
boat while maintaining a 
distance to locate any arti-
cle that may have been left 
behind by Polyakov and 
could endanger the life and 
safety of the indigenous 
Sentinelese tribe." "Despite 
rough sea and heavy water 
current, the entire opera-
tion was conducted metic-
ulously and as per the pro-
tocol, in order to maintain 
the safety and privacy of the 
Sentinelese," the DGP said.

The SIT was accompa-
nied by Andaman Adim 
Janjati Vikas Samiti (AA-
JVS) officer (the complain-
ant of the case) and the ac-
cused US national, who is 
presently in police custody.

"The American national 
had allegedly left some bot-
tles of soft drinks on the is-
land for the Sentinelese tribe. 

It is feared that he might have 
left some other unknown 
items also, that are urgently 
required to be retrieved for 
the safety and health of the 
Sentinelese tribe as they are 
highly vulnerable to modern 
diseases, having no immu-
nity to infections common 
among outsiders," the police 
officer said.

"The foreign nation-
al, who accompanied us, 
showed the North-East 
side of the beach at North 
Sentinel Island where he 
claimed to have done some 
photo and video shoots. 
We could not find any soft 
drink bottles. The accused 
had brought some sand in 
a bottle from the island, the 
sample of which has been 
taken for forensic examina-
tion," he said.

xxx xxx xxx 
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Delhi Water Minister 
Parvesh Verma during 
an inspection visit to 
the Wazirabad water 
treatment plant, in 
New Delhi

Maharashtra CM 
Devendra Fadnavis 
with Chilean President 
Gabriel Boric Font 
during a meeting, in 
Mumbai

NCP MP Praful Patel 
addresses a gathering 
during the launch of Lokmat 
Media group Chairman Vijay 
Darda’s book ‘The Churn’, in 
New Delhi

Punjab CM Bhagwant 
Mann during the flagging 
off ceremony of 139 new 
state-of-the-art vehicles 
for Punjab Police, at 
Police Academy, Punjab

PTI, MUMBAI: Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav 
Thackeray on Thursday claimed the Union gov-
ernment has its eye on the land of the Waqf boards 
and asserted it may turn its attention to the land of 
temples, churches and gurdwaras next.

His party opposed the BJP's fraudulent stand 
on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill and "its ploy to 
take away (Waqf) land and give it to its indus-
trialist friends," Thackeray said at a press con-
ference here, hours after the bill was passed by 
the Lok Sabha.

The Sena (UBT), a former BJP ally 
now part of the opposition's INDIA 
grouping, has opposed the bill. 

Maharashtra Deputy Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde, who heads the 

rival Shiv Sena, said by opposing the bill Thac-
keray committed a greater "crime" than joining 
hands with the Congress.

"The concern about the Muslim community 
shown by the BJP and its allies supporting the 
bill will put (Pakistan founder Muhammad Ali) 
Jinnah to shame," Thackeray told reporters.

His remarks came as the BJP and the Shiv 
Sena led by Shinde sought to corner the Sena 
(UBT) for 'abandoning' Hindutva and the ideals 
of party founder Bal Thackeray in not support-
ing the Waqf (Amendment) Bill.

"You are eyeing Waqf land, but temple trusts, 
churches, gurdwaras too have land. You may be 

eyeing us (lands of Hindu temples) as well. The 
bill was brought just for land. We have opposed 
this sham," said Thackeray, a former Maharash-
tra chief minister.

"If the Waqf bill is for the betterment of the 
Muslim community, who has abandoned Hin-
dutva (by bringing it in)," he asked.

"What has the Waqf (Amendment) Bill to do 
with Hindutva? How will Hindus benefit from 
this?" he further said.

Thackeray, however, admitted the bill has 

some good elements, and said his party will not 
support negative politics. 

"There should be transparency," he added.
The BJP has won a third term at the Centre 

and things are going well, yet it is raking up Hin-
du-Muslim issues, he said, alleging the saffron 
party's policy is to create a divide, orchestrate 
fights, and rule.

Thackeray also dared the BJP to remove the 
green colour from its party flag if it disliked 
Muslims.

When the Shiv Sena-BJP combine was in pow-
er in the state from 1995 to 1999, his father and 
Sena founder Bal Thackeray had told then chief 
minister Manohar Joshi and deputy CM Gopi-
nath Munde to give additional FSI to places of 
worship, he said.

"You were a kid then. Do not teach us about 
Bal Thackeray's ideals," Uddhav said attacking 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis who has tar-
geted him for 'abandoning' Hindutva ideology.

Thackeray also denied that his party decided 
to oppose the Waqf bill due to pressure from 
ally Congress, as suggested by Eknath Shinde.

Govt eyeing Waqf land: 
Uddhav Thackeray
Says church, temple properties could be targeted next

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray addresses a 
press conference in Mumbai, on Thursday

WAQF 
BILL

Our party opposed the BJP’s fraudulent 
stand on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill and 

its ploy to take away (Waqf) land and give it to 
its industrialist friends
— Uddhav Thackeray, Shiv Sena (UBT) chief

PTI, NEW DELHI: Congress Par-
liamentary Party chairperson So-
nia Gandhi on Thursday termed 
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill as a 
"brazen assault" on the Constitu-
tion, saying it was part of the BJP's 
strategy to keep society in a state 
of "permanent polarisation".

