abuzz ahead of polls


