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AP, VATICAN CITY:  Pope 
Francis offered prayers to 
the victims of a powerful 
earthquake in Southeast 
Asia on Friday, the sixth 
day of his convalescence 
in the Vatican after a five-
week hospitalisation for 
life-threatening double 
pneumonia.

"The pope has been in-
formed of the disaster in 
Myanmar and is praying 
for the dramatic situation 
and for the many victims, 
also in Thailand," the Vat-
ican said. Images showed 
widespread destruction in 
Myanmar's second-largest 
city from the 7.7 magni-
tude quake centred in a 
country embroiled by civ-
il war, which also rocked 
neighbouring Thailand.

Since returning to 
the Vatican on Sunday, 
the pope has continued 
physical and respirato-
ry therapy, with slight 
improvements in both 
his speaking and move-
ments, the Vatican said 
without providing fur-
ther details. 

He continues to be treat-
ed for a lingering fungal 
infection of the respiratory 
airways.

The pontiff appeared 
weak and frail when he 
greeted the faithful from 
a balcony of the Gemel-
li Hospital last Sunday. 
He was later seen in the 
front seat of his white 
Fiat 500L wearing nasal 
tubes to receive supple-
mental oxygen.

At the Vatican, Francis is 
receiving oxygen around 
the clock, with high-pres-
sure delivery through nasal 
tubes only for part of the 
night. He can go without 
for short periods if an ac-
tivity requires it, Vatican 
sources said.

He has received no 
outside visitors since re-
turning to his residence 
in the Domus Santa Mar-
ta, and is surrounded 
by his medical team and 
close collaborators. He 
spends his time resting, 
in prayer and continuing 
the work of his papacy, 
the Vatican said.

Pope offers prayers for 
quake-hit Southeast Asia 

from Vatican AP, WASHINGTON:  The 
Trump administration on 
Friday asked the Supreme 
Court for permission to re-
sume deportations of Vene-
zuelan migrants to El Salva-
dor under an 18th century 
wartime law, while a court 
fight continues.

The emergency appeal 
to the high court follows a 
rejection of the Republican 
administration's plea to 
the federal appeals court 
in Washington. By a 2-1 
vote, a panel of appellate 
judges left in place an order 
temporarily prohibiting de-
portations of the migrants 
under the rarely used Alien 
Enemies Act

The Justice Department 
argued in court papers that 
federal courts shouldn't 
interfere with sensitive 
diplomatic negotiations. It 
also claimed that migrants 
should make their case in 
a federal court in Texas, 
where they are being de-
tained.

The order temporarily 
blocking the deportations 
was issued by US District 
Judge James E Boasberg, 

the chief judge at the fed-
eral courthouse in Wash-
ington.

President Donald Trump 
invoked the Alien Enemies 
Act for the first time since 
World War II to justify the 
deportation of hundreds of 
people under a presidential 
proclamation calling the 
Tren de Aragua gang an in-
vading force.

“Here, the district court's 
orders have rebuffed the 
President's judgments as to 
how to protect the Nation 
against foreign terrorist or-
ganisations and risk debil-
itating effects for delicate 
foreign negotiations,” act-
ing Solicitor General Sarah 
Harris wrote in the court 
filing.

Attorneys from the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union filed the lawsuit on 
behalf of five Venezuelan 
non-citizens who were be-
ing held in Texas, hours 
after the proclamation was 
made public.

The court set a Tuesday 
deadline for a response 
from the ACLU.

The case has become a 
flashpoint amid escalating 
tension between the White 
House and the federal 
courts.

Boasberg imposed a 
temporary halt on depor-
tations and ordered plane-
loads of Venezuelan immi-
grants to return to the US. 
That did not happen. The 
judge has since vowed to 

determine whether the 
government defied his 
order to turn the planes 
around. The administra-
tion has invoked a “state 
secrets privilege” and re-
fused to give Boasberg any 
additional information 
about the deportations.

Trump and his allies have 
called for impeaching Boas-
berg. In a rare statement, 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
said “impeachment is not 
an appropriate response to 
disagreement concerning a 
judicial decision.”

The Alien Enemies Act al-
lows non-citizens to be de-
ported without the oppor-
tunity for a hearing before 
an immigration or federal 
court judge.

