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People gesture with 
their fingers as they 
take part in a rally 
marking the annual 
Quds Day (Jerusalem 
day) commemorations 
in Rabat, Morocco

Italy‘s Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni (C), 
and Poland‘s President 
Andrzej Duda, listen to 
the national anthem at 
Chigi Palace government’s 
office, in Rome

Former US Vice Prez 
Al Gore gives a press 
conference on the 
sideline of a meeting 
of The Climate Reality 
Project NGO in Paris

voice of the world

AP, DUBAI:  Satellite pho-
tos from Planet Labs PBC 
analysed by The Associated 
Press show the earthquake 
toppled the air traffic con-
trol tower at Naypyitaw In-
ternational Airport.

The photos taken Sat-
urday show the tower 
toppled over as if sheered 
from its base. Debris lay 
scattered from the top of 
the tower, which controlled 
all air traffic in the capital 

of Myanmar.
It wasn't immediately 

clear if there had been any 
injuries in the collapse, 
though the tower would 
have had staff inside of it at 
the time of the earthquake 
Friday.

It likely also stopped air 
traffic into the internation-
al airport, given all elec-
tronics and radar would 
have been routed into the 
tower for controllers.

Flights carrying rescue 
teams from China have 

landed at the airport in 
Yangon instead of going 

directly to the airports in 
the major stricken cities 
of Mandalay and Naypy-
itaw.

The death toll from the 
powerful 7.7 magnitude 
earthquake in Myanmar 
jumped to more than 1,000 
on Saturday as more bodies 
were pulled from the rub-
ble of the scores of build-
ings that collapsed when it 
struck near the country's 
second-largest city.

AFP, MANDALAY: Exhaust-
ed, overwhelmed rescuers 
in Myanmar's second-big-
gest city pleaded for help 
Saturday as they struggled 
to free hundreds of people 
trapped in buildings de-
stroyed by a devastating 
earthquake.

Friday's shallow 
7.7-magnitude quake de-
stroyed dozens of buildings 
in Mandalay, the country's 
cultural capital and home 
to more than 1.7 million 
people.

In one street, a monas-
tery's clock tower lay col-
lapsed on its side, its hands 
pointing to 12:55 pm -- just 
minutes after the time the 
quake struck.

Among the worst-hit 
buildings in the city is the 
Sky Villa Condominium 
development, where more 
than 90 people are feared 
to be trapped.

The building's 12 sto-
reys were reduced to six 
by the quake, the cracked 
pastel green walls of the 
upper floors perched on 
the crushed remains of the 
lower levels.

A woman's body stuck 

out of the wreckage, her 
arm and hair hanging 
down.

Rescuers clambered over 
the ruins painstakingly re-
moving pieces of rubble 
and wreckage by hand as 
they sought to open up pas-
sageways to those trapped 
inside.

Scattered around were 
the remains of people's 
lives -- a child's plastic bun-
ny toy, pieces of furniture 
and a picture of the New 

York skyline.
After hours of pains-

taking work came a rare 
moment of joy as rescuers 
pulled Phyu Lay Khaing out 
of the remains of the Sky 
Villa Condominium -- still 
alive after 30 hours under 
the rubble.

She was carried out on a 
stretcher to be embraced 
by her husband Ye Aung 
and taken to hospital.

"In the beginning I didn't 
think she would be alive," 

Ye Aung told AFP as he anx-
iously waited for his wife 
-- then still buried in the 
rubble -- to emerge.

"I am very happy that I 
heard good news," said the 
trader, who has two sons 
with his wife -- eight-year-
old William, and Ethan, 
five.

 'More help is needed' 
Some residents sheltered 

under the shade of nearby 
trees, where they had spent 
the night, a few possessions 

they had managed to sal-
vage -- blankets, motorbike 
helmets -- alongside them.

Elsewhere, rescuers in 
flip-flops and minimal pro-
tective equipment picked 
by hand over the remains 
of buildings, shouting into 
the rubble in the hope of 
hearing the answering cry 
of a survivor.

"There are many vic-
tims in condo apartments. 
More than 100 were pulled 
out last night," one rescue 

worker who requested an-
onymity told AFP. 

As darkness fell on Sat-
urday, AFP journalists saw 
dozens of people preparing 
to bed down in the streets 
for a second night.

Widespread power cuts 
have hampered rescue ef-
forts, with emergency per-
sonnel relying on portable 
generators for power.

