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AP, ROME:  Iran and the 
United States plan to meet 
over Tehran's rapidly 
advancing nuclear pro-
gramme again next week, 
after the sides described 
their talks Saturday as 
“constructive” and making 
“very good progress.”  A US 
official confirmed that at 
a point during the negoti-
ations in Rome, President 
Donald Trump's special en-
voy Steve Witkoff and Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi spoke face to 
face. Before they meet again 
in Oman on April 26, Aragh-
chi said earlier that techni-
cal-level talks would be held 
in the coming days. That ex-
perts would be discussing 
details of a possible deal 
suggests movement in the 
talks and comes as Trump 
has pushed for a rapid deal 
while threatening military 
action against Iran.

The sides “made very 

good progress in our di-
rect and indirect discus-
sions,” according to a sen-
ior Trump administration 
official who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity to dis-
cuss a private diplomatic 
meeting.

Araghchi told Iranian 
state television that “the 
talks were held in a con-
structive environment 
and I can say that is mov-
ing forward. I hope that 
we will be in a better po-
sition after the technical 
talks.”

He added: “This time, we 
succeeded to reach a better 
understanding about a sort 
of principles and aims.”

While the US said both 
direct and indirect discus-
sions were held, Iranian 
officials described them 
as indirect, like those last 
weekend in Muscat, Oman, 
with Omani Foreign Min-
ister Badr al-Busaidi shut-

US says nuclear talks with Iran made ‘very 
good progress’ as the next round is set

tling between them in dif-
ferent rooms.

“These talks are gaining 
momentum and now even 
the unlikely is possible,” 
al-Busaidi said on X.

In a separate post, 
Oman's Foreign Minis-
try said the sides agreed 
to keep talking to seek a 
deal that ensures Iran is 
"completely free of nucle-

ar weapons and sanctions, 
and maintaining its ability 
to develop peaceful nucle-
ar energy.”

That talks are even hap-
pening represents a his-
toric moment, given the 
decades of enmity between 
the two countries since the 
1979 Islamic Revolution 
and the US Embassy hos-
tage crisis. 
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