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Congress General 
Secy and MP Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra during the 
inauguration of Vanitha 
Sangamam at Meenangadi, 
in Wayanad district, Kerala

Two-month old 
cubs born on Indian 
soil from mother 
cheetah Veera explore 
landscape at Kuno 
National Park, Shivpuri

Senior AAP leader and 
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay 
Singh addresses a 
press conference at 
the party office in 
New Delhi

K’taka CM Siddaramaiah 
with the interim report 
by retired Justice 
Nagamohan Das on 
internal reservation for 
Dalits, in Bengaluru

PTI, NEW DELHI: An op-
position parties' delega-
tion met Lok Sabha Speak-
er Om Birla on Thursday 
to flag the "denial of op-
portunity" to Leader of 
Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
to speak in the House, as 
well as the "politicisation" 
of his asking the Congress 
leader to follow the rules 
of procedure.

Congress's deputy lead-
er in the Lok Sabha Gaurav 
Gogoi said the INDIA bloc 
delegation, comprising the 
Congress, SP, TMC, DMK, 
Kerala Congress, RJD, 
IUML, RLP and MDMK, 
met the speaker during 
the Zero Hour.

Sources said Gogoi, Con-
gress general secretary or-
ganisation K C Venugopal, 
Congress whip Manickam 
Tagore, DMK's A Raja, SP's 
Dharmendra Yadav, TMC's 
Kalyan Banerjee, and NCP 
(SP) leader Supriya Sule 
were among the MPs who 
met the speaker.

"We have given a letter, 
which was signed by many 
parties, including the RSP 
and Shiv Sena (UBT). We 
conveyed our collective 
concern and disappoint-
ment to the speaker on 
how the ruling side is vio-
lating the traditions, rules 
and culture of the House," 
Gogoi told reporters.

He said the main matter 
was the context and issue 
over which Birla made a 
statement on the LoP on 
Wednesday.

"He made a reference 
to Rule 349 and said the 
members and the LoP must 
follow this. What specific 

incident he was referring 
to was not clear. There was 
politicisation and propa-
ganda over the speaker's 
remarks. We apprised the 
speaker of how his re-
marks had been politicised 
outside," Gogoi said.

"When the LoP stood up, 
the House was adjourned. 
He was not allowed to 
speak, despite his name 
being taken in the House. 
The whole country saw 
it. LoP is a constitutional 
post. Remarks were made 
about him but he was not 
allowed to speak. There 
was no clarity on what 
incident the speaker was 
referring to but the BJP 
IT cell was politicising the 
issue," he said, terming the 
incident saddening.

The convention of allow-
ing the LoP to speak when 
they stand up has been dis-
regarded repeatedly. This 
breaks from past parliamen-
tary practices and diminish-
es the space for a healthy 
debate in the House, the 
Congress leader said.

"A well-functioning 
democracy requires the 
smooth operation of Par-
liament, where all mem-
bers, irrespective of par-
ty affiliation, are given 
an equal opportunity to 
debate, deliberate and 

Opposition flags ‘denial of 
speaking opportunity’ to LoP

discharge their constitu-
tional duties. However, cer-
tain disturbing trends have 
emerged, which undermine 
the sanctity of Parliament," 
the sources quoted the op-
position leaders as saying in 
the letter.

"The convention of allow-
ing the LoP to speak when 
they stand up has been dis-

regarded repeatedly. This 
breaks from past parliamen-
tary practices and diminish-
es the space for a healthy 
debate in the House," the op-
position letters were quoted 
as saying in their letter.

A well-functioning democracy requires the smooth 
operation of Parliament, where all members, 

irrespective of party affiliation, are given an equal 
opportunity to debate, deliberate and discharge their 
constitutional duties. However, certain disturbing 
trends have emerged, which undermine the sanctity of 
Parliament
— Opposition leaders

PTI, BENGALURU: A ses-
sions court in Bengalu-
ru on Thursday rejected 
the bail plea of Kannada 
actress Harshavardhini 
Ranya alias Ranya Rao 
in the gold smuggling 
case. This was the third 
time she failed to get the  
court relief.

According to the prose-
cution, Ranya admitted to 
using hawala channels to 
facilitate gold purchases.

In response, the au-
thorities have issued a 
notice to initiate a judi-
cial investigation, which 
they believe will uncover 
further financial irregu-
larities. The case also in-
volves Tarun Raj, an aide 
of the actor, who has been 
named as the second ac-
cused.

Officials claim that 
Ranya handed over the 
smuggled gold to a mer-
chant named Sahil Jain, 
who was arrested by 
the Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence (DRI) 

Ranya Rao denied 
bail a third time

Judicial probe ordered

DGP rank officer K Ram-
achandra Rao at Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port on March 3 upon her 
arrival from Dubai.

Following this, search-
es were conducted at her 
residence, where officials 
recovered gold jewellery 
worth Rs 2.06 crore and 
Indian currency amounting 
to Rs 2.67 crore.

on Wednesday. This 
brings the total num-
ber of arrests in the 
case to three.

During the hear-
ing, DRI lawyer Mad-
hu Rao revealed that 
Ranya and Raj made 
approximately 26 
trips to Dubai togeth-
er, often departing 
in the morning and 
returning the same 
evening. Before her 
arrest, the actor alleg-
edly booked a flight 
ticket for Raj, who 
then handed over the 
gold to her in Dubai.

Gold bars worth 
Rs 12.56 crore were 
seized from Ranya, 
the step-daughter of 
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PTI, NEW DELHI: Free-
dom of press is the cor-
nerstone of a democratic 
society, the Delhi HC ob-
served recently.

Justice Purushaindra 
Kumar Kaurav said, 

"It may be observed 
that the freedom of the 
press is a cornerstone 
of a democratic socie-
ty, and it necessitates 
a degree of latitude for 
journalists to exercise 

Freedom of press cornerstone of 
democratic society: Delhi HC

their professional judgment 
without fear of excessive le-
gal reprisal."


