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TAXI TROUBLE IN VARCA
Goa's reputation as wedding
destination under threat: TTAG

Now, AC ‘glitch’ disrupts
drama at Kala Academy

Team Herald

i PANJIM: Just a week after
¢ a Marathi drama by Sharad
i Ponkshe was disrupted due
i to lighting issues, another
¢ play, ‘Shrimant Damodar-

Jadhav, faced interruption
at Kala Academy on Sunday.
This time, the air condition-
ing stopped functioning for
some time.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons, an audience mem-

said, “The air conditioning
wasn't turned on when
the drama began. Since we
were paying to watch the
play, there should be prop-
er facilities.”

Conton Pg 9 >>

Says Varca-like incidents will lead to a loss of business; urges
govt to permit app-based taxis to operate in the State

Varca cabbies deny allegations

of I5k demand from pvt taxis

Allege private operators demanded Rs 20,000
to delete the video; deny any wrong doing

Team Herald

MARGAQO: The Travel and
Tourism Association of
Goa (TTAG) acknowledged
on Sunday that the recent
incident involving tourists,
who recounted their “hor-
rible experience” with local
taxi operators outside a
Varca hotel, as captured in
aviral video, could damage
Goa’s reputation as a wed-

‘ It's time for local
operators to develop
their own app, or for the
government to guarantee
them a minimum rate
while allowing apps like
Uber and Ola. A draft app
policy has been created
with these considerations
in mind and should be
implemented as soon as
possible
- Jack Sukhija, TTAG
president

ding destination. TTAG em-
phasised that customers’
freedom of choice must be
respected at all times.
Commenting on the
potential impact of this

incident on Goa’s tour-
ism, particularly the
wedding industry, TTAG
president Jack Sukhija
said, “Yes, it is a self goal,
and recurring incidents
will definitely lead to a
loss of business.”

Sukhija urged the State
government to permit app-
based taxis to operate in
Goa, whether through an
app developed by local taxi
operators or by larger ag-
gregators such as Ola and
Uber.

Sukhija said, “The gov-
ernment needs to address
the taxi issue urgently. Cus-
tomers must have the free-
dom to choose their mode
of transport. In today’s
world, technology and app-
based transport solutions
are essential and should
be available throughout
the State. It’s time for local
operators to develop their
own app, or for the govern-
ment to guarantee them
a minimum rate while al-
lowing apps like Uber and
Ola. A draft app policy has
been created with these
considerations in mind and
should be implemented as
soon as possible.”

Team Herald

MARGAO: Refuting allega-
tions concerning the recent
viral video incident outside
a Varca hotel, taxi opera-
tors from Varca, along with
representatives from North
and South Goa taxi asso-
ciations on Sunday firmly
denied demanding Rs 5,000
from private taxis or receiv-
ing any payment during the
controversial encounter.
During a media brief-
ing, the taxi owners stated
that they never asked for
money and that there is no
video either of them trying
to extort money from the
private taxi operators. The
Varca cabbies alleged that
these private operators
demanded Rs 20,000 to de-
lete the video, threatening
to circulate it, which they
ultimately uploaded.

Dad Devidas, worker hatched
plot to kill son Shravan: Cops
Say Shravan was earlier arrested following

five non-cognisable complaints by his
father, accusing him of assault

Team Herald,

PANJIM: A shocking reve-
lation in the Shravan Barve
murder case by the Valpoi
Police has revealed that the
victim’s strained relation-
ship with his family for the
past five years prompted
his father Devidas Barve to
approach his casual worker
Vassudev Ozekar to hatch a
conspiracy to eliminate him.

According to North Goa
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Akshat Kaushal, who
addressed a press confer-
ence at Police Headquar-
ters in Panjim, Vassudev
stated that Devidas ap-
proached him on April 13
to plan the conspiracy.

“ Ozekar, who previously worked as a daily wage
labourer at the victim’s farm, played an important
role in the criminal act. Crime records at the Valpoi
Police Station revealed multiple prior complaints filed
by Devidas Barve against his son, accusing him of
assault. To date, five non-cognisable complaints against
the deceased have been found, leading to Shravan’s

previous arrests

— Akshat Kaushal, North Goa Superintendent of Police

SP Kaushal said, “Vassudev
was recently elected as pres-
ident of a temple where a
birthday party was organised
on the fateful day. Ozekar had
previously worked as a daily
wage labourer at the victim's
farm. He played an important
role in the criminal act.”

SP Kaushal said, “Crime
records at the Valpoi Police

Station revealed multiple
prior complaints filed by '
Devidas Barve against his :
son, accusing him of as- :
sault. To date, five non-cog-
nisable complaints against :
the deceased have been :
found, leading to Shravan’s

previous arrests.”

