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Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(JMM) chief Shibu Soren 
and Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren 
during the 13th JMM 
Central Convention, in 
Ranchi, Jharkhand

Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla during the oath 
taking ceremony of the 
newly formed executive of 
All India Jangid Brahmin 
Mahasabha in New Delhi

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar during a visit 
at a Health and Wellness 
Centre as part of MPLADS 
projects in Amadla, 
Gujarat

Bollywood actors 
Akshay Kumar, 
Ananya Panday and R. 
Madhavan offer prayers 
at the Golden Temple,  
in Amritsar
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VIBRANT TRADITION

Firemen pay homage to the martyrs on the occasion of 
National Fire Service Day, observed in remembrance of 
firemen who lost their lives in the Bombay Dock explosion 
in 1944, at the Byculla Fire Station, in Mumbai

Woman dead, 5 of family hurt in road  
accident in UP's Pilibhit
PILIBHIT (UP): A 50-year-old woman died and five 
members of her family were injured after their car 
overturned near Gularia Bhoop Singh village here on 
Monday, police said. The accident occurred around 6 
am on the Ghunghchai-Banda state highway, when the 
victims were returning home after visiting Uttarakhand's 
Purnagiri temple, they said. Ghunghchai SHO Rakesh 
Kumar said the car veered off the road, hit a culvert and 
overturned, killing Usha Devi, a resident of Puraina village 
in Shahjahanpur district.Her son Amit (28), daughter-in-
law Neetu (25), granddaughter Anika (5), relative Suman 
and another unidentified person suffered serious injuries 
in the accident, the police said.

Minor girl gangraped in UP’s Kasganj, 8 nabbed
KASGANJ (UP): Eight men have been arrested for 
allegedly raping a 16-year-old girl here, police said on 
Monday. On April 10, the girl, along with a 17-year-old 
with whom her marriage had been fixed, had gone to get 
her ration card prepared, they said. At about 2.30 pm, 
when she was sitting near a canal with her fiance after 
returning from the DSO office, Yogesh, Ajay and seven 
to eight unidentified men came there, the police said.
The accused took them into separate bushes. While three 
men raped the girl, others took her gold earrings and Rs 
5,000 cash and also forcibly got Rs 5,000 transferred from 
her fiance's mobile through UPI, the victim alleged in her 
complaint.

Delhi couple held for Rs 2.70 crore  
property fraud
NEW DELHI: Delhi Police's Economic Offences Wing (EOW) 
arrested a couple for allegedly duping a businessman of 
Rs 2.70 crore on the pretext of promising commercial 
space in an unbuilt project, an official said on Monday.
Those arrested have been identified as Vinay Jain (55) 
and his wife Asha Jain (52), they said. According to the 
statement, the couple lured the complainant, Virender 
Kathuria, into booking three shops in the proposed 
commercial complex.  They falsely claimed that the Delhi 
Development Authority (DDA) had handed over vacant 
possession of the land for development. Trusting their 
representations, Kathuria paid Rs 2.70 crore on January 
1, 2016, with an agreement to pay the balance of Rs 74.6 
lakh upon getting possession, it said.

Two girls die of suffocation after getting  
locked inside car in Telangana
HYDERABAD: Two girls, aged four and five respectively, 
died of "suffocation" after accidentally getting locked 
inside a car in neighbouring Ranga Reddy district 
on Monday, police said. The incident happened in 
Damargidda village at around 2 PM when the girls, both 
cousins, while playing, got into the car parked near 
their relative's house, they said. Neither their parents 
nor their other family members were aware that the 
children had got locked inside the car, police said, based 
on preliminary information. It was after about 30-45 
minutes, they found the girls unconscious in the car and 
immediately shifted them to a government hospital where 
they were declared brought dead, a police official at 
Chevella police station said.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Amid 
protests over the new 
Waqf legislation in sev-
eral parts of the country, 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
on Monday alleged the 
law "targeted one particu-
lar religion" despite India 
being a secular country.  
Abdullah was speaking to 
reporters on the legisla-
tion and protests in West 
Bengal's Murshidabad dis-
trict over the law on the 
sidelines of a conference 
in Delhi. The Centre on 
April 8 notified the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act, which 
received President Drou-
padi Murmu's assent on 
April 5 after its passage in 
Parliament following heat-
ed debates in both Houses.

