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AP, WASHINGTON: A day 
care facility in a Texas 
county that's part of the 
measles outbreak has 
multiple cases, including 
children too young to be 
fully vaccinated, public 
health officials say. West 
Texas is in the middle of 
a still-growing measles 
outbreak with 505 cases 
reported on Tuesday. The 
state expanded the num-
ber of counties in the out-
break area this week to 
10. The highly contagious 

virus began to spread in 
late January and health 
officials say it has spread 
to New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
Kansas and Mexico. 

Three people who 
were unvaccinated have 
died from measles-relat-
ed illnesses this year, in-
cluding two elementary 
school-aged children in 
Texas. The second child 
died Thursday at a Lub-
bock hospital, and Health 
Secretary Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr. attended the fu-

Texas measles outbreak hits 505 
cases, spreading to various states

neral in Seminole, the epi-
centre of the outbreak.

As of Friday, there were 
seven cases at a day care 
where one young child 
who was infectious gave 
it to two other children 
before it spread to other 
classrooms, Lubbock Pub-
lic Health director Kather-
ine Wells said.

“Measles is so conta-
gious I won't be surprised 
if it enters other facilities,” 
Wells said.

There are more than 
200 children at the day 
care, Wells said, and most 
have had least one dose of 
the measles, mumps and 
rubella vaccine, which is 
first recommended be-
tween 12 and 15 months 
old and a second shot be-
tween 4 and 6 years old.

“We do have some chil-
dren that have only re-
ceived one dose that are 
now infected,” she said.

The public health de-
partment is recommend-
ing that any child with 
only one vaccine get their 
second dose early, and 
changed its recommenda-
tion for kids in Lubbock 
County to get the first vac-
cine dose at 6 months old 
instead of 1. A child who is 
unvaccinated and attends 
the day care must stay 
home for 21 days since 
their last exposure, Wells 
said. 

Case count and hospi-
talisation numbers in Tex-
as have climbed steadily 
since the outbreak began, 
and spiked by 81 cases 
from March 28 to April 4. 

On Tuesday, the state 
added another 24 cases 
to its count and two ad-
ditional counties, Bor-
den and Randall. One 
more person was hos-
pitalized since Friday, 
with 57 total.

PTI, LISBON:  Indians do 
not want to conquer coun-
tries but want to conquer 
hearts, President Droupadi 
Murmu said while interact-
ing with Indian research-
ers here on Tuesday. Dur-
ing an interactive session 
with Indian researchers at 
Champalimaud Centre for 
Unknowns, the president 
told them to be the best 
ambassadors of India as 
they are identified by the 
name of their country.

"You will excel in edu-
cation. You will excel in 
research. You will become 
a good scholar but you will 
contribute to the econo-
my and society, and follow 
rules and regulations here. 
Move ahead and make In-
dia proud," Murmu said 
in response to a question 
from a researcher.

The president could 
not hold back the teacher 
in herself as she stood up 
from her seat to respond 
to every question directed 
at her by the researchers.

"I had gone to a country 
where a senior leader asked 
me if Indians want to con-
quer the world. I said Indi-
ans do not want to conquer 
countries, they want to con-
quer hearts," she said.

When asked about the 
strides of women in India, 
Murmu said it is in Indian 
culture to say Sita Ram, 
Laxmi Narayan and ad-
dress a gathering as "devi-
yon (ladies) and sajjano 
(gentlemen)".

Murmu said she feels 
proud seeing women 
medalists, senior women 
officers, and women lead-
ing in various fields. She 
said Portugal is a good 
friend of India, its people 
are friendly and generous, 
and the country is endowed 
with natural beauty.

The president was re-
ceived at the Champali-
maud Centre by Portugal 
President Marcelo Rebelo 
de Sousa and President of 
the Champalimaud Foun-
dation Dr. Leonor Beleza.

Prez Murmu: Indians 
aim to conquer 

hearts, not nations


