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 External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
with Netherlands 
Foreign Minister Caspar 
Veldkamp during a 
meeting, in New Delhi

RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra speaks during 
the 90th foundation day 
event of the Reserve Bank 
of India, in Mumbai

Women weave 
traditional Assamese 
‘Gamosa‘ ahead of 
Rongali Bihu festival, in 
Nagaon district, Assam

Students being 
welcomed by teachers 
on the first day of the 
new academic session 
at a primary school,  
in Moradabad

SOUNDS OF TRADITION

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Lok 
Sabha will take up the con-
tentious Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill for discussion 
and passage on Wednes-
day, setting the stage for 
a showdown between a 
government determined 
to push it through and an 
opposition united in con-
demning the proposed law 
as unconstitutional.

The bill is likely to come 
before the Rajya Sabha on 
Thursday, with the two 
Houses allocated eight 
hours each for debating 
the proposed law.

Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP), Janata Dal (United), 
Shiv Sena and LJP (Ram Vi-
las) - the four biggest con-
stituents of the NDA after the 
BJP - issued whips to their 
MPs asking them to support 
the government stand.

The political heat is un-
likely to have any bearing 
on the final outcome as the 
numbers heavily favour 
the ruling BJP-led Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) in the Lok Sabha. 

The NDA has 293 MPs in 
the Lower House with a 
current strength of 542, 
and the BJP has often been 
successful in pulling the 
support of independent 
members and parties.

Though BJP allies like 
the TDP, JD(U) and Chirag 
Paswan-led LJP (Ram Vi-
las) had expressed reser-
vations over some aspects 
of the bill, they have be-
come more agreeable after 
the parliamentary com-
mittee adopted a few of 

their suggestions, official 
sources have said.

The opposition INDIA 
bloc also presented a unit-
ed face on Wednesday as 
its parties discussed their 
joint strategy to oppose 
the bill at a meeting in the 
Parliament House.

"All the Opposition par-
ties are united and shall 
work together on the floor 
of the Parliament to defeat 
the unconstitutional and 
divisive agenda of the Modi 
Govt on the Waqf Amend-

ment Bill," Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge 
said in a post on X.

Minorities and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijiju told reporters 
that the Lok Sabha's busi-
ness advisory committee 
(BAC), which includes lead-
ers from all major parties, 
chaired by Speaker Om Bir-
la agreed on an eight-hour 
debate, which could be 
extended after taking the 
sense of the House.

Sources said senior BJP 

leaders, including Home 
Minister Amit Shah, are 
likely to participate in the 
discussion on the bill in 
Parliament.

The early signs of a like-
ly raucous debate between 
the treasury and opposi-
tion benches over the bill 
were visible during the 
BAC meeting as the Con-
gress and several other op-
position INDIA bloc mem-
bers walked out in protest, 
accusing the government 
of stifling their voice.

Lok Sabha to take up Waqf bill today, RS next day
Congress' deputy lead-

er in the Lok Sabha Gaurav 
Gogoi alleged that their voic-
es were being ignored and 
said the opposition parties 
wanted more time to debate 
and the House to take up 
more issues, including the 
situation in Manipur and 
the row over electors' photo 
identity card.

Rijiju said several parties 
wanted four to six hours of 
debate, while those from the 
opposition demanded 12 
hours. He noted that the al-
lotted period of eight hours 
can be extended if the House 
feels so on Wednesday.

The Rajya Sabha BAC met 
later where it was decided 
to have a discussion on the 
bill on Thursday, by when 
the Lower House is expected 
to deliver its verdict.

AIMIM member Asadud-
din Owaisi, a sharp critic of 
the bill, told reporters that he 
will put forth his view during 
the debate to show how "un-
constitutional" it is. This bill 
is aimed at curbing the reli-
gious freedom of Muslims, he 

alleged, adding that people will 
teach BJP's allies like TDP and 
JD(U) a lesson.

People from the Sarna community take part in celebrations of the tribal festival of 'Sarhul', in Ranchi

PTI, BENGALURU: Kannada actress 
Ranya Rao approached the Karna-
taka High Court on Tuesday for bail 
after her plea was rejected by three 
subordinate courts one after anoth-
er in the gold smuggling case.

Ranya Rao's advocate B S Girish, 
has filed the bail petition in the Kar-
nataka High Court.

On March 27, the 64th CCH Ses-
sions Court in Bengaluru rejected 
her bail plea, following an earlier 
denial by the Special Court for Eco-
nomic Offences on March 14. Prior 
to this, the Magistrate Court had also 
refused her bail request, citing the 
gravity of the charges against her.

During a previous hearing, the 
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) informed the court that Ranya 
Rao had admitted to purchasing gold 
illegally using hawala money.

