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AP, KYIV:  Russian drones 
hit a military hospital, shop-
ping center and apartment 
blocks in Ukraine's sec-
ond-largest city of Kharkiv, 
killing two people and 
wounding dozens, while US 
President Donald Trump 
voiced anger at Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
for comments he made 
about the leader of Ukraine. 

Ukraine's General Staff 
denounced the “deliber-
ate, targeted shelling” of 
the military hospital late 
Saturday. Among the casu-
alties were service mem-
bers who were under-
going treatment, it said. 
Regional Gov. Oleh Syn-
iehubov said those killed 
were a 67-year-old man 
and a 70-year-old woman. 

Ukraine's air force re-
ported that Russia fired 
111 exploding drones and 
decoys in the latest wave 
of attacks overnight into 

Sunday. It said 65 of them 
were intercepted and an-
other 35 were lost, likely 
having been electronically 
jammed. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said Sunday that over the 
past week “most regions 
of Ukraine” came under 

Russian attack. Writing 
on X, he said “1,310 Rus-
sian guided aerial bombs, 
over 1,000 attack drones 
- mostly Shaheds' - and 
nine missiles of various 
types, including ballistic 
ones” had been launched 
against Ukraine. 

Zelenskyy also repeated 

his assertion that “Russia is 
dragging out the war," ech-
oing comments he made 
Thursday in Paris that Rus-
sia is prolonging ceasefire 
talks "just to buy time and 
then try to grab more land.” 

Russia's Ministry of 
Defense, meanwhile, said 
its air defense systems 
shot down six Ukrainian 
drones. It also claimed 
Sunday that its troops had 
taken control of a village in 
Ukraine's partly occupied 
Donetsk region. The Rus-
sian claim could not be in-
dependently verified, and 
Ukraine did not comment. 

According to Ukrainian 
government and military 
analysts, Russian forces 
are preparing to launch a 
fresh military offensive in 
the coming weeks to max-
imize pressure on Kyiv 
and strengthen the Krem-
lin's negotiating position 
in ceasefire talks.

2 killed, dozens wounded in 
Russian attack on Kharkiv as 

Trump lashes out at Putin

A Ukrainian serviceman improve his tactical skills at a 
training camp in an undisclosed location in eastern Ukraine, 
amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine

PTI, KABUL: The Talib-
an leader said on Sunday 
there was no need for 
Western laws in Afghani-
stan and that democracy 
was dead as long as shar-
ia laws are in effect.

Hibatullah Akhundza-
da made the comments 
in a sermon marking the 
Islamic holiday of Eid Al-
Fitr, in the southern city 
of Kandahar's Eidgah 
Mosque. The 50-minute 
audio of his message was 
published on X by the Tal-
iban government's chief 
spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid.

There is no need for 
laws that originate from 
the West. We will create 
our own laws, Akhundza-
da said, speaking in Pa-
shto, while emphasizing 
the importance of Islamic 
laws.

The Taliban's inter-
pretation of sharia has 
led to bans on Afghan 
women and girls, who 
have been excluded 
them from education, 
many jobs and most 
public spaces. Such 
measures have isolated 
the Taliban on the world 
stage, although they 
have established diplo-

matic ties with countries 
including China and the 
United Arab Emirates.

Akhundzada has taken 
a stronger hand in direct-
ing policy since the Tali-
ban seized control of the 
country in 2021, despite 
some officials initially 
promising a more moder-
ate rule.

Akhundzada on Sun-
day criticized the West, 
saying non-believers had 
united against Muslims 
and that the US and oth-
ers were united in their 
hostility toward Islam, 
citing the Israel-Hamas 
war in Gaza.

Democracy had come 
to an end in Afghanistan 
and sharia was in effect, 
he said, adding that sup-
porters of democracy 
were trying to separate 
the people from the Tali-
ban government.
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AP, LOS ANGELES:  Rich-
ard Chamberlain, the hand-
some hero of the 1960s tel-
evision series "Dr. Kildare" 
who found a second career 
as an award-winning "king 
of the miniseries," has died. 
He was 90.

Chamberlain died Sat-
urday night in Waimana-
lo, Hawaii of complica-
tions following a stroke, 
according to his publicist, 
Harlan Boll.

Tall, with classic good 
looks and romantic style, 
Chamberlain became an 
instant favourite with 
teenage girls as the com-
passionate physician on 
the TV series that aired 
from 1961 to 1966. Pho-
toplay magazine named 
him most popular male 
star for three years in a 
row, from 1963-65.

Not until 2003 did he 
acknowledge publicly 
what Hollywood insiders 

had long known, that he 
was gay. He made the rev-
elation in his autobiogra-
phy, "Shattered Love."

The actor became 
known as "king of the TV 
miniseries" in 1978 when 
he landed the starring 
role in "Centennial," an 
epic production 24 hours 
long and based on James 
Michener's sprawling nov-
el. He followed that in 1980 
with "Shogun," another 
costly, epic miniseries 
based on James Clavell's 
period piece about an 
American visitor to Japan.

Chamberlain won Gold-
en Globes for his work in 
“Shogun" and “The Thorn 
Birds.” Years earlier, he re-
ceived one for “Dr. Kildare.”

When the public be-
gan to lose interest in 
miniseries, Chamberlain 
turned to the theater, 
where he displayed a 
fine singing voice. 

Actor Richard 
Chamberlain known for 
‘Dr Kildare,’ dies at 90

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court has re-
jected a plea by an ac-
tivist seeking directions 
to the Punjab and Har-
yana governments to 
take strict measures to 
control stubble burning, 
citing that the applica-
tion does not offer any 
particulars.

A bench of Justic-
es Abhay S Oka and 
Ujjal Bhuyan observed, 
“Moreover, when this 
court has passed sev-
eral orders on the is-
sue of stubble burning 
and is still seized of the 
matter, we do not want 
to encourage different 
parties to file applica-
tions for intervention 
and directions, only for 
the sake of it. The ap-
plication is accordingly 
rejected.” The plea filed 
by environment activ-
ist Vikrant Tongad said 
that pollution generated 
from stubble burning in 
April-May is harmful for 
the health of not only 
people living in Del-
hi-NCR but also those 
in the states where they 
are burnt. Children and 
elderly are especially af-
fected, it said.

“The present applica-
tion is also necessitat-
ed from the fact that air 
pollution has become a 
perennial national crisis 
affecting the lives of mil-
lions of people residing 
in the country, violating 
their fundamental rights 
under Articles 14, 19 and 
21 of the Constitution of 
India.

“Despite numerous 
directives issued by 
this court over the past 
decades, compliance 
has remained dismal, 
with government agen-
cies and stakeholders 
failing in their duty to 
protect public health 
and environment,” the 
plea argued.

SC rejects plea to direct 
Punjab, Haryana govts to 
control stubble burning
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