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PTI, RANCHI/NEW 
DELHI:  Eight Naxals, 
including a top rung cen-
tral committee member 
of the extremists car-
rying a bounty of Rs 1 
crore on his head, were 
killed in an encounter 
with CoBRA comman-
dos of the CRPF and po-
lice in Bokaro district of 
Jharkhand on Monday, 
officials said.

The exchange of fire 
started around 5.30 am in 
Lugu Hills of Lalpania area 
of the district, they said.

The troops of 209 
Commando Battalion 
for Resolute Action (Co-
BRA) along with state 
police conducted the 
operation in which eight 
Naxals were killed and 
an AK series rifle, three 
INSAS rifles, a self-load-
ing rifle (SLR), eight 
country-made guns and 
a pistol were seized, offi-
cials said.

Eight Naxals killed in Jharkhand 
encounter, one carried `1cr bounty

FROM PAGE 1
HOLY FATHER FRANCIS RETURNS TO THE 
HOUSE OF THE FATHER

Part of his right lung was removed in the late 1950s 
after a bout of pneumonia, and he suffered from chronic 
lung disease.

He emerged on Easter Sunday his last public appear-
ance, a day before his death to bless thousands of people 
in St Peter's Square, drawing wild cheers and applause.

The death now sets off a weekslong process of allowing 
the faithful to pay their final respects, first for Vatican of-
ficials in the Santa Marta chapel and then in St Peter’s for 
the general public, followed by a funeral and a conclave to 
elect a new pope.

From his election on March 13, 2013, the Argenti-
na-born Jorge Mario Bergoglio signalled a different papa-
cy, embracing refugees and the downtrodden, especially 
following the troubled tenure of Pope Benedict XVI, who 
surprisingly resigned.

But conservatives grew increasingly upset with Fran-
cis' progressive bent, outreach to LGBTQ+ Catholics and 
crackdown on traditionalists. He badly botched a notori-
ous case of clergy sexual abuse in 2018.

The crowd-loving, globe-trotting Pope also navigat-
ed the church through the coronavirus pandemic from a 
locked-down Vatican City, declaring it “has shown us that 
we cannot live without one another, or worse still, pitted 
against one another”.

Francis was elected on a mandate to reform the Vatican 
bureaucracy and its finances, but he went further, shaking 
up the church itself without changing its core doctrine.

Asked about a purportedly gay priest, he famously re-
sponded, “Who am I to judge?”, a welcoming message to 
the LGBTQ+ community and those who felt shunned by 
the church.

Francis changed church positions on the death penalty, 
declaring it inadmissible in all circumstances, and modi-
fied its stand on nuclear weapons by saying their posses-
sion was immoral.

In other firsts, he approved an agreement with China 
on bishop nominations that had vexed the Vatican for dec-
ades, and charted new relations with the Muslim world by 
visiting the Arabian Peninsula and Iraq.

But his real revolutionary change came in emphasising 
the church should be a refuge for those on society's fring-
es: migrants, the poor, prisoners and outcasts.

Francis lived in the Vatican hotel rather than the Apos-
tolic Palace, wore his old orthotic shoes rather than the 
traditional red loafers, and used compact cars.

If being the first Latin American and Jesuit pope wasn't 
enough, he was the first to name himself after St. Francis 
of Assisi, the 13th century friar known for personal sim-
plicity, his message of peace, and care for society's out-
casts and nature.

His first trip as pope was to the Italian island of Lampe-
dusa, epicentre of Europe's migration crisis, and he consist-
ently visited countries where Christians were persecuted.

But over a year passed before Francis met survivors of 
priestly sexual abuse. Victims' groups questioned whether 
he understood the scope of the problem.

His papacy's greatest crisis came in 2018, when he dis-
credited Chilean victims of abuse and stood by a bishop 
linked to their abuser, a notorious paedophile. Francis lat-
er invited the victims to the Vatican for a personal mea 
culpa and summoned the leadership of the Chilean church 
to have them resign.

Another crisis erupted over ex-Cardinal Theodore Mc-
Carrick, the retired archbishop of Washington and a coun-
sellor to three popes.