Boasberg ruled that 
immigrants facing depor-
tation must get an oppor-
tunity to challenge their 
designations as alleged 
gang members. His ruling 
said there is “a strong pub-
lic interest in preventing 
the mistaken deportation 
of people based on catego-
ries they have no right to 
challenge.”

Trump asks SC nod to resume deporting 
Venezuelan migrants under wartime law
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PTI, DHAKA:  Former prime 
minister Khaleda Zia's BNP 
on Friday questioned the 
purview of Bangladesh's 
interim government on “re-
forms” as the newly formed 
student-led National Citizen 
Party (NCP) claimed some 
groups were attempting to 
bypass the issue for immedi-
ate elections.

Sorry, this (reform) is not 
your job,” mass circulation 
Prothom Alo newspaper 
quoted Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party's (BNP) spokes-
man Amir Khasru Mahmud 
Chowdhury as saying at a 
party event in the southeast-
ern port city of Chattagram.

He alleged that the inter-
im government led by Pro-
fessor Muhammad Yunus 
was echoing deposed PM-
Sheikh Hasina's rhetoric 
that deprived people of fair 
elections by promoting the 
narratives of development 
and the current govt is fol-
lowing the same path in the 
name of reforms.

BNP questions 
reform moves 

by B’desh 
interim Govt

PTI, BENGALURU: The 
husband of a 32 year-old 
woman, whose body was 
found in a suitcase in the 
city, seems to be the main 
suspect in the case and was 
now undergoing treatment 
in Pune after suicide at-
tempt, police said on Friday.

The body of Gauri 
Khedekar was found on 
Thursday with severe inju-
ry marks and stuffed inside 
a suitcase here. She is a na-
tive of Maharashtra.

Her husband Rakesh Ra-
jendera Khedekar fled to 
Pune after the crime where 
he allegedly attempted sui-
cide by consuming poison, 
police said.

He has been detained in 
connection with the mur-
der and is currently under-
going treatment at a hospi-

tal in the Maharashtra city.
Addressing a press con-

ference here, City Police 
Commissioner B Dayanan-
da said the police have reg-
istered a case in this regard 
and it is seen that the wom-
an's husband only is the 
main suspect. He had flown 
out of the city earlier.

"He was found admitted 
in a hospital in Pune. Ap-
parently, it is said he had 
consumed poison in a su-
icide attempt. He is in the 
hospital and our team has 
already contacted Pune po-
lice," he said.

According to him, a team 
of Bengaluru Police have 
gone to Pune, and as and 
when he is discharged 
from the hospital, he will 
be brought here for inter-
rogation.

Marital dispute is said to 
be the reason behind the 
murder.

"Relatives of the de-
ceased have come to Ben-
galuru and further details 
will be sought from them," 
he added.

Earlier, the police con-
trol room was alerted by 
the house owner at around 
5.30 pm on Thursday.

The woman and her hus-
band, who works as a pro-
ject manager in an IT firm 
here, moved to Bengaluru 
last month and were living 
in a flat at Doddakamman-
ahalli village in Hulimayu 
police station limits.

The victim's body was 
found dumped in the suit-
case inside the bathroom 
of the flat. There were stab 
injuries on her body.

PTI, NEW DELHI: Since 
January 2025 till date, 636 
Indian nationals have been 
deported to India from the 
US, the government in-
formed Parliament.

“Of these, 341 arrived 
on chartered flights, 55 ar-
rived via Panama on com-
mercial flights, and 240 
arrived on separate com-
mercial flights,” Minister 
of State for External Affairs 
Kirti Vardhan Singh said 
in a written response to a 
query in the LS.

TMC MP Yusuf Pathan 
asked whether it is a fact 
that “the government 
has offered to repatriate 
18,000 illegal Indian im-
migrants from the United 
States”, and the measures 

being implemented to 
ensure the welfare and 
reintegration of these re-
turnees.

“It is the obligation of all 
countries to take back their 
nationals, if they are found 
to be living illegally abroad. 
This is however subject to 
an unambiguous verifica-
tion of their nationality. 
This is not a policy that is 
practised only by India; it is 
a generally accepted prin-
ciple in international rela-
tions,” Singh said.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs on March 21 
had informed Parliament 
that 388 Indian nationals 
had been deported from 
the US since January 2025 
till then.

