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President Droupadi Murmu greets as she emplanes for
a state visit to Portugal and the Slovak Republic, in New
Delhi, on Sunday

House of BJP Minority Morcha's Manipur
president torched for supporting Waqf Act
IMPHAL: The house of the BJP Minority Morcha's Manipur
president, Asker Ali, was set on fire by a mob on Sunday
night allegedly for supporting the Waqf Amendment Act,
officials said. The incident happened at Lilong in Thoubal
district, they said. Ali had expressed his support for the
Act on social media on Saturday. An irate mob gathered
outside his residence around 9 pm, vandalised it and later
set it on fire, officials said. Following the incident, Ali
posted a video on social media, apologising for his earlier
statement. He also expressed opposition to the Act. Earlier
in the day, protests were held in different parts of Imphal
Valley against the Act.

Badminton trainer held on charges of raping
minor in Bengaluru

BENGALURU: The Bengaluru police Thursday arrested a
badminton trainer for raping a minor girl. The accused has
been identified as Suresh Balaji, 26, a native of Tamil Nadu.
A case was registered against him after the mother of the
16-year-old victim lodged a complaint. The complainant
has also alleged that Balaji recorded videos and photos

of her daughter in a compromising position. According to
the police, the accused started working as a badminton
coach in Bengaluru two years ago. Balaji allegedly
befriended the teenager, took her to his residence
multiple times and raped her on several occasions. In the
complaint, the mother also alleged that Balaji recorded
nude videos and photos of her daughter. The alleged
crime was discovered after the girl's grandmother found
her nude photos on her mobile phone. The girl revealed
her ordeal after the grandmother informed the victim's
parents about the photos.

Drug peddler nabbed with cocaine, MD in
south Delhi's Saket

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police has arrested an interstate drug
peddler with high-end narcotics in south Delhi's Saket
area, an official said on Sunday. Acting on a tip-off, the
team apprehended 29-year-old Vishal Singh with 29.70
grams of cocaine and 5 grams of methamphetamine
(MD) during a late night operation on April 4, he said. The
accused, a former taxi driver from Noida, was linked to a
Nigerian-based drug syndicate and had been delivering
drugs across Delhi-NCR.
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Fresh plea in SC challenges validity
of Waqf (Amendmant) Act, 2025

PTI, NEW DELHI: A fresh plea has
been filed in the Supreme Court
challenging the constitutional va-
lidity of the Waqf (Amendment)
Act, 2025, claiming it was a "bla-
tant intrusion” into the rights of
a religious denomination to man-
age its own affairs in the matter of
religion.

President Droupadi Murmu on
Saturday gave her assent to the
Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
which was earlier passed by Par-
liament after heated debates in
both Houses.

Several petitions have been
filed in the apex court challenging
the validity of the bill.

The fresh petition has been
filed by Samastha Kerala Jami-
athul Ulema, a religious organisa-
tion of Sunni Muslim scholars and
clerics in Kerala.

The plea, filed through advocate
Zulfiker Ali P S, said these amend-
ments would distort the religious
character of Waqfs while also irre-
versibly damaging the democratic
process in the administration of
Wagqf and Waqf Boards.

"Hence, it is submitted that the
2025 Act is a blatant intrusion
into the rights of a religious de-
nomination to manage its own
affairs in the matter of religion
which is protected under Article

Kerala leader M A

Congress supporters take part in the blk flagprotest against Waqf
(Amendment) Bill and other issues, in Chennai, on Sunday

26 of the Constitution of India,”
the plea said.

It alleged that the 2025 Act was
against the federal principles of
Constitution as it takes away all
powers of the state governments
and State Wagqf Boards in connec-
tion with Waqgfs and accumulates
all powers into the hands of the
Central government.

"The cumulative effect of these
provisions will be highly detri-
mental to Waqfs at large and the
Muslim community will be de-

prived of large tract of Waqf prop-
erties on account of operation of
these provisions,” the plea said.

Several pleas, including those
by Congress MP Mohammad
Jawed, AIMIM president Asadud-
din Owaisi and AAP MLA Amanat-
ullah Khan, were filed in the top
court challenging the validity of
the bill.

Besides them, an NGO -- Asso-
ciation for the Protection of Civil
Rights — has also filed a petition
in the apex court challenging the

BJP govt wants to acquire land

through Waqf Act: Maha Cong chief

PTI, NASHIK: Maharashtra Con-
gress president Harshvardhan
Sapkal on Sunday alleged that
after rolling out the Wagqf Act for
‘acquiring land’, the BJP govern-
ment has set its eyes on "grab-
bing" huge amount of gold in the
famous Lord Padmanabh temple.

Sapkal said, "When the Brit-
ish decided to make Delhi their
capital, there was a demand that
places of worship be kept safe
while acquiring land.

