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669 lions died in 
past 5 years, none 
due to poaching: 

Govt data
PTI, NEW DELHI: A total 
of 669 Asiatic lions have 
died in the last five years, 
but none due to poaching, 
the government told Par-
liament on Thursday.

The Gir forest in Gujarat 
is the only remaining natu-
ral habitat of Asiatic lions.

In a written reply to a 
question in the RS, Union 
Minister of State for En-
vironment Kirti Vardhan 
Singh said 142 lions died 
in 2020, 124 in 2021, 117 
in 2022, 121 in 2023 and 
165 in 2024.

"As reported by the 
(Gujarat) state govt, the 
reported causes of lion 
deaths include old age, 
illness, injuries from fights, 
cub mortality, falling into 
open wells, electrocution, 
accidents etc," Singh said.

He also said no incidents 
of poaching led to lion 
deaths during these years.

The most recent esti-
mate in June 2020 put the 
Asiatic lion population in 
Gujarat at 674, up from 
523 in 2015. A fresh pop-
ulation estimation will be 
conducted in May.

In Feb, Environment 
Minister Bhupender Ya-
dav told the Upper House 
that there is a sufficient 
prey base for lions in Gir 
and that the population 
of prey animals has been 
increasing. Over the years, 
experts have called for the 
translocation of lions in In-
dia, as the big cats remain 
geographically isolated in 
Gir. A second habitat would 
help protect them from 
extinction in case of an ep-
idemic, a sharp decline in 
prey or natural disasters.
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