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TMC members stage 
a protest over alleged 
'voter card fraud' 
during the Budget 
session of Parliament,  
in New Delhi 

Protesters burn vehicles 
outside the Bokaro Steel 
Plant headquarters 
during a demonstration 
demanding job security, 
in Bokaro

Congress workers raise 
slogans during a protest 
against BJP MP Anurag 
Thakur over his remarks 
against the Congress 
party, in Shimla

Differently-abled members 
of Odisha PH Inclusive 
Education Volunteers 
Welfare Association Trust 
stage a demonstration to 
press for their charter of 
demands, in Bhubaneswar

SACRED RITUALS

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Rajya Sabha early Friday 
adopted a Statutory Reso-
lution confirming the im-
position of President's Rule 
in strife-torn Manipur with 
members across party lines 
supporting the decision.

Even though opposition 
members slammed the Cen-
tre for its failure to restore 
law and order in the state 
and control violence, the gov-
ernment said it was making 
all efforts to bring normalcy 
in the state, asserting that 
its policy was not to impose 
President's Rule in states.

Speaking at the end of the 
discussion on the resolu-
tion, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah said a meeting 
between the two communi-
ties from Manipur is likely 
to take place in the national 
capital soon.

Shah informed the House 

that two meetings between 
the communities had already 
taken place in Manipur while 
the House was in session.

"...We are investing our ef-
forts to bring peace back in 
Manipur. Thirteen meetings 
have happened. We brought 
up the subject late as meet-

ings were going on. The next 
meeting is in the offing and 
the issue will see its resolu-
tion soon," the minister said.

"The path to communica-
tion is open... We don't use 
this for political mileage," 
Shah added.

He accused the Congress 

and other parties of trying 
to spread misinformation 
as there was "zero violence" 
in Manipur.

The minister claimed 
that on February 11, the 

Manipur chief minister 
had resigned and as the 
news broke, the Congress 
brought a no-confidence 
against him even though it 
did not have the numbers.

Rajya Sabha confirms imposition 
of President‘s rule in Manipur

Security personnel keep vigil amid protests at National People's 
Party President Yumnam Joykumar's residence over his alleged 
controversial remarks on Manipur violence, in Imphal

OPPN URGES PM MODI TO VISIT MANIPUR, 
RESTORE ORDER AMID ONGOING UNREST

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Opposition parties on Friday attacked 
the government over its failure in controlling violence in 
BJP-ruled Manipur and demanded Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi visit the strife-torn state at the earliest and help 
restore the law and order situation there. They also de-
manded a thorough inquiry into the violence and a white 
paper tabled in Parliament. The opposition also blamed 
former state chief minister N Biren Singh for the collapse 
of law and order in Manipur. It demanded that the elec-
tion process in the state be restored, saying President's 
rule is not a remedy. Initiating the discussion on a 
statutory resolution on imposition of President's Rule in 
Manipur, Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge asked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to visit strife-torn Manipur 
at the earliest to restore order. 

PTI, IMPHAL: Tensions 
flared in Manipur's Im-
phal West on Friday as 
dozens of women pro-
testers attempted to 
storm the residence of 
National People's Party 
(NPP) Manipur unit pres-
ident Yumnam Joykumar 
Singh, demanding an 
apology over his recent 
remarks on Meitei organ-
isation Arambai Tenggol.

The protesters, under 
the banner of Apunba Ma-
nipur Emasing (United 
Manipur Mothers), tried 
to force their way into Joy-
kumar's home in Naorem-
thong, but were stopped by 
police deployed in the area. 

However, a few repre-
sentatives were allowed 
to meet Joykumar.

The protests were 
triggered by a post on X, 
in which Joykumar had 
written, "Biren Ji mis-
judged the Kuki-Meitei 
conflict's roots… Why did 
his govt allow massive 

Women protesters target residence 
of NPP Manipur chief over remark

rallies, withdraw comman-
dos from Churachandpur, 
and let groups like Arambai 
Tenggol attack Kukis?"

Following the meeting 
with the women's group, 
Joykumar told reporters that 

the issue stemmed from a 
"slight misunderstanding" 
and confirmed that Arambai 
Tenggol's name had been 
removed from the original 
post. However, he refused to 
tender a public apology.

PTI, MUMBAI:  After being 
stranded for more than 40 
hours at a Turkey airport, 
over 250 Virgin Atlantic 
passengers, including Indi-
ans, are now airborne and 
their flight is expected to 
land in Mumbai late in the 
evening on Friday.

