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PTI, MUMBAI:  Almost 17 
years after a blast killed 
six people and left over 
100 injured in Maharash-
tra's communally sensitive 
Malegaon town, the trial 
in the case got over on 
Saturday with the special 
NIA court adjourning the 
matter to May 8 for judge-
ment. 

The National Inves-
tigation Agency, which 
probed the case, sought 
"commensurate punish-
ment" for the accused 
who include former MP 
and BJP leader Pragya 
Thakur. 

On Saturday, the prose-
cution filed its final writ-
ten arguments, marking 
the end of the trial, pre-
sided over by A K Laho-
ti, special judge for NIA 
cases.

The prosecution sub-
mitted that the blast in 
Malegaon - a town with a 
sizable Muslim population 
-- was orchestrated by the 
conspirators to terrorize 
a section of Muslim com-
munity, disrupt essential 
services, create communal 
tensions, and threaten the 
state's internal security.

Six people were killed 
and over 100 injured 
when an explosive device 
strapped to a motorcycle 
went off near a mosque in 
the town, about 200 km 
from Mumbai, on Septem-
ber 29, 2008.

Besides Pragya Thakur,  
Lt Col Prasad Purohit, 
Major (retired) Ramesh 
Upadhyay, Ajay Rahirkar, 
Sudhakar Dwivedi, Sud-
hakar Chaturvedi and 
Sameer Kulkarni are 
the accused in the case, 
charged under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA) and Indian Pe-
nal Code. 

The NIA said in its final 
submission that based on 
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"relevant, admissible, co-
gent, trustworthy, wholly 
reliable and proved evi-
dence" it "conclusively and 
cogently" established the 
crucial circumstances to 
form a complete chain of 
events. 
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