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PONDA: Tensions continue to sim-
mer in Bhoma as locals remain firm 
in their demand for a bypass instead 
of a flyover under the proposed 
National Highway (NH) expansion 
project. Villagers have now issued a 
stern warning to the administration: 
if their leader Sanjay Naik is not al-
lowed to participate in discussions 
with Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, 
no villager will attend the meeting.

The warning comes after PWD NH 
engineers carried out onsite land 
demarcation for the flyover at Bho-
ma, following directions from the 
Chief Minister. However, villagers 
have expressed dissatisfaction with 
the explanations provided by offi-

cials and remain unconvinced about 
the necessity of the proposed land 
acquisition.

Local resident Putu Gaude stated 
that Sanjay Naik, who has been at 
the forefront of the agitation for sev-
eral years, is best equipped to rep-
resent the villagers' concerns. “He 
has filed petitions, studied the NH 
expansion documents, and under-
stands the technicalities and is our 
resource person,” Gaude said.

Villagers alleged that Naik was de-
liberately excluded from the recent 
high-level meeting at the Secretari-
at, where plans for the flyover were 
presented. “There were calls from 

the administration instructing us 
not to bring Sanjay Naik to the dis-
cussion,” claimed a resident.

Although CM Sawant has expressed 
willingness to hold another round of 
talks, the villagers have made it clear: 
“No Sanjay Naik, no meeting.”

 “If a 25-metre flyover is being 
proposed, why is such a vast area 
being acquired? We need answers, 
and only our leader can raise the 
right questions. If he’s not included, 
we will not engage,” said Gaude.

The standoff underscores the 
growing distrust between locals 
and authorities over the NH ex-
pansion plan, with the villagers 
demanding full transparency and 
meaningful participation in the de-
cision-making process.

Bhoma villagers warn of boycott 
if leader barred from CM’s meet 

Locals wary of authorities, demand transparency 
in decision-making process
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PONDA: In a significant win 
for residents, the Borim villag-
ers have successfully passed a 
gram sabha resolution to slash 
the house tax hike by 50 per 
cent, bringing long-awaited 
relief after two years of pro-
tests and demands.

The original hike, imple-
mented following a gov-
ernment circular urging 
Panchayats to revise tax rates, 

Borim villagers secure 50% 
relief in house tax hike
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PANJIM: A Food and Drugs Administra-
tion (FDA) team conducted a special raid 
at Mapusa, seizing bananas that were be-
ing chemically treated using a banned rip-
ening agent.

In a post on social media, Health Min-
ister Vishwajit Rane stated that surveil-
lance checks at the Mapusa Yard had 
continued, during which samples of a 
suspected ripening liquid collected ear-
lier tested positive for Ethaphone.

“Acting on these findings, an FDA team 
comprising Richard Noronha, Rajaram 
Patil, Amit Mandrekar, and Lenin De Sa 
conducted an inspection of the premises 
belonging to individuals identified as Va-
sir and Allaudin,” Rane said.

“During the inspection, approximately 
two tonnes of bananas were found to have 
been treated with the banned ripening 
agent. In the interest of public health, the 
entire stock was immediately destroyed. 
Fresh samples of the fruit were also col-
lected for further laboratory analysis, and 
a police complaint has been lodged against 
the vendors involved,” he added.

FDA seizes chemically ripened 
bananas in Mapusa raid

GSEC directed 
to hear plea 
against 11 

Agassaim panchas
Team Herald

PANJIM: The High Court 
of Bombay at Goa has di-
rected the Goa State Elec-
tion Commission (GSEC) 
to adjudicate on the dis-
qualification petition filed 
against 11 members of the 
St Lawrence (Agassaim) 
Village Panchayat on its 
merits, and to dispose of 
the matter as expeditious-
ly as possible, petitioner’s 
counsel Adv Hrudaynath 
Shirodkar has informed.

The Court's directive 
comes in the wake of the 
GSEC earlier dismissing 
a related disqualification 
petition, citing a lack of 
jurisdiction.

Adv Shirodkar said that 
he had approached the 
GSEC on behalf of peti-
tioner Hilario Pereira, a 
former panchayat mem-
ber, seeking the disqual-
ification of 11 panchayat 
members on grounds of 
having allegedly indulged 
in peculiar benefits. How-
ever, the GSEC rejected 
the petition, stating it had 
no jurisdiction to adjudi-
cate such matters.

The petition had 
sought the dismissal of 
the panchayat members 
under Section 10(F) and 
Section 11 of the Goa 
Panchayati Raj Act.

When the writ petition 
came up for hearing be-

NH EXPANSION

fore the division bench, Adv 
Shirodkar argued that the 
GSEC had illegally dismissed 
the petition on jurisdictional 
grounds. He submitted before 
the Court that it is only the 
GSEC that is legally empow-
ered to hear such matters un-
der Section 10(F) and to pass 
orders under Section 11 of the 
Goa Panchayati Raj Act.

Following the submis-
sions, Adv Shirodkar stated 
that the Court upheld his 
contention and remanded 
the matter back to the GSEC 
with clear instructions to 
adjudicate it on merits and 
without undue delay.

