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OLD GOA: Call for FIR on
‘unauthorised’ excavation

Activists ask how digging work was allowed at the
ancient site, brand |t a robbery of h|stor|cal artefacts

EPHOTO

Team Herald

PANJIM: First the Se Old Goa
Panchayat said it was “clue-
less” about the project. Now
with the Church clarifying
that it had not issued a no-ob-
jection certificate (NOC) to
the controversial construc-
tion project under the central
PRASAD scheme in the her-
itage area, the activists pro-
testing against the tourism
department initiative have
asserted that an FIR should
be lodged against the work-
ers and contractors who had
excavated the area and car-
ried away suspected histori-
cal artefacts.

Speaking to O Heraldo, Pe-
ter Viegas, Coordinator of the
Save Old Goa Action Commit-

Crtrzens from across the State protested at Old Goa to stop the proposed construction
close to the UNESCO World Heritage Site

“ The government claims that the “ The authorities are making
police will look into the rumours : plans and consulting local
about a mall being built, but the realissue : bodies only afterwards. This

is the excavation of the area without i government is pushing forward
permission from local bodies. An FIR : with its plans, and when people

should be filed against those who dugup : oppose them, they shift the blame

fﬁse(sst?i‘g?n ?Sgatrﬁ‘ieigé‘élrl the site and took away historical material : onto the citizens
& - Peter Viegas, Coordinator of the Save | — Glean Cabral, local resident
i and activist

& Old Goa Action Committee
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"The government claims Viegas also empha- those items are recov-
B\e I G that the police will look sised the need to identify  ered," he added.
( into the rumours abouta who authorised the ex- Criticizing the role of
DlSCOUNT «= | mall being built, but the cavation. "Whether they the tourism department,
SHOPPING FESTIVAL real issue is the excava- had permission or notis Viegas claimed that lo-

cal institutions were be-
ing bypassed, while the
tourism department
sought permissions from
central bodies.

tion of the area without
permission from local
bodies. An FIR should be
filed against those who
dug up the site and took
away historical material,"
Viegas stated.

secondary. The key ques-
tion is who allowed the
excavation to occur at an
ancient site? A robbery
of historical artefacts has
taken place, and we can-
not remain silent until

Opp. HEALTH OFFICE
CHINCHINIM

26th Mar To 6th Apr
TIME : 10.30 am To 9.30 pm

Conton Pg 15 >>

SOUTH GOA MP
URGES CENTRE

TO SCRAP OLD
GOA WORK

MARGAO: South Goa MP
Capt Viriato Fernandes has
urged the Union Minister for
Tourism and Culture to halt
construction activity in the
Old Goa heritage zone and
scrap the PRASAD scheme
project.

In a letter dated March 27,
2025, Fernandes highlighted
large-scale excavation at the
UNESCO World Heritage site
without adhering to regula-
tions in the No Development
Buffer Zone under the ASI.

Expressing concern over
the distress caused to heri-
tage lovers, villagers, and citi-
zens, Fernandes demanded
that the missing historically
valuable material be located
and returned to the site and
that ASI restore the area and
initiate an inquiry into those
responsible for violating ASI
regulations.

He attached letters from
the Village Panchayat of
Se-Old-Goa and the Save Old
Goa Action Committee, along
with photographs document-
ing the destruction at the site,
to support his appeal.

More on Pg 2 >>

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN

SMART CITY
D DLINE

HERALD PIC

With only three days left to meet the deadline set by the High Court
for completing the Smart City works, Mahatma Gandhi Road, near
Hotel Vinanti stands closed on account of digging being carried out
by the contractor Imagine Panaji Smart City Development Limited

Immigration and Foreigners
Bill gets Lok Sabha nod

PTI NEW DELHI: Despite
Opposition concerns about
the “arbitrary powers” that
would pass into the hands
of immigration officials, the
Immigration and Foreign-
ers Bill, 2025, was passed in
the Lok Sabha on Thursday
by a voice vote. The vari-
ous amendments moved by
Opposition members were
negated.