Hours after the Lok Sabha 
passed the Waqf amendment bill, 
Gandhi said the bill was "bull-
dozed" through in the lower house.

She also said that the One Na-
tion, One Election Bill is another 
subversion of the Constitution and 
the party would strongly oppose it.

"Yesterday, the Wakf Amendment 
Bill, 2024 was passed in the Lok 
Sabha and today it is scheduled to 
come up in the Rajya Sabha. The 
bill was in effect bulldozed through. 
Our party's position is clear. The Bill 
is a brazen assault on the Constitu-
tion itself. It is very much part of the 

BJP's deliberate strategy to keep 
our society in a state of permanent 
polarisation," Gandhi said.

The former Congress president 
also said their plea for the imme-
diate implementation of the wom-
en's reservation bill passed by both 
Houses two years back continues 
to be wilfully ignored along with 
the other demand for one-third 
reservation for women belonging 
to scheduled castes, scheduled 
tribes and OBC communities.

"Whether it is education, civil 
rights and liberties, our federal 
structure or conduct of elections, 

the Modi govt is dragging the coun-
try into an abyss where our Consti-
tution will remain on paper and we 
know their intention is to demolish 
even that," she charged.  

"It is vital for all of us to continue 
to fight for what is right and just, to 
expose Modi government's failing 
and intention to turn India into a 
surveillance state," Gandhi said.  

All party MPs, including Con-
gress president Mallikarjun Kharge 
and LoP in LS Rahul Gandhi, were 
present at the meeting.

Gandhi also said they have repeat-
edly been raising the issue of free 

and fair elections and the need for 
Parliament to debate the function-
ing of the Election Commission and 
its "opaque" rules and procedures, 
some of which are presently under 
challenge in the Supreme Court.  

She accused Modi of rebrand-
ing, repackaging and marketing 
numerous initiatives taken during 
2004-2014 as his own personal ac-
complishments. 

She charged that the Leaders 
of Opposition are not allowed to 
speak and the treasury benches 
are often found to be creating dis-
turbance in a bid to not allow the 
Congress to raise their issues.

"It is a matter of grave concern to 
our democracy that the LoP in the 
LS is not permitted to speak. Simi-
larly, time and again, the LoP in the 
RS, Khargeji is also not allowed to 
say what he wants to say and in-
deed must say.

...Assault on Constitution, polarises society: Sonia
Yesterday, the Wakf Amendment Bill, 2024 was passed in the Lok 
Sabha and today it is scheduled to come up in the Rajya Sabha. 

The bill was in effect bulldozed through. Our party's position is clear. 
The Bill is a brazen assault on the Constitution itself. It is very much 
part of the BJP's deliberate strategy to keep our society in a state of 
permanent polarisation
— Sonia Gandhi,  Congress Parliamentary Party chairperson

PTI, PORT BLAIR: The 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) constituted to in-
vestigate the case of a US 
national allegedly enter-
ing the prohibited tribal 
reserve area of the North 
Sentinel Island, inspected 
the island from a distance 
in a boat on Thursday for 
any article left behind by 
the foreigner, a senior po-
lice officer said.

US national Mykhailo Vik-
torovych Polyakov (24), ar-
rested by the CID on March 
31, had allegedly entered the 
North Sentinel Island with-
out any authorisation.

Andaman and Nicobar 
Police DGP HS Dhaliwal 
said, "The SIT along with 
officers from Tribal Wel-
fare department inspected 
the North Sentinel Islands 
through binoculars in a 

SIT inspects North Sentinel Island for any 
article left behind by arrested US national

(Left) US national Mykhailo Viktorovych Polyakov; (right) the 
inflatable boat seized from him

Hyderabad tree 
felling: SC says 
no activity till 
further orders

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day asked the Telangana 
government to explain the 
‘compelling urgency’ for 
clearing a large tree cover 
on a land parcel next to 
University of Hyderabad, 
and stayed any future ac-
tivity till further orders.

A bench of Justices B 
R Gavai and Augustine 
George Masih, which took 
suo motu cognisance of 
the state’s tree felling 
drive in Kancha Gachibow-
li Forest, called it a "very 
serious" matter.

It said the interim re-
port placed before it by 
the registrar (judicial) of 
the Telangana High Court 
depicted an "alarming pic-
ture" as a huge number 
of trees were being felled 
aside from the deploy-
ment of huge machineries.

"We direct that until fur-
ther orders, no activities 
of any sorts, except the 
protection of the trees al-
ready existing, shall be un-
dertaken by the state," the 
bench said.

The state chief secretary 
was ordered to answer 
several of its questions, 
including, the "compelling 
urgency" in clearing the 
green cover for develop-
mental activities from a 
purported forest area.

"He will go to temporary 
prison constructed at the 
same spot near the lake," 
the bench said, "if your 
chief secretary wants to 
enjoy the state hospitality, 
one can't help it."

PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: The opposi-
tion Congress and BJP on 
Thursday demanded the 
resignation of Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
following reports that his 
daughter, T Veena, has 
been named by the Serious 
Fraud Investigation Office 

(SFIO) in an "illegal pay-
ment" scandal.

KPCC President K 
Sudhakaran MP called 
for Vijayan's immedi-
ate resignation, urging 
that the ongoing CPI(M) 
Party Congress in Ma-
durai take up the matter  
seriously. 

Illegal payment scandal: Cong, BJP 
demand Kerala CM’s resignation