"For this purpose, the Wagqf
Board was formed in 1913
through the Rehabilitation Act.
It was formed to keep places of
worship of all religions safe, and
special rights were given to tem-
ples, mosques, and gurdwaras."

He alleged the BJP government
is trying to acquire land after pass-
ing the Waqf Amendment Bill.

"They want to grab the huge
amount of gold in the Pad-
manabh temple".

Notably, the Padmanabhas-

wamy Temple in Thiruvanan-
thapuram is considered the sa-
cred abode of Lord Vishnu in the
Sri Vaishnava tradition.

Earlier in the day, Sapkal visit-
ed the famous Kalaram temple in
Nashik holding the Constitution
book and offered prayers on the
occasion of Ram Navami.

He said Lord Ram is an integral
part of the Indian culture.

He said Babasaheb Ambedkar
had protested to gain entry into
the historical Kalaram temple in
Nashik, but the then system re-
sisted his attempts.

"[ entered the Kalaram temple
holding the sacred Constitution
written by Babasaheb to have
darshan of Lord Ram," he said.

Sapkal said Lord Ram belongs
to everyone and is an integral
part of the Indian culture.

"[ wished the thought of equal-
ity, brotherhood, and Constitu-
tionalism spread in India and
Maharashtra," he added.

constitutional validity of the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2025.

Jawed's plea alleged the bill
imposed "arbitrary restrictions"

on Wagqf properties and their
management, undermining the
Muslim community's religious au-
tonomy.
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Baby elected CPI(M)
general secretary
First from a minority community

MADURAI: Veteran
leader M A
Baby was
on Sunday
elected

PTI,

~ general

’ ' secretary
at its 24" All India Party
Congress.

A former state minister,
Baby is the second lead-
er from the party's Kerala
unit to be elected to the
top post, following in the
footsteps of CPI(M) stal-
wart EMS Namboodiripad.
While Prakash Karat —
who served as general sec-
retary between 2005 and
2015 — hails from Kerala,
he belonged to the party's
Delhi unit. Baby is also the
first CPI(M) general secre-
tary from a minority group.

A section of leaders had
put their weight behind All
India Kisan Sabha (AIKS)
president Ashok Dhawale
for the top post.

Sources said Surya Kan-
ta Mishra, Nilotpal Basu,
Mohd Salim and Ramchan-
dra Dome were among
those who backed Dhawale.

Karat, who served as in-

terim coordinator in the
run-up to the congress fol-
lowing the passing of gen-
eral secretary Sitaram Ye-
chury, said, "The congress
has chalked out a political
line for the future, the or-
ganisational steps needed
to take the party forward
and, on that basis, it has
elected a new leadership,
a new Central Committee,
a new Politburo and a new
general secretary.”

Baby, who has been a
member of the CPI(M) Po-
litburo — its highest deci-
sion-making body — since
2012, called himself an "obe-
dient soldier" of the party.

Speaking to reporters,
the veteran leader admit-
ted that there had been
a decline in the party's
strength and said every
CPI(M) member needed to
come together to achieve
the goal of strengthening it.

In his message to the
delegates after his name
was announced as general
secretary, Baby called for
consolidating the strengths
of the party's different
committees as well as mass
organisations.

Farmer leader Dallewal ends hunger
strike after 130 days says fight is on

PTI, CHANDIGARH: Punjab farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal on Sun-
day ended his hunger strike which he
had started on November 26 last year
to press for various demands of agi-
tating farmers including a legal guar-
antee on the minimum support price
for crops.

The announcement came a day after
Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Union Minister of State for
Railways Ravneet Singh Bittu appealed
to him to end his fast-unto-death.

Dallewal announced that he was
ending his indefinite fast at a 'Kisan
Mahapanchayat' organised at the
grain market in Sirhind in Fatehgarh
Sahib district of Punjab. At the same
time, he asserted that their fight for
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Farmer leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal speaks with the media after ending his hunger

Humanitarian a|d being loaded onboard the Indian Air Force's C-17 plane for Mandalay in the earthquake- h|t Myanmar on Sunday

India sends more humanitarian aid to Myanmar

PTI, NEW DELHI: India on Sunday
sent 31 tonnes of humanitarian aid,
including replenishment stores for
an Indian army field hospital unit de-
ployed in Myanmar, to augment New
Delhi's efforts to provide succour to
the quake-hit neighbouring country.

The aid was sent in a C-17 Globe-
master heavy-lift aircraft.

It took off from the Hindon air
force station in Ghaziabad early Sun-
day, a senior official said.

"#0perationBrahma@IAF_MCC
C> C-17 plane departs for Mandalay

with 31 tons of humanitarian aid, in-
cluding replenishment stores for the
Indian army field hospital unit," Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
posted on X.

