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Congress MP Gaurav 
Gogoi and Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MP Priyanka 
Chaturvedi during a 
press conference of the 
INDIA bloc, in New Delhi

A newly-graduated Civil 
Police Officer celebrates 
with family members 
after the passing out 
parade at Peroorkada, 
in Thiruvananthapuram 
district, Kerala

A potter and a member 
of Self Help Group (SHG) 
make earthern vessels in 
a house near the border 
area, on the outskirts of 
Jammu

Delhi Lt Guv Vinai Kumar 
Saxena, Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta & Minister 
Parvesh Verma during a joint 
inspection of the Barapulla 
drain, in New Delhi 

COOL TREATS

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on April 16, a 
batch of pleas relating to 
the issue of religious con-
versions in the country.

While some pleas have 
challenged the anti-con-
version laws in several 
states, another peti-
tion has sought a relief 
against forced religious 
conversions.

The April 16 causelist 
on the apex court web-
site shows the matter 
would come up before 
a bench of Chief Justice 
Sanjiv Khanna and Jus-
tices Sanjay Kumar and 
K V Viswanathan.

During the hearing in 
one of the pleas in Janu-
ary 2023, the apex court 
observed religious con-
versions was a serious 
issue and should not be 
given a political colour.

It had sought the assis-
tance of attorney general 
R Venkataramani on a plea 
seeking direction to the 
Centre and states to take 
stringent steps to control 
the alleged fraudulent re-
ligious conversions.

Pleas over religious 
conversions: SC to hear 

on April 16
The plea sought a check 

on religious conversions 
through "intimidation, 
threatening, deceivingly 
luring through gifts and 
monetary benefits".

The top court had in 2023 
asked the parties challeng-
ing the anti-conversion 
laws of several states to file 
a common petition for the 
transfer of cases on the is-
sue from the high courts to 
the apex court.

There were also two 
separate petitions filed by 
the states of Gujarat and 
Madhya Pradesh challeng-
ing the interim orders of 
the respective high courts 
staying certain provisions 
of their laws on conversion.

A vendor sells watermelons on a hot summer day, in Chennai, Tamil Nadu

PTI, MUMBAI:  A former 
police officer, whose team 
had caught terrorist Ajmal 
Kasab during the 2008 
Mumbai terror attacks, on 
Thursday said all the ac-
cused involved in the con-
spiracy of the 26/11 case 
should be tried by courts in 
India and given capital pun-
ishment.

Talking to PTI, retired of-
ficer Hemant Bavdhankar 
congratulated the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
on the successful extradi-
tion of Tahawwur Hussain 
Rana, one of the key con-
spirators of the 26/11 at-
tacks, to India.

"Not only me, but all the 
Indians have a feeling that 
the accused involved in the 
26/11 terror attacks should 
get capital punishment after 
a trial in India," he said.

"If we are able to pun-
ish all the accused persons 
who were involved in the 
Mumbai terror attacks con-
spiracy, our martyrs and 

innocent citizens who were 
killed or injured in the at-
tack, will get justice. This 
is what I feel," Bavdhankar 
said.

Soon after the terror-
ists launched attacks at 
different places in the me-
tropolis on November 26, 
2008, Bavdhankar, who 
was then a police inspec-

tor, was posted at Girgaon 
Chowpatty in south Mum-
bai along with his team as 
part of the nakabandi (road 
blockade) operation. 

Bavdhankar and other 
members of the team later 
apprehended Kasab alive, 
whereas Abu Ismail was 
killed by the bullet fired by 
the officer. 

All 26/11 accused deserve death: 
Ex-cop who nabbed Kasab

RANA'S EXTRADITION A GOOD MOVE:  
EX-HOME MINISTER SHINDE

PTI, MUMBAI:  Senior Congress leader and former Union 
home minister Sushilkumar Shinde and the other opposi-
tion parties on Thursday welcomed the extradition of 
the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks case accused Tahawwur 
Hussain Rana. "It's a good thing," Shinde told reporters in 
Ahmedabad, where he attended the AICC session. Shinde 
was the Union home minister in the Congress-led UPA 
government in 2012 when Ajmal Amir Kasab, the lone 
terrorist captured alive from the Pakistani group that car-
ried out the terror attack, was hanged to death in Pune's 
Yerawada Jail. Rana, 64, is being brought to India after 
his last-ditch attempt to evade extradition failed as the 
US Supreme Court justices rejected his application. He is 
expected to reach New Delhi on Thursday.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Delhi High Court has 
said lawyers must advise 
clients in matrimonial 
disputes for a resolution 
instead of levelling and 
"fuelling" allegations 
against each other.

