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AIMIM MP 
Asaduddin Owaisi 
addresses the 
media regarding 
the Pahalgam terror 
attack, in Hyderabad

TMC MP Yusuf Pathan 
during a meeting with 
Islamic religious leaders 
in the wake of the 
Murshidabad violence, at 
Berhampore, West Bengal

Samajwadi Party (SP) 
President Akhilesh 
Yadav addresses a press 
conference at the party 
office in Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh

AICC National 
Coordinator Charan Singh 
Sapra being felicitated 
with an Assamese ‘japi’ at 
Rajiv Bhawan in Nagaon 
district of Assam

CRIES OF ANGUISH
PTI

PTI, NEW DELHI: Lead-
ers across party lines on 
Thursday assured their 
support to the government 
in taking decisive action 
against terrorism and de-
stroying terror camps, even 
as they flagged security 
lapses in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Pahalgam, where 26 
people were gunned down 
by terrorists.

During an all-party meet-
ing to discuss the April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack, 
the government said it was 
taking all measures to en-
sure security. It noted that 
the attack was aimed at vi-
tiating the atmosphere at 
a time when the economy 
was on the upswing and 
tourism was booming in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The government did not 
spell out any kind of action 
against terrorism during 
the meeting and the oppo-
sition also did not seek any 
such details.

After the meeting, all 
leaders assured their full 
support to any government 
action against the perpe-
trators of the terror attack.

Parliamentary Affairs 

Minister Kiren Rijiju said 
everyone agreed that India 
should fight terror united-
ly and all parties said that 
they are with the govern-
ment in this fight.

All political parties have 
given this message and 
their leaders have said in 
one voice that whatever 
step the government takes, 
they will support it.

Leader of Opposition in 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 

said everyone at the meet-
ing unequivocally con-
demned the terror attack 
and offered full support to 
the government. He also 
raised the issue of security 
lapses at the tourist spot, 
asking why no security 
personnel were deputed 
there, sources said.

Leader of Opposition 
in Rajya Sabha and Con-
gress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge said there has 

been a security lapse and 
the government did not act 
promptly after the attack.

"We will support the 
government decision in the 
best interest of the nation," 
he said.

TMC's Sudip Bandyopa-
dhyay demanded that the 
prime minister convene a 
meeting of all party chiefs 
at the earliest.

Sanjay Singh said all par-
ties demanded action by 

the government for the de-
struction of terror camps.

Bandhyopadhyay said 
the issue of possible se-
curity lapses was also dis-
cussed but the opposition 
assured that it was with 
the government in the fight 
against terrorism.

"The nation must be total-
ly united in this fight to elim-
inate terrorism," he said.

The government briefed 
leaders of various political 
parties on the Pahalgam 
terror attack and heard 
their views at the all-party 
meeting here.

At the beginning of the 
meeting, a moment of si-
lence was observed for the 
victims of the attack.

While Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh initiated the 
discussion at the meet-
ing, Intelligence Bureau 
Director Tapan Deka gave 
all leaders a 20-minute 
briefing on the attack and 
how it happened. Later, he 
answered the questions of 
several leaders and Home 
Minister Amit Shah joined 
him in answering the que-
ries.

External Affairs Minis-

Leaders seek action against terror 
camps, assure govt of full support

ALL-PARTY MEET ON PAHALGAM

ter S Jaishankar and Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man were also present at the 
meeting from the govern-
ment's side.

Besides Kharge and Gan-
dhi, Leader of the House in 
Rajya Sabha and BJP presi-
dent J P Nadda attended the 
meeting which was chaired 
by Rajnath Singh.

Others who attended the 
meeting included NCP-SP's 
Supriya Sule, NCP's Praful Pa-
tel, AIMIM's Asaduddin Owai-
si, BJD's Sasmit Patra, TDP's 
Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu, 
Shiv Sena's Shrikant Shin-
de, RJD's Premchand Gupta, 
DMK's Tiruchi Siva and SP's 
Ram Gopal Yadav.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar leaves the Ministry of External Affairs at South Block for an 
all-party meeting in New Delhi, on Thursday

PTI, NEW DELHI: Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge said the opposition 
raised the issue of Prime 
Minister Modi's absence at 
Thursday's crucial all-party 
meeting on the Pahalgam 
terror attack as well as the 
"security lapse" in the inci-
dent but extended full sup-
port to the government in 
dealing with terrorism.

Kharge said everyone 
present at the meeting con-
demned the attack, which 
claimed 26 lives, and oppo-
sition parties asserted that 
they will fully cooperate 
with the govt on this issue 
to give a message that the 
country is united.

Kharge said the Congress 

pointed out that PM Modi 
should have joined the meet-
ing because he has the pow-
er to take the final decision.

"We emphasised that 
his (PM's) presence is im-
portant as he can take de-
cisions but they (govern-
ment) said that they will 
explain (or brief) later. We 
said explaining is one thing 
and taking a decision by 
hearing things first hand 
is another," the Congress 
president said.

"Secondly, we raised the 
question about the security 
lapse... There is three-tier 
security but in spite of that, 
how did such a lapse take 
place and a lot of innocents 
have died," Kharge said.