India mounted its relief mission
named 'Operation Brahma' as a swift
response to the devastation caused
by the earthquake that hit Myanmar
as well as Thailand on March 28.

The field hospital, under 'Opera-
tion Brahma', continues its human-
itarian mission in Myanmar as the
local government and its agencies

also soldiered on with their efforts in
relief and rescue work.

The hospital unit comprising 118
personnel was deployed in Myanmar
using two C-17 heavy-lift aircraft of
the IAF which had taken off from
Agra on March 29.

The field hospital has been set up
by the Indian Army in Mandalay.

Meanwhile, an Indian Navy
spokesperson said that INS Gharial
with 442 tonnes of relief material, in-
cluding 405 tonnes of rice, arrived at
Yangon early Saturday.
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i Supreme Court collegium
¢ has recommended the ap-
¢ pointment of Punjab and
i Haryana High Court judge
i Justice Arun Palli as the
¢ chief justice of the High
¢ Court of Jammu & Kashmir
: and Ladakh.

by Chief Justice of India
: Sanjiv Khanna, held its
i meeting on April 4.

i Collegium in its meeting
¢ held on April 4, 2025 has
¢ recommended
: ment of Justice Arun Palli,

Justice Arun Palli
recomended as
CJ of J&K and
Ladakh HC

NEW DELHI: The

The collegium, headed

"The Supreme Court :

appoint-

nism to address the issues ailing the judi-

ciary including charges directed at judges.
¢ The former Union minister of Law and dic
. Justice spoke on several issues, like mecha-
¢ nisms for the judiciary to address ailments
i within, judicial appointments and National
Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC), an
and laws passed by Parliament being in-
creasingly challenged in courts.

"The time for NJAC was ripe in 2014-
15 when it was first mooted and put to

PTI, NEW DELHI: Former Union law min- ‘

i ister Ashwani Kumar on Sunday said the

i time is ripe for replacing the present colle-

: gium system of judicial appointments and
"processes of public opinion are moving
robustly” in favour of an alternative mech-

Time to replace collegium system:
Former Law Minister Kumar

I am convinced that the processes
of public opinion are moving

robustly in favour of an alternate
mechanism for the appointment of
judges. It could be on the lines of the
proposed NJAC, it could be something

anism for judges' appointment. better
¢ He also called upon the Supreme Court . .
¢ to put in place a robust in-house mecha- /‘; A_Sthwam Kumar, Former Union Law
: inister

appointment of judges that will satisfy ju-

ial scrutiny.

It was during Kumar's tenure as Law
Minister that the NJAC bill was drafted un-
der the UPA rule, but it was later passed in

amended form after the NDA assumed

power only to be quashed by the Supreme
Court in October 2015.

On why he believed that it was time for
NJAC to be brought in, Kumar said he had a

the legal guarantee on MSP for crops
and other demands continues.

"You all have said (to me) to end the
fast-unto-death. For me 'sangat' (peo-
ple) is ‘rabb da roop’ (a form of God).
[ am indebted to you for looking after
the agitation the way I had said. I re-
spect your sentiments,” said Dallewal,
who addressed the gathering from
a stretcher.

strike in Punjab, on Sunday

"The 'morcha’ (agitation) contin-
ues. Even today I do not want to end
the indefinite fast but you have asked
me time and again (to end fast) and I
respect it.

"But I want to ask you and get an as-
surance that we will have to put up a
stronger 'morcha’. The fight is on. The

MSP (guarantee) has to be taken and
a bigger 'morcha’ has to be put up. Do
you agree on holding a bigger 'mor-
cha')" he asked the gathering.

"The government is alert and it
knows farmers can fight. The way you
took care of the 'morcha’, the govern-
ment has seen it," he said.

i judge, High Court of Pun- :
i jab & Haryana, as Chief
i Justice of HC of Jammu & :
i Kashmir and Ladakh," a
i statement uploaded on the
i apex court website said.

Justice Palli was ele-

vated to the bench of the
¢ Punjab and Haryana High
i Courton Dec 28,2013.

L vote. It is certainly ripe today. And now, I

am convinced that the processes of public
opinion are moving robustly in favour of an
alternate mechanism for the appointment
of judges. It could be on the lines of the pro-
posed NJAC, it could be something better,"
Kumar told PTIL

The former Congress leader said the gov-
ernment is fully within its rights to bring a
revised constitutional amendment for the

serious issue with the validity of the judge-
ment whereby the NJAC was struck down as
unconstitutional, even though it had the "su-
preme will and majority of the Parliament".

He said the principal reason for the court
to strike down the NJAC system was that
the government representatives and emi-
nent persons to be appointed by the Gov-
ernment on the NJAC could compromise
the independence of the Judiciary.