“Though there is no specific 
time frame given, we will pur-
sue the matter expeditiously 
to ensure it is heard and a de-
cision is given at the earliest,” 
Adv Shirodkar added.

saw the Borim Panchayat 
raising house tax by Rs 28 
per square metre for RCC 
structures. The hike had 
triggered strong opposition 
from villagers and even dis-
sent among some Panchayat 
members who agreed that 
the increase was excessive.

On Sunday, the Borim 
Gram Sabha voted to reduce 
the hike by half. Sarpanch 
Jayesh Naik confirmed 
that the tax on RCC struc-
tures will now be Rs 14 per 
square metre, with corre-
sponding reductions for lat-
erite and mud houses.

Meanwhile, neighbour-
ing villages under Betho-
ra-Nirankal-Conshem-Co-
dar Panchayat are rallying 
for a similar rollback. Vil-
lagers have called for 
mass participation in the 
upcoming gram sabha on 
Sunday, April 27, to de-
mand a resolution reduc-
ing the Rs 20 per square 
metre house tax hike im-
plemented last year.
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PONDA: The game of musi-
cal chairs in the Curti-Khan-
depar Panchayat continues, 
with the village body elect-
ing its fifth Sarpanch since 
the Panchayat elections 
in August 2022. The con-
stant reshuffling highlights 
ongoing political manoeu-
vring and the ambitions of 
panchayat members to as-
cend to the top post.

In the previous term as 
well, the Panchayat had wit-
nessed eight Sarpanchs, and 
the current tenure has prov-
en no different, with politi-
cal interference and internal 
rivalries fuelling the turn-
over. The eleven-member 
Panchayat has seen changes 
in leadership either through 
mutual understanding or 
no-confidence motions.

Since the 2022 elections, 
the following members have 
held the Sarpanch post: 
Naved Tehsildar (Aug 2022 
– May 2023); Sanjana Naik 
(May 2023 – Dec 2023); 
Haresh Naik (Jan 2024 – Oct 
2024); Abijeet Gaude (Oct 
2024 – 13 Mar 2025).

The post remained va-
cant for over a month due 
to legal complications af-
ter Panch member Bika 
Kerkar was disqualified 
by the Ponda BDO follow-
ing a complaint. However, 
the Sessions Court later 
quashed the disqualifica-
tion, paving the way for the 
delayed election.

On April 21, 2025, Nil-
kant Naik was elected as 
the fifth Sarpanch in the 
ongoing term, bringing 
temporary closure to a tur-
bulent phase of leadership.

Curti-Khandepar gets fifth 
sarpanch in less than 3 yrs
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PANJIM: The South Goa District Disaster 
Management Authority (DDMA), in co-
ordination with the State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (SDMA), Goa, and in 
collaboration with the National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA), will 
conduct a State Level Mock Exercise on 
Cyclone and Induced Disaster on April 
25. The exercise will take place from 8 
am to 3 pm. 

The designated locations for the mock 
exercise across South Goa District include: 
Mormugao Port Authority (within MPA 

premises); Goa Shipyard; Vaddem Ground 
(outside GSL premises); IOCL and HP 
Terminal (within IOCL Terminal); Baina 
Beach area; Baina Beach; Chowgule Ship-
yard; Office of the Mamlatdar of Ponda 
taluka; Murdi Bagh, Khandepar, Ponda; 
Naquerim Betul Panchayat (New) and Of-
fice of the Talathi, VP Naquerim-Betul. 

The exercise will simulate evacuation 
procedures and the activation of early 
warning systems to assess the effective-
ness of communication mechanisms dur-
ing a disaster event. Members of the pub-
lic are advised to remain calm and not to 
panic during the conduct of the exercise.

South Goa to host State-level 
cyclone mock exercise on Apr 25
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PANJIM: In a move aimed at enhancing 
the academic and vocational trajectory 
of students, the Directorate of Education 
has instructed all government and aided 
secondary and higher secondary schools 
in Goa to track and maintain records of 
students' academic pursuits after they 
complete Std X and Std XII. The directive 
will ensure that the educational pro-
gress of students is systematically mon-
itored and is available for inspection by 
official review teams.

The initiative is part of a broader ef-
fort to better understand and support 
students' educational journeys, facili-
tating improved planning for future ac-
ademic and career options.

Additionally, as part of the implemen-
tation of the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020, the Education Department 

has mandated that schools arrange visits 
for Std IX and X students to nearby Indus-
trial Training Institutes (ITIs). 

The policy aims to integrate vocation-
al education into mainstream schooling, 
starting with hands-on exposure at the 
middle and secondary school levels. It 
also stipulates that each student should 
learn at least one vocational or technical 
skill and be introduced to various oth-
ers. This approach is in line with NEP's 
goal to enhance students' readiness for 
personal and professional growth.

The circular further instructed 
school heads to ensure that teachers 
and students in Std IX and X visit their 
nearest ITIs to gain insight into skill 
education. Schools have also been di-
rected to maintain records of the aca-
demic activities students pursue after 
completing their secondary and higher 
secondary education.

Goa schools directed to track 
students’ academic progress
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