A bench of Justices 
Prathiba M Singh and 
Amit Sharma observed 
in matrimonial disputes, 
the litigants experienced 
emotional trauma, with 
their personal lives com-

ing to a standstill and it 
was conscious of their 
"frustration and exasper-
ation".

Peace and tranquillity, 
however, were extremely 
necessary and the conduct 
of litigants in such matters 
could not cross the bound-
aries prescribed in the law, 
the bench added.

"Lawyers also have a 
great responsibility in 
such matters not only to-
wards their own client 

but also towards the court 
and the society. Peace and 
tranquility are extremely 
necessary. Lawyers ought 
to advise clients towards 
resolution of disputes 
rather than making and 
fuelling allegations against 
each other," said the court 
in an order passed on 
April 7.

The court went on, "Al-
legations in such matters 
could be taken extremely 
personally which could 

lead to clients misbehav-
ing with opposing coun-
sels, though the same 
cannot be justified in any 
manner. Finally, however, 
the conduct of litigants in 
such matters cannot cross 
the boundaries which are 
prescribed in law."

The court made the ob-
servations while impos-
ing costs of Rs 1 lakh on 
a husband, to be paid to 
his estranged wife, for his 
misbehaviour in a family 

court, which included hurl-
ing profanities at the wife's 
counsel.

While dealing with a 
woman's plea for initiating 
criminal contempt pro-
ceedings against the hus-
band and awarding him six-
month jail time, the bench 
observed that though sev-
eral events had occurred 
during the proceedings in 
the high court and the fam-
ily courts, he couldn't be 
squarely blamed.

Lawyers should not ‘‘fuel’’ allegations in 
matrimonial disputes: Delhi HC

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Two men were arrested for alleg-
edly duping people by offering fake airline tickets at 
throwaway prices, Delhi Police said on Thursday.

With their arrest, police claimed to have busted a 
gang selling fake airline tickets using different social 
media platforms.

The accused, identified as Salman Sayeed Siddiqui 
(50) and Rohit Rajaram Ghanekar (29), are said to be 
part of a larger racket, police said.

According to police, the operation came to light fol-
lowing a complaint lodged by Rajeev Chopra, a resident 
of Bhagat Singh Park. Chopra was tricked into transfer-
ring Rs 47,681 after responding to a social media ad-
vertisement for a cheap Delhi-to-Toronto flight.

"After contacting the number provided in the adver-
tisement, which turned out to be a virtual number, he 
was persuaded to share personal and payment details. 
The fraudsters booked dummy tickets and vanished 
once the money was received," Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Outer North) Nidhin Valsan in a statement 
said.

Police later registered an FIR and a team was formed 
to trace the accused.

Investigations revealed that the accused used virtual 
number to make calls, fake social media pages mimick-
ing genuine travel agencies and phishing techniques to 
ensnare unsuspecting customers, said the DCP.

He said that the accused would create fake tickets 
of airline websites to gain trust before asking for pay-
ment. "Once the funds were transferred, they would 
deactivate communication channels," he said.

Fake flight ticket 
booking racket busted

PTI, PATNA:  At least 
25 people were killed in 
lightning strikes and hail-
storms in several districts 
of Bihar on Thursday, of-
ficials said.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Chief 
Minister's Office (CMO), 
Nalanda reported 18 
deaths, followed by two 
in Siwan, one each in 
Katihar, Darbhanga, Be-
gusarai, Bhagalpur and 
Jehanabad.

Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar condoled the 
deaths and announced 
an ex gratia of Rs 4 lakh 
each for the next of kin 
of the deceased, it said. 
On Wednesday, 13 peo-

ple had died in lightning 
strikes in four districts of 
Bihar. 