636 Indians deported from 
US since Jan: Govt tells Parl

Illegal arms smuggling racket 
busted in Amritsar, 2 held

PTI, CHANDIGARH:  Punjab 
Police on Friday said it bust-
ed a Pakistan-backed illegal 
arms smuggling racket with 
the arrest of two operatives 
who were supplying weapons 
to associates of foreign-based 
gangsters Lakhbir Landa and 

Satta Naushera.
Director General of Po-

lice (DGP) Punjab, Gaurav 
Yadav, has identified the 
arrested persons as Fateh 
Singh and Gurpreet Singh, 
both residents of Dhalla 
village in Tarn Taran.

PTI, IMPHAL:  Securi-
ty forces have nabbed 
four militants belonging 
to different proscribed 
outfits from three dis-
tricts of Manipur, police 
said in a statement on 
Friday.

The arrests were made 
in Bishnupur, Imphal East 
and Thoubal districts on 
Thursday.

A militant belonging 
to the Kangleipak Com-
munist Party (PWG) was 
nabbed from Maibam 
Chingmang in Bishnu-
pur district. The insur-
gent, identified as Leis-
hangthem Hiran Singh 
(40), was involved in 
extorting the common 
people.

Four militants 
arrested in 

Manipur

Bengaluru murder: ‘Main suspect 
husband attempted suicide’, say police

PTI, JAMMU: The bodies 
of three of the four Jammu 
and Kashmir policemen 
killed in an encounter with 
terrorists of banned Pa-
kistan-based Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed were recovered 
on Friday as fierce gunfight 
between security forces 
and terrorists entered its 
second day in the remote 
forested region of Jammu's 
Kathua, officials said here.

However, the service 
weapons of the deceased 
personnel still remain un-
accounted for, they added.

The operation, centred 
near the Jakhole village in 
the Ghati Juthana area of 
Rajbagh, began on Thurs-
day morning following in-
tensified police operations 
against recently infiltrated 
terrorists from across the 
International Border in the 
Hiranagar sector.

The encounter has re-
sulted in the deaths of four 
policemen and three Jaish 
terrorists while another 

seven security personnel, 
including a deputy super-
intendent of police (DSP), 
have sustained injuries.

The body of the fourth 
police personnel, who was 
reported missing on Thurs-
day evening, was located 
this morning by search par-
ties with the help of drones, 
but the retrieval efforts 
have not succeeded so far 

as two terrorists are still 
holed up at a height and fir-
ing at the search teams, the 
officials said.

Heavy gunfire, along with 
the sounds of explosions, 
continued for the second 
day as police, supported by 
the Army and the CRPF, ad-
vanced through the difficult 
hilly terrain after a night's 
halt.

It was not immediate-
ly clear whether it was 
the same group that had 
been evading an earlier 
cordon in the Sanyal for-
est of Hiranagar or an-
other batch of infiltrated 
terrorists.

The retrieved bodies of 
the policemen—Balwind-
er Singh Chib, Jaswant 
Singh, and Tariq Ahmed—
were recovered after a day 
of search efforts. However, 
the service weapons of the 
slain personnel were not 
found nearby, and officials 
said it was premature to 
say that the weapons were 
taken away by the terror-
ists. 

The bodies were received 
by Director General of Po-
lice Nalin Prabhat at the 
medical college where their 
postmortem was conduct-
ed before the ceremonial 
wreath-laying ceremony at 
district police lines, Kathua, 
the officials said.

They were personal secu-

rity officers of the sub-divi-
sional police officer (SDPO) 
who was leading the search 
party and came under 
heavy firing by terrorists 
when the encounter broke 
out, trapped them near the 
scene of the gunfight, adja-
cent to a rivulet concealed 
by dense foliage.

However, the SDPO - a 
DSP rank officer - was evac-
uated in an injured con-
dition from the scene late 
Thursday evening.

Besides the SDPO, three 
more policemen were ad-
mitted to Kathua hospital 
and their condition was 
stated to be stable. Two 
Army personnel were also 
injured in the operation.

Earlier, a group of ter-
rorists was intercepted on 
Sunday evening within a 
'dhok', a local term for an 
enclosure in a nursery, in 
the Sanyal village near the 
International Border with 
Pakistan in the Hiranagar 
sector.

Bodies of three policemen recovered as 
Kathua encounter enters second day

Security personnel during an anti-terrorist operation in a 
remote forested area, in Kathua district, Jammu and Kashmir


