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AP, DEIR AL-BALAH 
(GAZA STRIP): Israeli 
strikes on the Gaza Strip 
killed at least 14 Palestin-
ians, mostly women and 
children, and destroyed 
bulldozers and other heavy 
equipment that had been 
supplied by mediators 
to clear rubble. Separate 
strikes on Tuesday killed 
two people in Lebanon.  
Israel's 18-month offen-
sive against Hamas has de-
stroyed vast areas of Gaza, 
raising fears that much of 
it may never be rebuilt. 
The territory already had 
a shortage of heavy equip-
ment, which is also needed 
to rescue people from the 
rubble after Israeli strikes 
and to clear vital roads. A 
municipality in the Jabaliya 
area of northern Gaza said a 
strike on its parking garage 
destroyed nine bulldozers 
provided by Egypt and Qa-
tar, which helped broker 
the ceasefire that took hold 
in January.

Israel ended the truce 

last month, renewing its 
bombardment and ground 
operations and sealing the 
territory's two million Pal-
estinians off from all im-
ports, including food, fuel 
and medical supplies.

The strikes also de-
stroyed a water tanker and 
a mobile generator pro-
vided by aid groups, and a 
truck used to pump sewage, 
the Jabaliya al-Nazla munic-

ipality said.
There was no immediate 

comment from the Israeli 
military on the strikes. The 
military says it only targets 
militants and blames civil-
ian deaths on Hamas be-
cause the group operates in 
densely populated areas.

Israeli strikes kill 14, 
mostly children

An Israeli airstrike early 
Tuesday destroyed a multi-

story home in the southern 
city of Khan Younis, killing 
nine people, including four 
women and four children, 
according to Nasser Hospital, 
which received the bodies. 

The dead included a 2-year-
old girl and her parents.

“They were asleep, sleep-
ing in God's peace. They 
had nothing to do with an-
ything,” said Awad Dahliz, 
the slain girl's grandfather. 
“What is the fault of this in-
nocent child?”

A separate strike in the 
built-up Jabaliya refugee 
camp killed three children 
and their parents, accord-
ing to the Gaza Health Min-
istry's emergency service.

Israel's air and ground 
war has killed over 51,000 
Palestinians, mostly wom-
en and children, according 
to the ministry, which does 
not say how many of the 
dead were civilians or com-
batants. Israel says it has 
killed around 20,000 mil-
itants, without providing 
evidence.

Israeli strikes kill 14 in Gaza, 
destroy heavy equipment

Palestinians examine the remains of bulldozers hit by an Israeli 
army airstrike in Jabaliya, northern Gaza Strip

NEET aspirant dies by 
suicide in Kota hostel 

PTI, KOTA (RAJASTHAN):  
An 18-year-old NEET as-
pirant from Bihar allegedly 
committed suicide by hang-
ing himself in his hostel 
room here in the early hours 
of Tuesday, police said.

In a suicide note recov-
ered from his room, the 
student said neither his 
family nor his preparation 
for NEET-UG was the rea-
son behind his extreme 
step, police said.

The student, a native 
of Chapra in Bihar, was 
preparing for NEET-UG 
at a coaching institute 
here for around a year 
and living in a hostel in 
the Landmark City area, 
Circle Inspector, Kunha-
di police station, Arvind 
Bhardwaj said.

Before taking the ex-
treme step, the student 
sent a WhatsApp message 
to his sister, who then 
called the hostel caretak-

er and asked him to check 
her brother's room, Bha-
radwaj said.

The caretaker knocked 
on the door of the teen-
ager's room but did not 
receive any response. He 
then informed police, who 
rushed to the spot and 
broke open the door. The 
student was found hanging 
inside the room, the circle 
inspector said.

Though the ceiling fan 
in the hostel room was 
equipped with an anti-su-
icide device, the student 
managed to tie the rope 
that he used to hang him-
self to an iron hook above 
the device, he added.

A suicide note was re-
covered from the room. In 
the note, the student said 
that neither his family nor 
NEET was to be blamed for 
his decision. He, however, 
did not disclose the reason, 
Bhardwaj said.

Suicide note says family, exam 
not to be blamed

PTI, VARANASI (UP):  An 
18-year-old student died 
during treatment after al-
legedly being shot in a pri-
vate school located here in 
Khushalnagar, a police offi-
cial said.  DCP Varuna Zone 
Pramod Kumar said, "We 
received information on 
Tuesday afternoon about a 
gunshot in the parking com-

pound of Gyandeep Public 
School located in Khushal-
nagar of Shivpur police sta-
tion area from the manager 
of the school Ravi Singh. 
A student Hemant Singh, 
who had appeared in class 
12th examination from this 
school this year, got injured 
and later died during treat-
ment." Kumar said.

Varanasi student allegedly shot dead in school