Francis had sidelined McCarrick after an accusation he 
had molested a teenage altar boy in the 1970s. The Vat-
ican's onetime US ambassador, Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano, still accused Francis of rehabilitating McCarrick 
early in his papacy. Francis eventually defrocked McCar-
rick after an investigation determined he sexually abused 
adults as well as minors.

Francis' election after Pope Benedict XVI's stunning de-
cision to resign and retire – the first in 600 years – cre-
ated the unprecedented reality of two popes on Vatican 
grounds. Despite the potentially uncomfortable shadow, 
Francis embraced Benedict as an elder statesman and ad-
viser until his Dec. 31, 2022, death.

Francis didn't pursue the anti-abortion agenda of Ben-
edict or St John Paul II, although he starkly likened it to 
hiring a hit man to resolve a problem.

But he reversed Benedict's signature liturgical legacy by 
reimposing restrictions on celebrating the Latin Mass. He 
said he was healing divisions, but conservatives and tradi-
tionalists blasted the move as an attack on them and the 
old liturgy.

Francis slowly shifted the balance of power from doctri-
naire church leaders to more pastoral ones, appointments 
reflected in choosing cardinals who will elect his successor.

His boldest anti-corruption steps were wrestling the 
Vatican's bureaucrats into financial line, limiting compen-
sation and ability to receive gifts, and eliminating obsta-
cles to prosecuting cardinals criminally. He authorized a 
police raid of Vatican offices that led to a criminal trial into 
a botched London real estate venture.

Economic justice was important to Francis, who said he 
wanted a poor church that is for the poor.

Francis criticised trickle-down economics in his first 
major teaching document, saying the powerful feed upon 
the powerless without regard for ethics, the environment 
or even God. He elaborated on that in an ecological encyc-
lical, which denounced the structurally perverse system 
that exploited the poor and risked turning Earth into an 
immense pile of filth.

 

WON’T TOLERATE ANY DEALS 
WITH US AT OUR EXPENSE, CHI-
NA WARNS NATIONS

India too is negotiating a new trade deal 
with the US.  

China is already battling Trump’s up 
to 245 per cent tariffs on its exports to 
the US, which last year amounted to USD 
439.9 billion, by retaliating with 125 per 
cent levies against American exports.

Any bilateral trade deals by its major 
trade partners with the US could serious-
ly impact China's overseas trade, which 
amounted to USD 3.67 trillion, according 
to WTO data.

This includes exports last year to its 
largest trade partners like ASEAN (USD 
586.52 billion), EU (USD 580 billion) and 
Japan (USD 167.12 billion) as per official 
data.

China’s firm stand opposing any bilater-
al deals with the US also comes at a time 
when its export-dependent economy is on 
a slowdown mode weighed down by stag-
nating domestic consumption, the crisis in 
its housing sector and dwindling business 
confidence.

Beijing’s new threat to its trade part-
ners was expected to leave these coun-
tries in a quandary as many of them are 
major exporters to China.

After Trump set off the tariff war with 
China while pausing tariffs against other 
countries, President Xi Jinping visited Vi-
etnam, Malaysia and Cambodia last week, 
during which he called for “jointly oppos-
ing unilateral bullying”.  

After Xi’s talks with top Vietnamese 
leaders last week, Trump sounded a 
warning, saying “That’s a lovely meeting. 
Meeting like trying to figure out, how do 
we screw the United States of America?.”

Caught in the US and China trade war, 
ASEAN countries want to tread carefully.

“We can’t choose, and we will never 
choose (between China and the US),” Ma-
laysia’s trade minister Tengku Zafrul Aziz 
said after Xi's visit. Malaysia currently 
heads ASEAN.

“If the issue is about something that we 
feel is against our interest, then we will 
protect [ourselves],” he told BBC. 

WIFE ARRESTED IN K’TAKA FOR-
MER DGP OM PRAKASH MURDER 
CASE

“My mother Pallavi and my sister Kri-
ti used to fight with my father often. I 
strongly suspect that they are involved in 
the murder of my father. I request you to 
initiate legal action in this case,” he said in 
his complaint to the police.

The murder was the culmination of 
frequent run-ins between the couple, the 
sources said.

It is learnt that there was a property dis-
pute involved in the crime pertaining to a 
land in Dandeli in Karnataka.

