
xxx xxx xxx 

GOA, THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025 7voice of india
Two community groups 
clash during the second 
Mangala (Mangalwari) 
procession ahead of the 
Ram Navami festival, in 
Hazaribagh district of 
Jharkhand

Lawyers during the second 
day of their indefinite 
strike over Justice 
Yashwant Varma's transfer 
to the Allahabad High 
Court, in Prayagraj

Odisha Govt’s outsourced 
employees stage a protest 
at Mahatma Gandhi 
Marg during the Budget 
session of Assembly, in 
Bhubaneswar

Army jawans during 
the 4th day of their 
search operation in the 
Hiranagar sector area, in 
Kathua district, Jammu 
and Kashmir

DAILY STRUGGLE

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Su-
preme Court's remark that 
cutting a large number of 
trees is worse than killing 
human beings should be a 
"wake-up call" for the central 
government, which has been 
"weakening" forest pro-
tection laws, and for states 
that have been "mindlessly" 
clearing green cover for de-
velopment, environmental-
ists said on Wednesday.

The apex court made the 
observation while reject-
ing the plea of a man who 
had chopped down 454 
trees in the protected Taj 
Trapezium Zone.

"There should be no mer-
cy in the environmental 
case. Felling a large number 
of trees is worse than kill-
ing a human," it said.

Environmentalists wel-
comed the apex court's 
strong stand on forest and 
tree protection but ques-
tioned if governments 

would take it seriously.
"This is a wake-up call 

for the central government, 
which has constantly been 
diluting forest protection 
laws," said Bhim Singh Ra-
wat from the South Asia 
Network on Dams, Rivers 

and People (SANDRP).
He said the situation was 

particularly alarming in 
the geologically fragile and 
climatically sensitive Him-
alayan states.

"The continuous push for 
large-scale infrastructure 

projects such as hydropow-
er, dams, roads, tunnels and 
railways has led to the loss 
of thousands of hectares of 
pristine forests. This has 
increased disaster risks, 
vulnerability and fatalities 
in the region," he said.

Union Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav told the 
Lok Sabha on Monday that In-
dia had diverted 1,734 square 
kilometres of forest land, sig-
nificantly larger (much more) 
than the total geographical 
area of Delhi, for develop-
ment activities in the 10 years 
starting 2014-15.

Last July, Union Minister 
of State for Environment 
Kirti Vardhan Singh had 
informed the Lower House 
that 957.25 square kilo-
metres of forest area had 
been diverted for non-for-
estry use over five years 
from April 2019.

He had said 881 projects 
were approved in national 

parks and wildlife sanctu-
aries across the country 
during this period.

Meanwhile, SANDRP's 
Rawat also claimed that 
the judiciary "failed" to 
protect forests, citing the 
Char Dham all-weather 
road project in Uttara-
khand as an example.

Neelam Ahluwalia, envi-
ronmentalist and founder 
member of People for Ara-
vallis, said India was high-
ly vulnerable to climate 
change, facing everything 
from extreme heat waves to 
glacial lake outburst floods.

"Our forests and natural 
ecosystems are our only 
protective shields, yet we 
are destroying them in 
the name of so-called de-
velopment projects. From 
(Great) Nicobar to Has-
deo, Odisha, the northeast 
and the Aravallis, forests 
are being axed across the 
country," she said.

SC remark on cutting trees a wake-up call 
for govt, say environmentalists

The continuous push for large-scale 
infrastructure projects such as hydropower, 

dams, roads, tunnels and railways has led to the loss 
of thousands of hectares of pristine forests. This has 
increased disaster risks, vulnerability and fatalities in 
the region
– Bhim Singh Rawat,
South Asia Network on Dams, Rivers and People (SANDRP)

Women carry firewood at a tea estate, in Nagaon district, Assam

PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: Kerala Chief 
Secretary Sarada Mu-
raleedharan has spoken 
out about the colour and 
gender bias she has faced 
and its continued pres-
ence in society, sparking 
a debate on social media 
with many people show-
ing their support.

What prompted the 
Chief Secretary to ignite 
the social debate was a 
comment made by some-
one comparing her work 
with that of her husband 
and predecessor V Venu 
by saying “it is as black 
as my husband's was 
white.” Hurt by the com-
ment, Muraleedharan 
had put up a Facebook 
post about it but later 
deleted it because she 
was “flustered by the 
flurry of responses”.