After more than 24 hours 
of desperate searching, 
many are exhausted and 

desperate for relief.
"We have been here 

since last night. We haven't 
got any sleep. More help is 
needed here," the rescue 
worker told AFP.

"We have enough man-
power but we don't have 
enough cars. We are trans-
porting dead bodies using 
light trucks. About 10-20 
bodies in one light truck."

Myanmar is accustomed 
to regular earthquakes, 
bisected north to south by 
the active Sagaing Fault, 
but the violent fury of Fri-
day's quake was exception-
al. 

More than 1,600 deaths 
and 3,400 injured have 
been confirmed already 
and, with the scale of the 
disaster only beginning to 
emerge, the toll is likely to 
rise significantly.

"Yesterday, when the 
earthquake happened, I 
was in my home. It was 
quite scary," Mandalay res-
ident Ba Chit, 55, told AFP.

"My family members are 
safe, but other people were 
affected. I feel so sorry for 
them. I feel very sad to see 
this kind of situation."

AFP, MANDALAY: Rescuers 
pulled a woman alive from 
the wreckage of a collapsed 
apartment building in 
Mandalay on Saturday, AFP 
journalists saw, 30 hours 
after a devastating quake 
hit Myanmar.

Phyu Lay Khaing, 30, was 
brought out of the Sky Villa 
Condominium by rescuers 
and carried by stretcher to 
be embraced by her hus-
band Ye Aung and taken to 
hospital.

"In the beginning I didn't 
think she would be alive," 
Ye Aung told AFP as he anx-
iously waited for his wife 
-- then buried in the rubble 
-- to emerge.

"I am very happy that I 
heard good news," said the 
trader, who has two sons 

with his wife -- eight-year-
old William, and Ethan, 
five.

A Red Cross official told 
AFP earlier that more 

We need aid: Rescuers in quake-hit 
Mandalay plead for help

INDIA SENDS 80 NDRF RESCUERS WITH 
TOOLS, CANINES TO QUAKE-HIT MYANMAR
PTI, NEW DELHI:  India is sending a contingent of 
80 NDRF personnel for aiding relief and rescue work 
in earthquake-hit Myanmar, officials here said on 
Saturday.Personnel of the federal disaster contingency 
force are being deployed under Operation Brahma, with 
quake rescue equipment such as strong concrete cut-
ters, drill machines, hammers, plasma cutting machines 
etc to provide succour to the neighbouring country. "A 
team of 80 NDRF (National Disaster Response Force) 
personnel are being sent to Myanmar aboard two IAF 
(Indian Air Force) sorties from Hindon in Ghaziabad. Both 
teams are expected to reach Nay Pyi Taw by Saturday 
evening," an official told PTI. Commandant PK Tiwary of 
the 8th NDRF battalion based in Ghaziabad near Delhi is 
leading the Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) team.

Woman rescued alive from collapsed 
Mandalay apartment block: AFP

than 90 people could be 
trapped under the re-
mains of the apartment 
block.

The shallow 7.7-mag-

nitude quake struck 
northwest of Mandalay 
early Friday afternoon, 
followed minutes later 
by a 6.7-magnitude after-
shock.

School children holding candles pray for earthquake victims 
in Myanmar and Thailand, in Amritsar

Control tower at Myanmar’s Naypyitaw International 
Airport collapsed in quake, satellite photos show

AFP, GENEVA: A severe 
lack of medical supplies is 
hampering efforts to re-
spond to the deadly earth-
quake in Myanmar, the 
United Nations said Sat-
urday, adding that those 
affected needed urgent hu-
manitarian aid.

The UN said it was 
mobilising emergen-
cy response efforts, 
alongside humanitarian 
partner organisations, 
following the huge 
earthquake that struck 
on Friday leaving more 
than 1,600 people dead 
in Myanmar and neigh-
bouring Thailand.

"As the full scale of the 
disaster unfolds, urgent 
humanitarian assistance 
is needed to support those 
affected," the UN humani-

tarian agency OCHA said in 
a statement.

It said the response was 
being hindered by a lack 

of medical supplies, along 
with damaged roads and 
communications infra-
structure.

Shortage of medical supplies hampers 
Myanmar quake response: UN

A consignment of relief material being dispatched to 
earthquake-hit Myanmar, at AFS Hindon, in Ghaziabad, Uttar 
Pradesh