A few months ago, Pallavi had ap-
proached the HSR Layout police station to 
lodge a complaint.

When the staff there did not oblige, 
she staged a ‘Dharna’ (sit-in demonstra-
tion) in front of the police station, sources 
claimed.

It’s also learnt that Pallavi was diag-
nosed with schizophrenia and was under 
medication too.

Meanwhile, the former top police brass 
was cremated with full state honours in 
Bengaluru on Monday after the autopsy.

Kartikesh performed the last rites. Rel-
atives and friends of the former DGP gath-
ered to pay their final respects. After a gun 
salute, he was cremated at Wilson Garden 
Cremation Ground.

Speaking to reporters after the crema-
tion, Kartikesh said, “After yesterday’s 
incident, I lodged a complaint. The police 
are doing their job, and I have full faith in 
them. I don’t want to comment further as 
the investigation will reveal everything. 
Let’s wait for that.”

The 68-year-old retired IPS officer was 
a native of Champaran, Bihar, and held a 
Master's degree in Geology.

Prakash was appointed Director Gener-
al of Police on March 1, 2015. 

36 HOURS AFTER NAGALI ROB-
BERY, COPS STILL GROPE IN THE 
DARK 

The nature in which the thieves broke 
into the house between midnight and 4 
am, assaulted the security guard and tied 
up the 77-year-old man and his 71-year-
old wife to their beds before proceeding 
to steal valuables estimated at several 
lakhs of rupees have sent a chill down the 
spine of the residents. If this is the fate of a 
prominent family, what hope do ordinary 
people have is what most people are ask-
ing. 

Social activist Cecille Rodrigues pointed 
out, “We have been raising the breakdown 
of law and order for quite some time. 
Here a group of people entered a house 
which has a security guard and cameras. 
It has been done in a planned manner. The 
whole house was ransacked. It is heart-
breaking. We have heard incidents like 
this happening in the rural areas. Now it is 
happening in the city."

Meanwhile, Director General of Police 
(DGP) Alok Kumar, Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Omvir Singh Bishnoi, Deputy 
Inspector General of Police (Range) Var-
sha Sharma, Crime Branch SP Rahul Gupta 
and Panjim PI Vijaykumar Chodankar vis-
ited the spot and held an inquiry. 

Both husband and wife are safe while 
their security guard is being treated at the 
hospital for injuries. The incident came to 
light in the morning when the domestic 
help arrived and found the couple bound.

ACB RAIDS KR POLICE STATION, 
SEIZES CASH FROM COP’S CABIN

Both the constable and a Police Inspec-
tor (PI) were being interrogated at the 
time of going to Press.

The department may face embarrass-
ment if one of the officers arrested is the 
same individual who previously tarnished 
the State police force’s image. 

Sources revealed that both the partners 
in crime are likely to be arrested.

PILGAO VILLAGERS BLOCK 
TRUCKS FROM TRANSPORTING 
ORE TO SARMANAS JETTY

The farmers alleged that the mining 
company has encroached on their land, 
and they have been fighting for their de-
mands for the last 11 months.

Sudhakar Vaigankar led the protest, 
with Pilgao Sarpanch Sharmila Valavalkar 
and panchayat members Ujwala Betkekar, 
Sunil Vaigankar, and Chetan Khodginkar 
also present.

Vaigankar mentioned that they had al-
ready filed complaints against the mining 
company for transporting ore through 
their tenanted land. He claimed that the 
villagers were the tenants of properties 
known as “Sarna Kator” and “Bhalo Kator” 
at Pilgao and were cultivating the land.

Since July 2024, the mining company 
has been transporting ore through their 
properties, contaminating their fields. The 
tenants fear that continued iron ore trans-
portation will render the land unsuitable 
for cultivation due to severe dust pollution 
and spillage, causing permanent damage 
to the affected properties. The tenants 
also alleged that despite complaints, the 
authorities have not taken action against 
the mining company.

BHOMKARS WANT BYPASS, CM WOULD HAVE 
NONE OF IT

Earlier, during the meeting, officials presented and ex-
plained the proposed flyover and land acquisition plan to 
the villagers.

Chief Minister Pramod Sawant told the villagers that as 
per their request, PWD officials will visit Bhoma on Tues-
day, April 22, to share on-site project details.