Replying to the debate
on the bill, Home Minister
Amit Shah said those who
come to India for business,
education and investment
are welcome, but those who
pose a threat to security will
face stringent action while
declaring that the country is

Opposition MPs claimed
that some provisions
of the bill seeking to

streamline various
services related to im-
migration and foreigners
give "arbitrary powers" to
immigration authorities
and demanded it should
be sent to a joint parlia-
mentary committee for
detailed scrutiny

not a "dharamshala".

One of the key provisions in
the bill is that anyone found
to be using a forged passport
or visa for entering India or
staying in or exiting from the

country will be punishable
with a jail term of up to seven
years and a fine which could
extend to Rs 10 lakh. The bill
also seeks to ensure a close
monitoring of everyone who
visits India, Shah said.

Shah said the bill is neces-
sary to strengthen the coun-
try's security and economy,
promote manufacturing and
trade, get global recognition
for the education system
and help universities earn
international repute. It will
ensure that the country
gets up-to-date information
about every foreigner visit-
ing India, he added.
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To New Beginnings!

May this Gudi Padwa bring prosperity
and happiness to you & your family.

Happy Gudi Padwa
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Free Gold Coin*

with every jewellery purchase
from 28th to 3Ist March 2025

Fast forward your

MARKET
RETURNS

e Start with Monthly premium as low as ¥2,500/-

Benefit of LIFE COVER with MARKET RETURNS

NON PAR, LINKED, LIFE, INDIVIDUAL, SAVINGS PLAN

To locate your nearest store and know more @ on 8147349242, or Download our App D [>> " *Conditions apply, For T&C visit our website.

Goa: Shop 1/A, Ground Floor, LA Campal Coopearative Society Ltd, Campal, Miramar, Panjim. Tel: 0832-2990577, 74891 53381;
Aisha Mall, Ground Floor, Shop No.2, Near Old Market Circle, South Goa, Margao. Tel: 0832-2702068, 0832-2702136

EILIC

LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA

Har Pal Aapke Saath

® Choice of two funds - Upto 100% invested in select stocks of
NIFTY 50 (Flexi Smart Growth Fund) or NIFTY 100 (Flexi Growth Fund)

e With Guaranteed additions*

LIC/P1/2024-25/22/Eng

*T & CApply

For details, contact your Agent/Nearest LIC Branch or SMS YOUR CITY NAME to 56767474

Download ~ mELC. wsit: licindiai
LIC Mobile App NI | 6 vsic lcndiain 8976862090 @ Follow us : [§3 8 B4 @) E)LIC India Forever | IRDAI Regn No.: 512

BEWARE OF SPURIOUS PHONE CALLS AND FICTITIOUS / FRAUDULENT OFFERS. IRDAI or its officials do not involve in any activities of insurance business like selling insurance policies ,announcing
bonus or investment of premiums, refund of amounts. Policyholders or the prospects receiving such phone calls are requested to lodge a police complaint. For more details on risk factors, terms
and conditions, please read sales brochure carefully before concluding a sale.

Call Centre Services
@uc (022) 6827 6827

Linked insurance products are different from the traditional insurance products and are subject to the risk factors.

The premium paid in linked insurance policies are subject to investment risks associated with capital markets and publicly available index. NAVs of the units may go up or down based on the
performance of fund and factors influencing the capital market/publicly available index and the insured is responsible for his/her decisions.

Life Insurance Corporation of India is only the name of the Life Insurance Company and Index Plus is only the name of the linked insurance contract and does not in any way indicate the quality
of the contract, its future prospects or returns.

Please know the associated risks and the applicable charges, from your insurance agent or intermediary or policy document issued by the insurance company.

The various funds offered under this contract are the names of the funds and do not in any way indicate the quality of these plans, their future prospects and returns.