J&K CM Omar Abdullah criticises Waqf Act 
as discriminatory against Muslims

The discussions wit-
nessed objections from 
opposition parties that de-
scribed the legislation as 
"anti-Muslim and uncon-
stitutional" while the gov-
ernment said the "historic 
reform" would benefit the 
minority community.

"My party has already 
filed a petition in front 
of the Supereme Court, 
and now leave it to the 
judges. We are among a 
number of organisations 
that have approached the 

Supreme Court to look at 
this. Let them take a look," 
the National Conference 
vice-president said.

"We believe this piece 
of legislation has targeted 
one particular religion… 
We are supposed to be a 
secular state, all religions 
are supposed to be treated 
equally, we believe that we 
have a right to be treated 
equally. We want the Su-
preme Court to adjudicate 
on this. Now, we will wait," 
he added.

Jammu and Kashmir's 
ruling National Conference 
had on April 11 said it filed 
a petition in the Supreme 
Court, challenging the 
amendments to the Waqf 
Act.

Several Muslim bodies 
and leaders of different 
opposition parties have 

challenged the constitu-
tionality of the law in the 
top court, which will hear 
the case on April 16.

Besides protests in 
Murshidabad, agitations 
against the legislation 
took place in a few other 
parts of the country on 
Sunday.

Displaced people at a relief camp set up at a school following 
alleged attacks during protests over the Waqf (Amendment) 
Act, in Malda district, West Bengal

BENGAL: WAQF VIOLENCE SHIFTS TO 
BHANGAR; MURSHIDABAD REMAINS CALM
PTI, KOLKATA/MURSHIDABAD/MALDA:  Fresh episodes 
of Waqf (Amendment) Act-related violence rocked 
Bhangar area in West Bengal's South 24 Parganas 
district on Monday, even as police claimed that law 
and order situation in the previous riot epicentre of 
Murshidabad remained largely under control. Support-
ers of the Indian Secular Front (ISF) clashed with the 
police at Bhangar during protests over the Act, leading 
to several injuries, vandalising of public properties and 
the torching of multiple police vehicles. The clashes 
erupted when police stopped ISF supporters from 
heading towards Ramlila Maidan in central Kolkata to 
attend an anti-Waqf Act rally addressed by party leader 
and Bhangar MLA Naushad Siddique. According to 
police, the rallyists were stopped near Bhojerhat on the 
Basanti Highway, where a large number of ISF workers 
had gathered from Bhangar as well as neighbouring 
areas such as Minakhan and Sandeshkhali.

Women take part in a cultural procession organised by Guwahati Bihu Sanmilani as part of Rongali Bihu celebrations, in 
Guwahati. Rongali Bihu, also known as Bohag Bihu, is Assam's vibrant spring festival that marks the Assamese New Year and 
the onset of the agricultural season

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Remov-
al of the lymph nodes from 
the pelvis and rear abdom-
inal walls can significant-
ly improve the survival 
chances of ovarian cancer 
patients, found a study 
conducted by AIIMS, Delhi.  
The study was published in 
the Journal of the Egyptian 
National Cancer Institute 
on April 11. The probabili-
ty of overall survival at five 

years in 105 patients who 
were included in the study 
was found to be 48.9 per 
cent.

Dr M D Ray, professor 
in the department of sur-
gical oncology at  Dr B R 
Ambedkar Institute Ro-
tary Cancer Hospital (Dr 
BRA-IRCH), AIIMS and the 
principal investigator of 
the study, said, "We found 
that the removal of lymph 

nodes from pelvis and 
rear abdominal walls in 
a systematic manner can 
significantly improve the 
patient's survival."