Speaking to mediapersons, Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant said, “Someone has wrongly told the villagers 
that a 60-metre-wide highway is planned. In reality, only 
a 25-metre-wide flyover is proposed at Bhoma. Only four 
houses would be impacted and those affected residents 
would be adequately compensated and rehabilitated.”

“No temples or other houses will be affected. There will 
be no problem in going from one temple to another. There 
is no threat to the village’s cultural or religious struc-
tures,” he added.

Responding to the demand for a bypass, Sawant said 

the current plan was finalised in 2007 and 
making changes would require fresh per-
missions, including clearance for poten-
tially affected khazan lands, which would 
significantly delay the project.

“I urged the villagers to cooperate with 
the Public Works Department (PWD) of-
ficials when they visit the village to show 
them the plan. They have demanded that 
they should be given in writing. I will do 
that. I hope that the issue will be resolved 
once marking is done,” he said.

Incidentally, Union Transport Nitin Gad-
kari announced on April 7, that the Centre 
has sanctioned Rs 1,060.21 crore for the 
4-laning of a 7 km stretch from Bhoma to 
Old Goa on NH-748.

A POPE AND AN AVID SOCCER FAN
The team won a national title in 2013 and then claimed 

the South American Copa Libertadores for the first time a 
year later. Club officials travelled twice to the Vatican car-
rying trophies to thank Francis for his support.

A planned new San Lorenzo stadium is to be named for 
Pope Francis.

In Italy, there were also suggestions that Pope Francis 
supported Juventus since his family came from the Pied-
mont region where the Turin club is based. Francis' father, 
Mario Bergoglio, was a basketball player.

During a meeting with the Argentina and Italy national 
teams shortly after he was elected, Francis noted the in-
fluence of athletes, especially on youth, and told the play-
ers to remember that, for better or worse, they are role 
models.

Francis met his fellow Argentine Maradona twice as 
Pope. There was a special audience in connection with a 
charity soccer match in 2014 when Maradona presented 
the pontiff with a soccer jersey, emblazoned with the name 
Francisco – Spanish for Francis – and Maradona's No. 10.

“I think we all now realize he's a (star),” Maradona said 
after another meeting in 2015. “I'm Francis' top fan.”

When Maradona died in 2020, Francis remembered the 
soccer great in his prayers.

Francis often hailed sports as a way to promote solidar-
ity and inclusion, especially for young people.

During a global conference on faith and sport in 2016, 
Francis implored leaders to do a better job of keeping cor-
ruption off the playing field and said sports must be pro-
tected from manipulations and commercial abuse.

“Francis was a special pope, able to illuminate in his 
time like only the greatest can,” Gianluigi Buffon, the for-
mer captain of Italy's national soccer team who met the 
pope on multiple occasions, said on Instagram.

ALL EYES ON THE POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR  
TO POPE FRANCIS

Cardinal Pietro Parolin: The 70-year-old of Italy has 
been Francis' secretary of state since 2014 and is con-
sidered one of the main contenders to be pope, given his 
prominence in the Catholic hierarchy.

Cardinal Robert Prevost: The idea of an American pope 
has long been taboo, given the geopolitical power already 
wielded by the US. But the Chicago-born Prevost, 69, could 
be a first. He has extensive experience in Peru, first as a 
missionary and then an archbishop.

Cardinal Robert Sarah: The 79-year-old, of Guinea, the 
retired head of the Vatican's liturgy office, was long consid-
ered the best hope for an African pope. Beloved by conserv-
atives, Sarah would signal a return to the doctrinaire and 
liturgically minded papacies of John Paul II and Benedict.

Cardinal Christoph Schoenborn: The archbishop of Vi-
enna, Austria, was a student of Benedict's, and thus on 
paper seems to have the doctrinaire academic chops to 
appeal to conservatives.

Cardinal Luis Tagle: The 67-year-old, of the Philippines, 
would appear to be Francis' pick for the first Asian pope. 
Francis brought the popular archbishop of Manila to Rome 
to head the Vatican's missionary evangelization office, 
which serves the needs of the Catholic Church in much of 
Asia and Africa.