The India Meteoro-
logical Department has 
issued an ‘orange alert' 
(be prepared) for a num-
ber of districts, including 
Darbhanga, East Cham-
paran, Gopalganj, West 
Champaran, Kishanganj, 
Araria, Supaul, Gaya, Sita-
marhi, Sheohar, Nalanda, 
Nawada and Patna. 

It has also forecast 
heavy rainfall on Friday 
and Saturday in these 
districts. 

Water-logging was also 
reported on Thursday 
from several parts of Pat-
na following heavy rain.

25 killed in lightning, 
hailstorms across Bihar

PTI, NEW DELHI: A Su-
preme Court bench head-
ed by Chief Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna will hear on April 
16 as many as 10 petitions, 
including the one filed by 
AIMIM leader Asaduddin 
Owaisi, challenging the 
constitutional validity of 
the Waqf (Amendment) 
Act, 2025.

According to the apex 
court website, besides the 
CJI, Justices Sanjay Kumar 
and KV Viswanathan are part 
of the three-judge bench for 
hearing the petitions.

In addition to Owaisi's 
plea, the court has listed for 
hearing the petitions filed 
by AAP leader Amanatullah 
Khan, Association for the 
Protection of Civil Rights, Ar-
shad Madani, Samastha Ker-
ala Jamiathul Ulema, Anjum 
Kadari, Taiyyab Khan Salm-
ani, Mohammad Shafi, Mo-
hammed Fazlurrahim and 
RJD leader Manoj Kumar Jha.

A few other petitions are 
yet to be listed before the 
bench by the apex court 
registry.The Centre, on 
April 8, filed a caveat in 

the apex court and sought 
a hearing before any order 
was passed in the matter.

A caveat is filed by a par-
ty in the high courts and the 
apex court to ensure that no 
orders are passed without 
hearing it.

The central government 
on Tuesday notified the 
Waqf (Amendment) Act, 
2025, which got the as-
sent of President Droupadi 
Murmu on April 5 after its 

passage from Parliament 
following heated debates in 
both houses. The bill was 
passed in the Rajya Sabha 
with 128 members voting 
in favour and 95 opposing it.

It was cleared by the 
Lok Sabha with 288 mem-
bers supporting it and 
232 against it. The All In-
dia Muslim Personal Law 
Board (AIMPLB), Jamiat 
Ulama-i-Hind, the Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhagam 

(DMK), Congress MPs Im-
ran Pratapgarhi and Mo-
hammad Jawed are other 
key petitioners. On April 7, 
a bench headed by the CJI 
assured senior advocate 
Kapil Sibal, appearing for 
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, to 
consider listing the peti-

tions.
The party said the imme-

diate implementation of the 
Waqf (Amendment) Act, 
2025 infringes and preju-
dices the rights of about 50 
lakh Muslims in Tamil Nadu 
and 20 crore Muslims in 
other parts of the country.

SC to hear pleas challenging Waqf 
Amendment Act on April 16

MUSLIM GROUPS URGE KERALA TO  
REJECT WAQF AMENDMENT ACT

PTI, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  Muslim organisations in 
Kerala have called on the state's Left government and 
opposition parties to pass a joint resolution saying the 
controversial Waqf Amendment Act will not be imple-
mented in the state. They wanted the state to take a cue 
from Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. While West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee declared that she would 
not implement the act in her state, Tamil Nadu Assembly 
passed a resolution demanding the Centre to roll back 
the Waqf amendment bill even before it was passed by 
the parliament. DMK, the ruling party in Tamil Nadu, 
has moved the Supreme Court challenging the Waqf 
Amendment Act. "Stalin has already made an announce-
ment, and their assembly has passed a resolution against 
the implementation of the Wakf Amendment Act. We 
demand that the Kerala government should also pass 
such a resolution," Thodiyur Muhammed Kunji Moulavi, 
General Secretary of the South Kerala Jamiatul Ulama, 
told PTI on Thursday. 

People from the Muslim community offer prayers during 
a community meeting, held to protest against the Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill 2025, in Bhopal


