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People block railway 
tracks during a 
protest, in the South 
24 Parganas district, 
West Bengal

 Candidates being frisked 
before they appear for 
the Karnataka Common 
Entrance Test (KCET) 
2025, in Chikkamagaluru, 
Karnataka

Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) President Mayawati 
presides over a meeting 
of senior party leaders 
from Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand, in Lucknow

Police personnel on 
the spot after a city bus 
hit several vehicles, 
killing at least three 
and injuring many 
others, in Rajkot

GRAINS OF TOIL

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Su-
preme Court on Wednesday 
said the violence occurring 
during protests against the 
Waqf (Amendment) Act, 
2025 is "very disturbing". A 
bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna and Justices Sanjay 
Kumar and K V Viswana-
than made the observation 
while hearing the pleas 
challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the new-
ly-amended law on waqf.

“One thing that is very dis-
turbing is the violence that is 
taking place. If the matter is 
pending here then it should 
not happen,” the CJI said. 
Echoing a similar sentiment, 
solicitor general Tushar Me-
hta, appearing for the Cen-
tre, said, “They (protesters)  
think they can pressurise 
the system by this.”

Senior advocate Ka-
pil Sibal, appearing for a 
Muslim organisation, op-
posed the submissions of 
the law officer and said, 
“Who is pressuring who 

we don't know.” The CJI 
then said there were “pos-
itive points in the bill” that 
should be highlighted.

Fresh incidents of Waqf 
law-related violence rocked 

Bhangar area in West Ben-
gal's South 24 Parganas 
district on April 14, even as 
police claimed the law and 
order situation in the pre-
vious riot epicentre of Mur-

shidabad remained largely 
under control.

The Calcutta High Court 
recently ordered the deploy-
ment of central forces in vio-
lence-hit Murshidabad district.

At least three people 
were killed and hundreds 

were rendered homeless 
in communal violence in 
parts of Murshidabad dis-
trict, mainly Suti, Samser-
ganj, Dhulian and Jangipur, 
on April 11 and 12 during 
protests against the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act.

’Very disturbing’: Supreme Court on 
violence over anti-Waqf law protests

Labourers put wheat crop in a grain cleaning cum grading machine, in Patiala, Punjab

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court Tuesday 
dismissed a PIL for mak-
ing dowry harassment and 
maintenance provisions 
"gender neutral" to pre-
vent their "misuse", saying 
courts cannot legislate law 
and it was up to the Parlia-
mentarians to look into it.

During the hearing in 
the PIL filed by an NGO, 
its counsel submitted that 
there were instances of the 
provisions being misused 
to harass the husbands 
and their family members.

The bench of Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice N 
Kotiswar Singh, however, 
said, "We understand this 
would make a spicy news 
item, but tell us which 
provisions in law are not 
being misused?" It added 
that instead of the NGO, 
the aggrieved persons 
should have approached 
the court.

The PIL had sought 
making section 498A of 
IPC (dowry harassment) 
and section 125 of CrPC 
for payment of mainte-

nance "gender neutral".
Dismissing the plea, 

the apex court bench said 
no sweeping statements 
could be made that the 
provisions meant for the 
protection and empow-
erment of women were 
"misused".

Observing that every 
case needs to be decid-
ed based on its own facts 
and circumstances, Justice 
Surya Kant said, "Where 
the husband or his family 
has been victimised, the 
law must take its course 

accordingly. If a woman 
has been harassed, the 
law must come to her res-
cue also. So what is wrong 
with the provision?"

"We see no reason to in-
terfere with the legislative 
policy/mandate behind 
Section 498A IPC, now 
read as Section 84 of the 
BNS," the bench said.

The plea that such provi-
sions were violative of Ar-
ticle 14 is wholly miscon-
ceived and misdirected, it 
said, adding Article 15 of 
the Constitution explicitly 

empowers Parliament to 
enact a special law for the 
protection of women and 
children.

"The allegation that the 
provision was being mis-
used is vague and eva-
sive as no opinion with 
respect thereto can be 
formed while exercising 
jurisdiction under Arti-
cle 32 of the Constitution. 
Suffice it to observe that 
such an allegation can be 
examined on a case-to-
case basis," the Supreme 
Court bench said.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  A group 
of teachers and non-teach-
ing staff from West Bengal, 
who lost their jobs follow-
ing a Supreme Court ver-
dict in a case on irregular-
ities in their recruitment 
process, staged a protest 
at Delhi's Jantar Mantar on 
Wednesday, demanding to 
be reinstated.

The teachers, who have 
been agitating in West 
Bengal, staged the protest 
here under the banner of 
"Jogyo Shikkok Shikkhika 
Adhikar Manch", a plat-
form advocating for the re-
instatement of those who 
had cleared the exam on 
merit.