The passengers were 
stuck at the Diyarbakir Air-
port in Turkey after their 
Mumbai-bound aircraft from 
London was diverted to the 
airport on Wednesday.

In a statement on Friday, 

a Virgin Atlantic spokes-
person said the passengers 
were provided with over-
night hotel accommoda-
tion on Thursday evening.

"With all necessary tech-
nical approvals now se-

cured, the plane departed 
Diyarbakir Airport at 13:00 
local time on Friday 4th 
April, operating as flight 
VS1358. Customers are now 
en route to Mumbai, with an 
expected arrival at approxi-
mately 20:49 local time," the 
spokesperson said.

A passenger, who was 
among those stranded at 
the airport, told PTI on 
Thursday that all passen-
gers were sitting on the 
floor, and there were no 
blankets available.

Also, there was no veg-
etarian food available, the 
passenger said on condi-
tion of anonymity. Over 
250 passengers are stuck at 
the airport. An A350-1000 
aircraft was operating the 
flight that has over 300 
seats, according to sources. 

"We're sorry that Virgin 
Atlantic flight VS358 from 
London Heathrow to Mum-
bai on 2nd April was dis-
rupted following an urgent 
medical diversion to Diyar-
bakir Airport in Turkey.

Virgin Atlantic flight carrying over 250 passengers 
stranded in Turkey takes off for Mumbai

A passenger, who was 
among those stranded 
at the airport, told 
PTI on Thursday that 
all passengers were 
sitting on the floor, and 
there were no blankets 
available

Devotees perform rituals at Hooghly river on the last day of the 'Chaiti Chhath Puja' festival, 
in Nadia, West Bengal

PTI, CHHATRAPATI 
SAMBHAJINAGAR:  Seven 
women farm labourers, 
two of them aged 18, died 
and three others were res-
cued after a tractor-trolley 
ferrying them to an agri-
culture field plunged into 
a well in Nanded district 
of Maharashtra on Friday 
morning, an official said.

The accident occurred at 
around 7.30 am in Asegaon 
village which lies under 
jurisdiction of Limbgaon 
police station when the 
vehicle veered off the road 
and fell into the well filled 
to the brim with water, said 
District Information Officer 
(DIO) Pravin Take said.

Police and local admin-
istration officials immedi-
ately launched a rescue op-
eration and pumped out a 
large amount of water from 
the well, he said.

At the end of the opera-
tion, bodies of seven wom-
en were fished out of the 
well, while three others 
were rescued, said the DIO.

"The woman were on 
their way to harvest turmer-
ic at a farm. All those who 
died hailed from Gunj village 

under Vasmat tehsil in Hin-
goli district," the official said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Tarabai Satwaji 
Jadhav (35), Dhrupata Sat-
waji Jadhav (18), Saraswati 
Lakhan Burad (25), Sim-
ran Santosh Kamble (18), 
Chaitrabai Madhav Pardhe 
(45), Jyoti Irabaji Saraode 
(35), Sapna Tukaram Raut 
(25), he said.

Three other women farm 
labourers - Parvatibai Bu-
rad (35), Purbhabai Kam-
ble (40), Satwaji Jadhav 
(55) - were rescued from 
the water body.

The injured will be given 
Rs 50,000 each, he said.

"Saddened by the loss 
of lives in an accident in 
Nanded, Maharashtra. Con-
dolences to those who have 
lost their loved ones. May 
the injured recover soon. 
The local administration 
is assisting those affected," 
the Prime Minister said.

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis expressed grief 
over the death of farm la-
bourers and separately 
announced a financial as-
sistance of Rs 5 lakh to the 
family of each deceased.

7 women farm workers 
die as tractor-trolley falls 

into well in Nanded

PTI, MUMBAI:  The Met 
department on Friday 
evening issued a warning 
about the possibility of a 
thunderstorm in Mumbai 
in the next few hours. 

The warning by the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) came around 
4.30 in the evening.

"Thunderstorm accom-
panied with lightning and 
light spells of rain with 
gusty winds reaching 30-
40 kmph very likely to oc-
cur at isolated places in the 
districts of Mumbai during 
next 3-4 hours," it said in 
the `Nowcast' warning.

It also asked people to 
take precautions while 
stepping out. The financial 
capital of the country has 
been experiencing scorch-
ing heat and high humidity 
since morning. Earlier this 
week, some areas of Mum-
bai had received drizzles. 

Meanwhile, the main-
line services of the Cen-
tral Railway were affected 
around 3.15 pm on Friday 
as a corrugated sheet roof 
was blown off.

IMD issues 
thunderstorm 

warning for 
Mumbai

PTI

PTI

APPOINTMENTS