Actress Ranya Rao 
moves bail petition 

in K’taka HC

PTI, NEW DELHI: Over 
13,000 square kilometres 
of forest area - more than 
the total geographical area 
of Delhi, Sikkim and Goa 
combined - is under en-
croachment in 25 states 
and Union territories that 
have so far submitted data 
to the Union environment 
ministry.

Ten states are yet to 
submit data on forest en-
croachment.

Last year, the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT) 
took suo motu cognisance 
of a PTI report that cited 
government data show-
ing 7,50,648 hectares 
(7,506.48 square kilo-

metres) of forest area - 
more than five times the 
size of Delhi - was under 
encroachment.

The NGT had directed 
the ministry in April last 
year to compile the details 
of encroachment of for-
est areas in all states and 
Union Territories in a pre-
scribed format.

In a report submitted 
to the NGT last week, the 
ministry said that as of 
March 2024, a total of 
13,05,668.1 hectares (or 
13,056 square kilometres) 
of forest area was under 
encroachment in 25 states 
and Union territories that 
had provided data.

These states and Union 
territories are the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands, 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh, Chandi-
garh, Chhattisgarh, Dad-
ra and Nagar Haveli and 
Daman and Diu, Kerala, 
Lakshadweep, Maharash-
tra, Odisha, Puducherry, 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Tri-
pura, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Sik-
kim, Madhya Pradesh, Mi-
zoram and Manipur.

States and Union terri-
tories that are still to sub-
mit the data and details on 
forest encroachment are 
Bihar, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tel-

angana, West Bengal, Na-
galand, Delhi, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

Forest area or The Re-
corded Forest Area (RFA) 
includes land officially 
designated as forest by the 
government, even if it does 
not have tree cover.

RFA is further divided 
into three categories: re-
served forests, which have 
full protection, with activ-
ities such as hunting and 
grazing generally banned; 
protected forests, where 
some activities are allowed 
unless specifically restrict-
ed; and unclassed forests, 
which are not classified as 
reserved or protected.

13,000 sq km of forest area encroached in 25 
states, UTs; others yet to submit data: Govt report

PTI, NEW DELHI: A total 
of 298 people were killed 
during the landslides that 
hit Kerala's Wayanad dis-
trict last year, the govern-
ment informed Parliament.

Minister of State for 
Home Nityanand Rai 
said that while the Cen-
tre does not maintain a 
central data of deaths/
missing persons due to 
disasters, including land-
slides, the Kerala govern-
ment informed it that the 
total number of deaths 
due to the landslide in 
Wayanad was 298.

Out of these, 32 miss-
ing persons have been 
declared as deceased, 
the minister told the Lok 
Sabha in a written reply.

Asked about the com-
pensation provided by the 
Centre to the state, Rai said 
that based on a report of 

298 persons killed in 
Wayanad landslides: 
Govt tells Parliament

the inter-ministerial cen-
tral team (IMCT), the cen-
tral government approved 
an amount of Rs 153.47 
crore, subject to the adjust-
ment of 50 per cent of bal-
ance available in the state 
disaster response fund 
account, for the landslides, 
flash flood of 2024.

The amount also in-
cludes assistance for the air 
bills for utilising the servic-
es of the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) helicopters for rescue 
and relief, as per actual, and 
actual expenditure for the 
clearance of debris.

PTI, RANCHI: Two persons 
were killed and four oth-
ers injured in a collision 
between two goods trains 
in Jharkhand's Sahebganj 
district in the early hours of 
Tuesday, police said.

The collision between 
the two trains, operated by 
power major NTPC, hap-
pened around 3 am near 
Bhognadih in Barhait po-
lice station area, they said.

The tracks on which the 
accident happened are also 
owned by NTPC and mainly 
used for transporting coal to 
its power plants. “The driv-
ers of both the goods trains 
were killed in the head-on 
collision,” Sub-Divisional 
Police Officer of Sahebganj 
Kishore Tirkey told PTI.

Eastern Railway spokes-
person Kausik Mitra told PTI, 
“The goods trains and the 
tracks belong to the NTPC. 
It has nothing to do with the 

Indian Railways.” The line 
on which the accident hap-
pened, commonly known 
as NTPC Lalmatia MGR, 
connects the PSU's Kahal-
gaon Super Thermal Power 
Station in Bihar's Bhagalpur 
district to the Farakka Power 
Plant in Murshidabad dis-
trict of West Bengal.

In a statement, the rail-

ways said, “The NTPC 
sought help from Malda 
Division and requested for 
a 140-tonne crane from 
Malda Division of Eastern 
Railway, and it has been ar-
ranged from Sahibganj.” “In-
dian Railways is extending 
all possible help to NTPC 
authorities required for res-
toration,” it added.

2 dead, 4 injured as NTPC goods 
trains collide in Jharkhand

Damaged wagons after two goods trains collided in 
Sahibganj district of Jharkhand
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Stage set for a showdown between a determined government and belligerent opposition

Several Muslim organisations protested against Waqf (Amendment) Bill at Delhi's Jantar Mantar


