
obituaries / news 13GOA, SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 2025

Russian missile strike in central 
Ukraine kills 18

AP, KYIV: The death toll 
from a Russian missile 
strike in the central Ukrain-
ian city of Kryvyi Rih has 
risen to 18, including nine 
children, regional Governor 
Serhii Lysak said Saturday.

A further 72 people were 
injured in Friday's attack, 
the youngest a 3-month-
old. About half of them 
remained in the hospital, 
with 17 in serious condi-
tion.

“There can never be 
forgiveness for this,” said 
Oleksandr Vilkul, head of 
the city's defense council. 

“Eternal memory to the 
victims.”

Kryvyi Rih is the home-
town of Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

“The missile struck an 
area right next to residen-
tial buildings - hitting a 
playground and ordinary 
streets,” Zelenskyy wrote 
on Telegram.

Local authorities said 
the strike damaged about 
20 apartment buildings, 
more than 30 vehicles, an 
educational building and a 
restaurant.

The Russian Defence Min-

istry claimed Friday that it 
had carried out a high-pre-
cision missile strike with a 
high explosive warhead on 
a restaurant where a meet-
ing with unit commanders 
and Western instructors 
was taking place.

Russian military claimed 
that the strike killed 85 
military personnel and for-
eign officers and destroyed 
20 vehicles. The military's 
claims could not be inde-
pendently verified. The 
Ukrainian General Staff re-
jected the claims.

A later drone strike on 
Kryvyi Rih killed one woman 
and wounded seven other 
people. Zelenskyy criticises 
US ambassador's response

Zelenskyy blamed the 
daily strikes on Russia's 
unwillingness to end the 
war: “Every missile, every 

drone strike proves Russia 
wants only war," he said, 
urging Ukraine's allies to 
increase pressure on Mos-
cow and bolster Ukraine's 
air defences.

He also criticised the re-
sponse of the US Embassy 
in Kyiv to the strike. Am-
bassador Bridget A Brink 
posted on social media 
Friday that she was “horri-
fied" by the strike in Kryvyi 
Rih. “More than 50 people 
injured and 16 killed, in-
cluding 6 children. This is 
why the war must end,” the 
post said.

Zelenskyy, who has so far 
had a strained relationship 
with US President Donald 
Trump, described the post 
as “unpleasantly surpris-
ing" for not directly naming 
Russia as the perpetrator 
of the attack.

AP, JERUSALEM: Israel 
says troops have deployed 
to a newly established 
security corridor across 
southern Gaza.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu on Wednesday 
announced the new Morag 
Corridor to pressure the 
Hamas militant group and 
suggested it would cut off 
the southern city of Rafah, 
which Israel has ordered 
evacuated, from the rest of 
Gaza.

A military statement 
Saturday said troops with 
the 36th Division had 
been deployed in the cor-
ridor. It was not immedi-
ately clear how many had 
deployed or where exactly 
the corridor was locat-
ed. Morag is the name of 
a Jewish settlement that 
once stood between Ra-
fah and Khan Younis, and 
Netanyahu suggested it 
would run between the 
cities.

Maps published by Is-
raeli media showed the 
new corridor running 
the width of the narrow 
coastal strip from east to 
west.

Netanyahu said it would 
be “a second Philadelphi 
corridor,” referring to the 
Gaza side of the border 
with Egypt further south, 
which has been under 
Israeli control since last 
May.

Israel has also reasserted 
control over the Netzarim 
corridor that cuts off the 
northern third of Gaza, in-
cluding Gaza City, from the 
rest of the strip. The Phil-
adelphi and Netzarim cor-
ridors run from the Israeli 
border to the Mediterrane-
an Sea.

“We are cutting up the 
strip, and we are increasing 
the pressure step by step, 
so that they will give us our 
hostages,” Netanyahu said 
Wednesday.

Israeli troops deploy to 
new corridor across Gaza

AP, WELLINGTON:  A 
tsunami warning was 
cancelled for Papua New 
Guinea after a strong mag-
nitude 6.9 earthquake, ac-
cording to the US Geologi-
cal Survey.

6.9 quake hits Papua New 
Guinea, Tsunami alert lifted

The quake was shallow, 
striking the Pacific island 
nation at a depth of 10 kilo-
metres (6 miles) on Satur-
day morning local time. It 
was centered offshore, 194 
km (120 miles) east of the 
town of Kimbe, on the is-
land of New Britain.

The Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Centre later called 
off an alert issued imme-
diately after the jolt that 
warned of waves of 1 to 3 
metres along some parts 
of the Papua New Guinea 
coastline. A caution about 
smaller waves of 0.3 m is-
sued for nearby Solomon 
Islands was also called off.

AFP, BARCELONA: Spanish police on 
Saturday said they had busted a Hell's 
Angels-linked gang smuggling cocaine 
through the eastern port of Valencia and 
seized 1,000 kilograms (2,200 pounds) 
of the drug.

Spain is one of the main entry points 
for cocaine into Europe from Latin 
America.

An operation led by the European Un-
ion's law enforcement agency Europol 
led to the arrests of 20 people, half of 
whom were remanded in custody, a po-
lice statement said.

The majority of the arrests were in 
Spain. Two were held in Belgium and one 
in France, the statement added.

Some of those arrested were linked 
"to a faction of the Hells Angels gang in 
Belgium" and were primarily involved 
"in controlling and recovering drug ship-
ments", the statement said. 

The gang allegedly smuggled co-
caine hidden in containers arriving 
at Valencia port. They accessed drugs 
using so-called "spidermen" who 
climbed stacks of containers and re-
covered the cocaine using bolt cutters 
or radial arm saws.

Spanish police 
recover tonne of 

cocaine in gang bust AFP, SEOUL: Thousands protested 
in the South Korean capital Satur-
day in support of disgraced ex-pres-
ident Yoon Suk Yeol, who was re-
moved from office a day earlier over 
his bungled martial law declaration.

South Korea's Constitutional 
Court unanimously ruled on Friday 
to remove Yoon over the December 
3 attempt to subvert civilian rule, 
triggering fresh elections to be held 
by June after months of political 
turmoil.

A long wait for the court's rul-
ing had heightened tensions in the 
Asian nation, fuelling far-right sup-
port for Yoon and weekly rival ral-
lies in capital Seoul.

His supporters took to the streets 
in the capital and braved the rain on 
Saturday, chanting "impeachment is 
invalid!" and "nullify the snap elec-
tion!"

"The Constitutional Court's de-
cision destroyed our country's free 
democracy," said protester Yang 
Joo-young, 26.

"Speaking as someone in my 20s 
or 30s, I'm deeply worried about 
the future."

Yoon had defended his martial 
law attempt as necessary to root 
out "anti-state forces" and what he 
claimed were threats from North 
Korea.

But there were many scenes of 
jubilation in Seoul on Friday from 
those opposed to Yoon's rule, with 
people hugging and crying after the 
ruling was delivered.

Yet Yoon had found backing from 
extreme religious figures and right-
wing YouTubers who experts say 
used misinformation to court sup-
port for the former star prosecutor.

"Yoon's presidency has revealed 
the societal cracks based on polit-
ical polarisation and misinforma-
tion," Minseon Ku, a postdoctoral 
fellow at William & Mary Global Re-
search Institute, told AFP.

The court ruled that Yoon's ac-
tions in December had posed a 
"grave threat" to the country's sta-
bility.

Opposition leader Lee Jae-myung 
is seen as the frontrunner in the 
next election, experts say, and his 
party has taken a more conciliatory 
approach towards North Korea.

Thousands rally for S Korea’s 
impeached ex-prez Yoon


