
GOA, SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2025 7voice of goa

Team Herald

PONDA: A fresh scam has 
rocked the town of Ponda, with 
fake lottery coupons being sold 
under the name of the revered 
Zareshwar deity, leaving resi-
dents outraged and calling for 
a thorough police investigation.

The incident came to light on 
Saturday at the Ponda city bus 
stand, where locals noticed un-
authorised individuals selling do-
nation-based lottery tickets alleg-
edly on behalf of the Zareshwar 
deity. The shrine of Shree Zaresh-

war, situated at the old bus stand, 
is one of the oldest and most re-
vered religious sites in Ponda, at-
tracting scores of devotees every 
Wednesday and Sunday.

Ponda locals, led by munic-
ipal councillor Venktesh Naik, 
lodged a formal police com-
plaint, warning fellow Goans 
against being duped by what 
he called an emotional betray-
al of religious faith. “Devotees 
do not buy these tickets to win 
prizes but as a donation to their 
beloved Zareshwar deity. This is 
nothing short of cheating,” Naik 

told the media.
The fraudulent lottery tick-

ets were found to be sold under 
the banner of ‘Shree Zareshwar 

Sangeet Sanskrutik Sounsthan 
– Ponda’, an organisation Naik 
asserts does not exist. The cou-
pons, priced at Rs 200 each, 

falsely advertised attractive 
prizes:1st prize – Rs 2 lakh; 2nd 
prize – Rs 1 lakh; 3rd prize – Rs 
50,000; 4th prize – Rs 25,000 
and 5 consolation prizes – Rs 
5,000 each.

Naik added that the tickets 
lacked basic organisational in-
formation, such as the names 
of the President, Treasurer, or a 
registration number, raising fur-
ther suspicions.

In his complaint, Naik, rep-
resenting the Shree Zareshwar 
Mahaprasad Seva Samiti, men-
tioned that their committee has 

organised an annual pooja on 
April 21 at the same location. 
The alleged scam came to light, 
after a member of the commit-
tee, Pritam Naik, observed the 
unauthorised sale of the tickets 
and brought to his attention.

 “This is not the first time 
such scams have occurred,” 
Naik noted. “In the past, similar 
fake lottery coupons were sold, 
and people who had purchased 
them eventually arrived in Pon-
da inquiring about the draw 
date. Only to realise that it was 
nothing but a fraud.”

He further claimed the bogus 
tickets are in circulation not 
only in Ponda but are being sold 
in Marcel, Usgao, Savoi Verem, 
and other parts of Goa. “We urge 
the public to remain vigilant and 
not fall prey to such fraudulent 
schemes,” he said.

Police have acknowledged the 
complaint and confirmed that 
an investigation is underway 
into the sale of counterfeit lot-
tery coupons in the name of a 
religious institution. The offence 
has been registered against un-
known individuals.

Lottery scam in name of Zareshwar deity shocks Ponda
Assigned devotees lodge police complaint; probe underway into sale of counterfeit lottery coupons in the name of  religious institution
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KENYAN NATIONAL BOOKED FOR 
OVERSTAYING IN GOA
PANJIM: The Mapusa Police have arrested a Kenyan citizen 
for allegedly residing in the State without valid documents.
According to police, the accused, identified as Teresia 
Wairimu Muturi (39), was found staying illegally at Bhati-
wado, Parra, Bardez. She was apprehended for residing in 
Goa without legal authorisation or a valid visa issued by 
the competent authority.
An offence has been registered under Section 14 of the 
Foreigners Act, 1946, and Section 6(a) of the Passport (En-
try into India) Rules, 1950. The case is being investigated 
under the supervision of SDPO Mapusa Ashish Shirodkar, 
PI Mapusa Nikhil Palekar, and overall supervision of SP 
North Goa Akshat Kaushal, IPS.

TWO COBRAS RESCUED IN SANGUEM 
SANGUEM: In a rare and dramatic turn of events, two 
massive cobras — each measuring nearly four metres 
in length — were rescued from separate locations in 
Sanguem taluka on the same day, sparking both con-
cern and fascination among local residents. The first 
cobra was discovered coiled inside a pipe at Molcor-
nem, causing alarm in the neighbourhood. Flazer da 
Costa, a local panchayat member, promptly contacted 
experienced snake rescuer and Animal Care Foundation 
(ACF) member Miguel Fernandes from Quepem. With 
assistance from the Forest Department and local youth, 
the cobra was safely extracted and secured.
Just hours later, a second cobra of similar size was spotted 
at Cavrem, Pirla. This rescue was conducted by renowned 
animal rescuer Rocky, who managed to capture the snake 
safely despite its size and strength. Both cobras were trans-
ported to the Forest Department office in Quepem, where 
they are receiving appropriate care and will be relocated to 
a safer, natural habitat.