The protesting teach-
ers and non-teaching 
staff said the SSC failed in 
distinguishing between 
fraudulent and legitimate 
candidates, leading to a 
blanket cancellation of 

appointments, adding that 
they have urged the state 
government and the com-
mission to devise a mech-
anism to reinstate the de-
serving candidates.

Chinmoy Mondal, one of 
the teachers appointed in 
2019, following the exam-
ination held in 2016 that 
is under the scanner, said 
they have come to Delhi to 

make an appeal to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi regarding their situ-
ation.

"We want to tell the peo-
ple of the country how we 
are suffering. The educa-
tion system is collapsing 
in our state and our rights 
are not being protected," 
Mondal told PTI.

West Bengal teachers stage 
protest at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar

SC junks PIL for gender-neutral dowry harassment, 
maintenance sections; says it’s up to Parliament

Teachers from West Bengal who lost their jobs following a 
Supreme Court verdict stage protest at Jantar Mantar under 
the banner of 'Jogyo Shikkhok Shikkhika Adhikar Mancha', in 
New Delhi

PTI, ROURKELA:  A man, 
arrested for allegedly sell-
ing illicit liquor, died at a 
jail in Odisha's Sundergarh 
district on Wednesday, fol-
lowing which his family 
claimed that he was mur-
dered.

Rajesh Kujur, a resident 
of Dalki village in Raiboga 
police station area, sus-
tained a head injury due 
to a fall at the special jail in 
Rourkela, officials said.

He was immediately 
admitted to the Rourke-
la Government Hospital, 
where he died, they said.

His wife Amrita alleged 
that her husband was 
murdered in judicial cus-
tody.

Odisha: Man 
dies in jail, 

family alleges 
murder

PTI, PALAKKAD (KER-
ALA): A bomb threat re-
ceived via email at the 
Office of the Revenue Divi-
sional Officer (RDO) here 
on Wednesday turned out 
to be a hoax, as no explo-
sives were found during 
an inspection by the bomb 
and dog squads, police said.

"Nothing was found 
during the inspection 
carried out by the bomb 
disposal and dog squads. 
So, it was a hoax," a senior 
police officer told PTI.

He further said the Cy-
ber Cell division of the 
police is trying to identify 
the source of the email.

Earlier in the day, after 
receiving the threat, the 
staff and general public 
were evacuated from the 
RDO office premises.

Subsequently, fire force 
personnel, the bomb dis-

posal unit, and the police 
dog squad were deployed 
to search the entire prem-
ises, as shown in visuals 
aired on TV channels.

Police said similar emails 
were received in other dis-
tricts of the state as well. 
The content of the email, as 
shown on the TV channel, 
claimed that an RDX explo-
sive had been planted at 
the RDO office and would 
detonate at 1.30 pm.

The email allegedly 
claimed the explosion was 
timed to coincide with the 
"elimination" of AIADMK 
General Secretary Edap-
padi K Palaniswami. Last 
month, bomb threats were 
also received via email at 
the district collector offic-
es in Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Pathanamthitta, and 
Wayanad-all of which 
turned out to be hoaxes.

Bomb threat to 
Palakkad RDO office via 
email was hoax: Police

 2025 LAW INFRINGES RELIGIOUS FREEDOM OF MUSLIMS TO 
MANAGE THEIR WAQFS, ARGUES KAPIL SIBAL

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Senior advocate Kapil Sibal on Wednesday argued in the 
Supreme Court that the Waqf Amendment Act, 2025, infringed upon the reli-
gious freedom of Muslims in managing their religious and charitable institutions. 
Arguing before a bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna and Justices Sanjay Kumar 
and K V Viswanathan, Sibal referred to the contentious provisions and listed out 
the objections of Muslim bodies and other petitioners. The top court, during the 
course of the hearing, proposed to stay certain key provisions of the Act including 
the power to denotify properties declared waqf by courts and inclusion of non-
Muslims in central Waqf councils and boards. "How can the state decide whether 
and how, I am a Muslim or not, and hence, eligible to create a waqf?” Sibal asked.
The new law says a person has to be a practising Muslim for the last five years to 
create a waqf, he added. Sibal referred to Article 26 of the Constitution, saying 
subject to public order, morality, and health, every religious denomination has the 
right to establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable purposes 
and manage its own affairs in matters of religion.He said Muslims have the right 
to own and acquire property as waqfs and legally administer them. “These are fun-
damental rights and any law impinging on essential religious practices or property 
rights must be reasonable and proportionate,” he added.

People stage a protest against the Waqf (Amendment) Act 
2025, in Kolkata

Fresh incidents of Waqf law-related violence rocked 
Bhangar area in West Bengal's South 24 Parganas 
district on April 14, even as police claimed the law 

and order situation in the previous riot epicentre of 
Murshidabad remained largely under control