Raised Modi’s absence at 
all-party meet: Kharge

Expressed support for whatever action 
government takes

Family members of Madhusudan Rao, who was killed in the Pahalgam terror attack, mourn after his mortal remains arrived at the 
Chennai airport, early Thursday

India briefs 
envoys of 

G20 nations
PTI, NEW DELHI: India 
on Thursday briefed 
New Delhi-based en-
voys of almost all G20 
nations and those from 
its strategic partners on 
the dastardly Pahalgam 
terror attack and its 
link to cross-border ter-
rorism, people familiar 
with the matter said.

Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri apprised 
the diplomats about var-
ious aspects of Tuesday's 
terror attack that killed 
26 people and India's 
firm policy of ‘zero toler-
ance’ against terrorism, 
they said. Envoys of G20 
member nations such as 
the US, the UK, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Russia, Australia, Indo-
nesia and China attend-
ed the briefing. Envoys 
of India's close strategic 
partners including the 
UAE, Qatar and Malaysia 
also joined it.

PTI, NEW DELHI/ JAI-
PUR: The Enforcement Di-
rectorate Thursday arrest-
ed Congress leader and 
former Rajasthan minister 
Mahesh Joshi in a money 
laundering case linked 
to alleged irregularities 
in the Jal Jeevan Mission 
scheme, officials said.

Joshi, 70, was taken into 
custody under the Pre-
vention of Money Laun-
dering Act by the federal 
probe agency after about 
seven-eight hours of 
questioning at its office in 
Jaipur, they said.

He is expected to be 
produced before a special 

PMLA court in Jaipur on 
Friday where the ED will 
seek his remand for sus-
tained interrogation.

The ED's money laun-
dering case stems from an 
FIR registered by Rajast-
han's Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau to probe the alleged 
irregularities in the scheme 
that aims to provide safe 
and adequate drinking wa-
ter through household tap 
connections.

The scheme was being 
implemented in Rajast-
han by the state's Public 
Health Engineering De-
partment during the pre-
vious Ashok Gehlot govt. 

ED arrests former 
Rajasthan minister 

Mahesh Joshi

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Congress leader and former Rajasthan minister Mahesh 
Joshi being taken for medical checkup after his arrest by the 
ED in Jaipur, on Thursday

PTI, NARAYANPUR/ KA-
WARDHA: Six Naxalites, 
including a couple, carry-
ing a cumulative bounty of 
Rs 17 lakh on their heads, 
surrendered before securi-
ty forces in two districts of 
Chhattisgarh on Thursday, 
officials said. 

While four Naxalites sur-
rendered in Narayanpur 
district, the couple laid 
down arms in Kawardha 
town in Kabirdham dis-
trict, they said.

The four Naxalites – 
Sameer Kashyap, Baisakhu 
Nureti alias Devlal alias 
Amit, Phulmati alias Phu-
lo and Kamal Singh alias 
Kamalesh Usendi – turned 
themselves in citing disap-
pointment with the "hol-
low" and "inhuman" Maoist 
ideology and growing dif-
ferences within the Maoist 
outfit, a police official said.

They were active in the 
Kutul Area Committee of the 
Naxal organisation, he said.

Amit, who carried a re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh, was 
active as a press team 
commander/Area Com-
mittee Member (ACM) of 
the outlawed Maoist outfit,  
he added.

Kashyap was Maad Divi-
sion Communication team 
Commander, Phulo was 
Local Organisation Squad 
(LOS) as well as press team 
member and Kamlesh was 
a militia member, the offi-
cial said. Kashyap had a re-
ward of Rs 3 lakh and two 
others carried a bounty 
of Rs 1 lakh each on their 
heads, he added.

They were also im-
pressed by the state gov-
ernment's 'Niyad Nella-
nar' (your good village) 
scheme, aimed at facilitat-
ing development works in 
remote villages around se-
curity camps, he said, add-
ing that 101 Naxalites have 
quit violence in the district 
so far this year.

The surrendered Naxal-
ites were provided assis-
tance of Rs 50,000 each 
and will be further reha-
bilitated as per the govern-
ment's policy, he said. 

The couple, who surren-
dered in Kabirdham, was 
identified as Ramesh alias 
Atam Guddu (29) and his 
wife Savita alias Lachhi 
Oyam (21). 

They laid down arms in 
Kawardha town.

6 Naxalites carrying 
`17 l bounty surrender 

in Chhattisgarh

Delhi: FIR against 
AAP MLA for 
‘assault’ on  

ex-legislator
PTI, NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Police has registered an FIR 
against AAP MLA Virender 
Kadian in connection with 
an alleged assault on for-
mer BJP legislator Surender 
Singh at a wedding function 
in Outer North Delhi's Ali-
pur, a senior official said on 
Thursday. Kadian, the MLA 
from Delhi Cantonment, 
refuted the claim and ac-
cused Singh of filing "fake" 
cases against him.

The incident allegedly 
took place on April 20 at a 
farmhouse.

An FIR on Singh's com-
plaint was lodged against 
Kadian at the Alipur po-
lice station on Wednesday 
under sections 115(2) 
(punishment for voluntar-
ily causing hurt), 126(2) 
(wrongful restraint), 
351(3) (criminal intimida-
tion) and 3(5) (joint liabil-
ity) of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS).

In his statement to po-
lice, Singh alleged that 
Kadian issued threats 
regarding a case lodged 
against his son and, along 
with his associates, alleg-
edly assaulted and abused 
him in public.