GOVT HS SHIRGAO EXCEL WITH  100% 
RESULT FOR 9TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR
BICHOLIM: Government High School Shirgao, 
Bicholim, has maintained its tradition of academic 
excellence by achieving 100% results in the SSC (10th 
board) examinations for the ninth consecutive year. A 
total of nine students appeared for the examination, 
of whom two secured distinction, three obtained first 
class, two achieved second class, and two passed 
in the pass class category. First rank: Nitya Umesh 
Ghatwal – 78%; second rank: Prajwal Vishwas Ka-
vthankar – 77.83%; third rank: Ravisha Ravi Goankar 
– 74.16%
Headmaster Satish Talkar, along with the Parents-Teachers 
Association (PTA), School Management Committee (SMC), 
teachers, and non-teaching staff, congratulated the stu-
dents for their remarkable performance. 
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CALANGUTE: The Can-
dolim Primary Health 
Centre (PHC) has once 
again brought pride to 
North Goa, securing the 
‘National Kayakalp Award 
2024–25’ for the ‘Best 
Bedded PHC in North 
Goa District’. This marks 
the fifth consecutive year 
the health centre has re-
ceived this prestigious 
recognition.

The award was pre-
sented to Dr Roshan Naz-
areth on Friday by Dr 
Rupa Naik, Director of 
the Directorate of Health 
Services, in recognition 
of the centre’s consistent 
excellence in hygiene, in-
frastructure, and patient 
care under the national 

Kayakalp initiative.
In another feather in 

the district’s cap, the Ar-
pora-Nagoa Sub-Health 
Centre, which holds NQAS 
(National Quality Assur-
ance Standards) certifica-
tion, has been honoured 
with the National Kayakalp 
Commendation Award 
2024–25. The award falls 
under the AAM-SHCs (Ay-
ushman Arogya Mandir 
– Sub-Health Centre) cat-
egory, acknowledging the 
sub-centre’s commendable 
performance.

The Kayakalp awards, in-
stituted by the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare, 
aim to encourage public 
health facilities to maintain 
high standards of cleanli-
ness, hygiene, and infection 
control.

Candolim PHC wins 
Nat Kayakalp Award 

for fifth year
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CALANGUTE: The Pilerne–
Saligao road via the Sem-
inary has been abruptly 
closed to four-wheeler traf-
fic since Thursday, causing 
widespread inconvenience 
for commuters and vehi-
cles accessing the Pilerne 
Industrial Estate and the 
coastal belt.

The closure is at-
tributed to ongoing 
excavation work for 
the installation of a 
new water pipeline. 
The pipeline will 
connect the upcom-
ing water treatment 
plant opposite the 
Saligao Seminary to 
the Boa Viagem wa-
ter pumping station 
in Calangute, which 
is also nearing com-
pletion.

The closure has 
triggered severe 
traffic congestion, 
particularly on the 
Chogm Road, where 
one lane has been 
shut for the same 
pipeline work, com-
pounding the travel 
woes of daily com-
muters.

Officials from 
the Public Works 
Department (PWD) have 
assured that the pipeline 
project is expected to be 
completed before the onset 
of the monsoon.

The water supply infra-
structure, once operation-
al, will significantly boost 
water availability in the 
popular Calangute-Can-
dolim tourism hub, accord-
ing to Calangute MLA Mi-

chael Lobo, who has been 
actively advocating for the 
project. Water for the treat-
ment plant and pumping 
station is being sourced 
from the Tillari project.

Meanwhile, residents of 
Candolim have raised con-
cerns over the lack of water 
storage infrastructure in 
the area. At a gram sabha 

held last Sunday, villagers 
urged the panchayat to 
petition the government 
to construct at least three 
overhead water tanks in 
Candolim. At present, the 
village has no dedicated 
water storage facilities, fur-
ther intensifying the need 
for sustainable water man-
agement as the tourism 
season peaks.

Closure of Saligao 
seminary road throws 
traffic into disarray

Dr Roshan Nazareth receives the ‘National Kayakalp Award 
2024–25’  from Dr Rupa Naik, Director of Health Services
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