Cardinal Matteo Zuppi: The 69-year-old Archbishop of 
Bologna and president of the Italian bishops conference, 
elected in 2022, is closely affiliated with the Sant'Egidio 
Community, a Rome-based Catholic charity that was in-
fluential under Francis, particularly in interfaith dialogue.

‘A MOMENT TO THANK GOD’: GOA CHURCH  
ON POPE’S DEMISE

Informing that the mourning period will continue till 
the funeral takes place, Falcao said it is also a time for the 
church to pray intensely so that God provides a leader, a 
new Pope who will guide in these difficult times.

“In these difficult times, the Pope was so vocal. He spoke 
so much against war. He was a man of peace and the man 
for the poor. It is also a humble prayer of church. These 
days of mourning are also the days of intense prayer and 
silence,” Falcao said.

The priest said the church is in the Easter season, add-
ing the Easter feast continues for next 50 days.

“We are believers in the resurrection of Christ. It gives 
us hope. God will lead the church, and guide the church by 
the Holy Spirit,” he said.

Fr Ralin de Souza of Rector of Don Bosco, Fatorda in 
South Goa said the death of Pope Francis is truly a moment 
of big transition.

“First, he was known to be very simple. He didn’t want 
too much protocol and I think that simplicity is a quality 
that stands out in him as a Christian and as a representa-
tive of Christ,” de Souza said.

“Secondly, he was very honest when he dealt with things, 
even when it came to religious leaders in the Church. He 
was forthright and demanding of them, calling for certain 
standards in how we deal with Christians and how we 
serve those in the Church,” he added.

In many places where there has been war, people have 
often been cautious about saying who is right or wrong, 
but he gave straightforward statements and provided 
clear directions, de Souza said.

“Above all, the Pope demanded peace, irrespective of 
what countries or leaders had to say,” he asserted.

HOW ARE THE VOTES TAKEN?
A first ballot is held in the Sistine Chapel in the after-

noon after the initial Mass. If no pope is elected, over the 
ensuing days two ballots are held each morning and two 
each afternoon.

Three designated cardinals, known as scrutineers, check 
each ballot to see if it is filled out correctly. Each name is 
read aloud and counted, with the results announced to the 
conclave after each round.

Pope Benedict had tightened the oath of secrecy in the 
conclave, making clear that anyone who reveals what 
went on inside faces automatic excommunication.

After the ballots are pierced, they are burned in a cylin-
drical stove at the end of the voting session. Black smoke 
from the Sistine Chapel chimney means no decision; white 
smoke signals the cardinals have chosen a pope and that 
he has accepted.

Bells also are rung to signal the election of a pope for 
further clarity. The new pope is introduced from the loggia 
overlooking St Peter's Square with the words, Habemus 
Papam! (We have a pope!) and his chosen papal name. The 
new pope then emerges and gives his first blessing.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT AT THE VATICAN  
WHO CAN ELECT A POPE?

Only cardinals under age 80 are eligible, and current 
regulations limit the number of electors to 120. According 
to the most recently updated Vatican statistics, there were 
136 cardinals under age 80 and eligible to vote, though 
that number may change before the conclave begins.

Those over 80 can't vote but can participate in pre-con-
clave meetings, known as general congregations, in which 
church problems are discussed. It was in these meetings 
in 2013 that then-Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio spoke 
about the need for the church to go to the existential pe-
ripheries to find those who suffer an off-the-cuff speech 
that helped his election.

AP, ORLANDO:  A Delta 
Air Lines airplane caught 
fire on Monday before it 
was supposed to take off 
at a central Florida airport, 
forcing the evacuation of 
passengers, airport officials 
said.  There were no reports 
of any injuries during the 
fire on the plane at Orlan-
do International Airport, 
Delta said in a statement. A 
recent spate of aviation dis-
asters and close calls in the 
US has stoked fears about 
air travel, though flying re-
mains a safe way to travel. 

On-the-ground acci-
dents included a plane that 
crashed and flipped over 
upon landing in Toronto and 
a Japan Airlines plane that 
clipped a parked Delta plane 
while it was taxiing at the 
Seattle airport. An American 
Airlines plane caught fire in 
Denver last month.

Delta plane 
catches fire 
at Orlando 

airport