“I am reposting it be-

cause certain well-wish-
ers said that there were 
things that needed to 
be discussed. I agree. So 
here goes, once again,” 
she said in her post, 
which garnered over 
1,000 reactions and has 
been commented upon 
and shared hundreds of 
times.

In the FB post on Tues-
day night, Muraleedha-
ran also shared how she 
grew up feeling like she 
was worth less because 
of her dark skin. It was 
only later, with her chil-
dren's help, that she re-
alised black is “beautiful.” 
Speaking to a TV chan-
nel on Wednesday, she 
said that society needs 
to change its attitudes 
and overcome these bi-
ases. According to her, 
this change must begin at 
home and in schools.

Kerala Chief Secy 
speaks out against 

being labelled ‘black’

PTI,. RAIPUR/NEW DEL-
HI:  The CBI on Wednes-
day conducted searches 
at 60 locations, including 
the residence of former 
Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister Bhupesh Baghel, in 
connection with the al-
leged Rs 6,000 crore Ma-
hadev betting app scam, 
officials said.

The agency teams 
swooped down at Baghel's 
residences in Raipur and 
Bhilai, as well as the hous-
es of a senior police officer 
and a close associate of 
the former CM, they said. In a post from Baghel's X handle, the Congress lead-

er's office said, "Now CBI has 
arrived. Former Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel is sched-
uled to go to Delhi today for 
the meeting of the 'Drafting 
Committee' constituted for 
the AICC meeting to be held 
in Ahmedabad (Gujarat) on 
8 and 9 April. Before that, the 
CBI has reached Raipur and 
Bhilai Niwas."

The Congress said the 
CBI's searches at Baghel's 
residences were politically 
motivated, and asserted it 
will not be intimidated by 
such actions.

The searches also cov-

CBI raids Bhupesh Baghel’s houses in 
Chhattisgarh; won’t bow down, says Cong

A security personnel keeps vigil as CBI conducts searches at 
the residence of Congress leader Bhupesh Baghel, in Raipur

PTI, INDORE:  A group of "third 
gender" individuals dressed 
in women's clothes allegedly 
forced their way inside a facility 
for transgenders in Indore and 
assaulted inmates, police said.

This incident was cap-
tured by a CCTV camera in-
stalled in the shelter home 
run by an NGO. A complaint 
lodged by the management 
of "Mera Kunba" shelter 
home stated that about 15 
individuals of the third gen-
der category, who beg on 
streets dressed in women's 
clothes forcibly entered the 
institute and allegedly beat 
up its transgender residents, 
a police officer said.

The accused threatened 
the operators of the shelter 
to shut the facility within two 
days or it will be razed with a 
bulldozer. Nikunj Jain, director 
of the "Mera Kunba" shelter 
and a member of the District 
Transgender Welfare Board, 
said that some "trans-wom-
en" live in the facility.

Transgender 
shelter attacked; 

cops analyse 
CCTV grab

ered the premises of Con-
gress MLA Devendra Ya-
dav in Bhilai town of Durg 
district and of IPS officers 
Anand Chhabra, Abhishek 
Pallava and Arif Sheikh, 
among others, sources said.

"In the investigation of 
Mahadev Book online bet-
ting scam, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
today is conducting search-
es at 60 locations across 
Chhattisgarh, Bhopal, Kol-
kata, and Delhi including 
premises linked to politi-
cians, senior bureaucrats, 
police officers, key function-
aries of Mahadev Book, and 
other private individuals 
suspected of involvement in 
the case," a CBI Spokesper-
son said in a statement.

The agency said that 
the case pertains to the 
illegal operations of Ma-
hadev Book, an online 
betting platform promot-
ed by Ravi Uppal and Sau-
rabh Chandrakar, both of 
whom are currently based 
in Dubai.

"Investigations have re-
vealed that the promoters 
allegedly paid substantial 
amounts as 'protection 
money' to public servants 
to ensure the smooth and 
uninterrupted functioning 
of their illegal betting net-
work," the statement said.

In the course of search-
es, which continue, incrim-
inating digital and docu-
mentary evidence were 
found and seized, it said.

The state government 
last year handed over to 
the CBI 70 cases related to 
the alleged Mahadev scam 
lodged with different 
police stations and one 
case registered with the 
Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW) in the state.

The CBI has taken over 
the investigation from the 
EOW of the Chhattisgarh 
Police, which had earlier 
named Baghel, promoters 
of the app, Uppal, Chan-
drakar, Shubham Soni, 
and Anil Kumar Agrawal, 
and 14 others in its FIR.
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