"This is a challenging 
procedure as the main ves-
sels related to the heart are 
all around lymph nodes 
and so surgeons need to be 
specially trained for this 
technique," Dr Ray said.

These involved enlarged 

lymph nodes are an inte-
gral part of ovarian cancer 
and, therefore, they should 
be removed even after 
chemotherapy, he said.

In India, ovarian cas-
es are increasing day by 
day and almost one lakh 
cases are detected every 
year. It has emerged as the 
third most common can-
cer among women after 
breast and cervical cancer, 

Dr Ray said.
Between 2012 and 

2018, 255 ovarian cases 
were operated at IRCH, 
out of which 105 advanced 
ovarian cancers were ana-
lysed as part of the study.

Dr Ray said these 105 
patients with advanced 
ovarian cancer had un-
dergone pelvic and ret-
roperitoneal lymph node  
dissection.

AIIMS study: Lymph node removal boosts chances  
of survival of ovarian cancer patients

PTI, NOIDA: Three people 
were arrested and 150 kgs 
of 'ganja' (cannabis) worth 
Rs 40 lakh was recovered 
from them in Noida on 
Monday, police said.  The 
arrested accused, Inam-
ul-haq, Sahnawaz and No-
man, residents of UP's Mu-
zaffarnagar, were involved 
in cannabis smuggling for 
the last five years, Central 
Noida DCP Shakti Mohan 
Avasthy said. The arrests 
were made in a joint op-
eration of Badalpur police 
and CRT team, he said. 

Inam-ul-haq is the king-
pin of the gang and has 
been jailed in a similar 
crime earlier as well but 
was released some time 
ago, the DCP said, add-
ing that 150 kgs of can-
nabis worth Rs 40 lakhs  
was recovered from the 
three men.

Noida: 150 kg 
cannabis seized, 

3 arrested
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PTI, IMPHAL:  Security 
was tightened in Manipur's 
Bishnupur and Churachan-
dpur districts on Monday, 
as many Meiteis camped 
in Moirang to undertake 
their annual pilgrimage 
to the Thangjing foothills 
— a site they consider sa-
cred — while members of 
the Kuki-Zo community 
urged them to refrain from 
the journey. To prevent 
any untoward incident, 
security deployment was 
increased in Kwakta and 
Phougakchai Ikhai in Bish-
nupur district, officials 
said. The pilgrimage route 
to Thangjing must pass 
through these areas.

The Thangjing Hill is 
considered a sacred site 
by the Meitei community, 
who traditionally visit the 
area in April. On Sunday, 
many Meitei pilgrims from 

various parts of the Im-
phal Valley offered prayers 
at the Thangjing temple 
in Bishnupur and camped 

overnight in Moirang and 
surrounding areas, pre-
paring for the pilgrimage 
in the days ahead.

Security beefed up in Bishnupur, 
Churachandpur districts in Manipur

TWO MILITANTS ARRESTED IN MANIPUR, 
RS 21 LAKH CASH, FIREARMS SEIZED

PTI, IMPHAL:  Manipur Police arrested two militants of 
the banned United National Liberation Front (UNLF) 
from two separate places in Imphal East district and 
seized firearms and Rs 21 lakh in cash from their pos-
session, an official said on Monday. One UNLF militant 
involved in extortion activities was arrested from Wang-
khei area in Imphal East district on Sunday. One Berreta 
pistol with 15 live rounds was seized from his posses-
sion. In a raid conducted at his hideout police seized 
one SMG carbine gun, one 9 mm pistol, four magazine, 
one hand grenade, 66 sniper live round, and Rs 69,000 
in cash, the official said. Another UNLF (Pambei) cadre 
was arrested from the Khundrakpam Awang Leikai 
area of Imphal East district on Sunday, the official said. 
Police said he was involved in extortion activities in and 
around the Imphal area. A sum of Rs 21,50,000 in cash 
was seized from his possession, they said.
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