Cont on Pg 9 >>

“ | challenge those making accusations to show
proof that taxi operators asked for Rs 5,000. No
one asked for any money, not even Rs 500. If they
can prove this, | will resign from the Varca taxi stand
immediately and stay at home

— Jose Afonso, former Varca Sarpanch & veteran taxi

operator

‘ The government is out against us, having asked

us to put speed governors, meters, and GPS
tracking, all of which we agreed to, yet we're still
being defamed with terms like ‘taxi mafia’

— Savio Goes, senior leader of All Goa Taxi Association

Jose Afonso, former Var-
ca Sarpanch and a veteran
taxi operator, asserted that
vested interests are trying
to remove their taxi stand,
despite their local roots.
Afonso, who has been in
the taxi business for over
40 years, challenged his ac-
cusers, stating, “I challenge

Rainfall, flash
floods wreak
havoc in
Ramban, 3 dead

PTI, RAMBAN/JAM-
MU: Heavy rainfall due
to cloudbursts triggered
flash floods and land-
slides in Jammu and
Kashmir's Ramban dis-
trict early Sunday, leav-
ing three people dead

and damaging scores of

houses, shops and roads,
while more than 100 peo-
ple were rescued.
Hundreds of vehicles
were left stranded af-
ter traffic on the stra-
tegic 250-kilometre
Jammu-Srinagar Na-
tional Highway, the only
all-weather road linking

Kashmir with the rest of :

the country, was suspend-
ed due to debris from
mountains blocking the
route at nearly a dozen
places between Nashri
and Banihal, officials said.

Full report on Pg 5>>

Pope emerges from convalescence

on Easter, blesses crowd
Delights thousands with surprise popemobile tour

AP, VATICAN CITY: Pope
Francis emerged from his
convalescence on Easter
Sunday to bless the thou-
sands of people in St Peter’s
Square and treat them to a
surprise popemobile romp
through the piazza, draw-
ing wild cheers and ap-
plause as he continues his
recovery from a near-fatal
bout of double pneumonia.

“Viva il Papa!” (Long live
the pope), “Bravo!” the
crowd shouted as Francis
looped through the square
in his open-topped pope-
mobile and then up and
down the main avenue
leading to it.

He stopped occasionally
to bless babies brought up
to him, a scene that was
common in the past but un-

Pope Francis receives US Vice President JD Vance, (left) before
bestowing the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the
world’) blessing at the end of the Easter mass presided over by
Cardinal Angelo Comastri in St Peter’s Square at the Vatican

thinkable just a few weeks
ago as the 88-year-old
Francis fought for his life.
“Brothers and sisters,
Happy Easter!” Francis

said, his voice sounding
stronger than it has since
his hospitalisation.

Francis didn’t celebrate
the Easter Mass in the pi-

azza, delegating it to Car-
dinal Angelo Comastri, the
retired archpriest of St.
Peter's Basilica. But after
the Mass ended, Francis
appeared on the loggia
balcony over the basilica
entrance for more than 20
minutes and imparted the
apostolic blessing in Latin.

The thousands of people
below erupted in cheers as

a military band kicked off

rounds of the Holy See and
[talian anthems.

Francis waved from the
balcony as a Vatican arch-
bishop read aloud his speech,
a global appeal for peace in
the world’s hotspots that is
the hallmark of the Vatican’s
Easter celebrations.

Conton Pg 9 >>

those making accusations
to show proof that taxi op-
erators asked for Rs 5,000.
No one asked for any money,
not even Rs 500. If they can
prove this, I will resign from
the Varca taxi stand immedi-
ately and stay at home.”

Conton Pg 9 >>
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YEARS WITH THE LORD

. Inloving memory of

PEDRINHA FERNANDES E DIAS:

FIRGULEM, AQUEM - BAIXO, NAVELIM

Three years has passed so quickly, you are loved and missed by all.
Your smile, kind words, good deeds, helping hand will never be forgotten.
In our hearts you'll always stay every day of our lives.

There will be an Eucharistic Celebration for the soul of

our beloved Mother on 22.04.2025 (Tuesday) at 7:15 a.m

at Our Lady of Rosary Church, Navelim, followed by the
blessings of the grave.

Offered by her loving: Children, Grandchildren & Family

Relatives & friends kindly accept this as the only intimation.
Costy’s Ads, Chinchinim, Naveliv, 9870473904
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ATHARWAVE

ALSO PLAYING

DJ JAMES

3 Days Brimming With Cashew Treats,
Goan Beats and Endless Treats

*Please collect your FREE ENTRY WRISTBANDS at the venue box office on event dates.

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS: SUNDOWNER EXPERIENCE | FASHION SHOW | TECHNICAL SESSIONS
90+ FOOD & BEVERAGE STALLS | SPOT PRIZES | RENOWNED ARTISTS AND MORE!
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