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MARGAO: There was yet 
another showdown be-
tween the villagers of Vel-
sao-Pale-Issorcim and the 
South Western Railway 
(SWR) at the court of the In-
spector of Survey and Land 
Records (ISLR) in Margao.

While SWR has finally 
filed its replies to support 
its claims of land owner-
ship, Olencio Simoes, Gen-
eral Secretary of Goencho 
Ekvott (GE), stated that 
they were insufficient and 
the locals needed time to 
respond to the same, which 
will be done at the next 
court hearing scheduled for 
April 15.

He added that SWR had 
submitted their replies 
based on the Cadastral Plan 
but that the Cadastral Plan 
of Velsao is missing from 
records, and so on what 
basis did SWR make these 
claims? Moreover, why was 
the Cadastral Plan not at-
tached with their replies?  

“The government de-
partments were granting 
permissions to the rail-
ways for construction 
work but were directing 

the common man to run 
from pillar to post to first 
prove ownership of their 
land as per the prevailing 
rules of the Revenue De-
partment. The railways were 
backed by the authorities 
while the locals were help-
less,” lamented Olencio.

Locals pointed out when 
they complain to the police, 
the cops instead of hearing 
them out, try to have the 
locals put behind bars and 
unofficially ask the locals to 
cooperate with the railways 

to end the long-standing 
dispute. 

It is to be noted that the 
SWR has claimed owner-
ship of land on either side 
of the tracks, which the 
landowners are contesting. 

GE Founder Orville 
Dourado Rodrigues then 
lambasted SWR for the hor-
rors they are facing due to 
the ongoing work. He also 
questioned what will hap-
pen during the monsoon 
given that the old water-
ways and drainage system 

have been destroyed and 
the shower on Tuesday ex-
posed the dangers that lie 
ahead where it would be 
the locals only who would 
have to bear the brunt with 
water likely to enter their 
houses as the railways have 
raised the height of the area 
in front of their houses so 
much so that it is as high as 
their compound walls and 
gates. 

He added that these are 
ancestral heritage homes.

Locals in Primeiro Vaddo 
explained how the railways 
have literally cordoned 
off the only entry point of 
their houses and the locals 
have to exit through the 
neighbour's property. Vil-
lagers said that they could 
not take their vehicles out 
from their compounds and 
the cars that were parked 

in front of their houses on 
the public access were also 
lifted and shifted by the 
railways without citing any 
rule to do so.

Others in Issorcim spoke 
about how hundreds of 
trees in a valley were 
damaged when railways 
dumped truckloads of mud 
from the top while remain-
ing trees were felled indis-
criminately.

Locals from Mollo ques-
tioned how railways got 
their names registered in 
the Form 1 and 14 sur-
vey ownership documents 
when the matter was and 
is still being contested in 
court, and the speed at 
which that work was done 
at a time when the confron-
tation at Mollo between the 
railways and locals was at 
its peak.

Double-tracking: Velsao locals challenge
Railways over land ownership in court

Right-of-way turns into contentious issue; locals object to reply filed by Railways based 
on ‘missing’ Cadastral Plan; say document not annexed along with reply

The government departments were granting 
permissions to the railways for construction 
work but were directing the common man 

to run from pillar to post to first prove ownership of 
their land as per the prevailing rules of the Revenue 
Department. The railways were backed from the 
authorities while the locals were helpless,”
– Olencio Simoes, GE General Secretary

Locals pointed out when they complain to the police, 
the cops instead of hearing them out, try to have the 
locals put behind bars and unofficially ask the locals to 
cooperate with the railways to end the long-standing 
dispute. 
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MARGAO: A house at St 
Miguel Waddo in Dramapur, 
around 6 km from Margao, 
was completely gutted in 
a fire following a cylinder 
blast, causing extensive 
damage. No casualties were 
reported, fire department 
officials confirmed.

According to Margao 
Fire Station Officer (FSO) 
Gil Souza, the fire depart-
ment received an alert, and 
a team was immediately 
dispatched to the site. A 
single fire tender was used 
to bring the blaze under 
control, but by then, all 
household belongings had 
been destroyed.

FSO Souza stated that 
a 75-year-old woman re-
sided in the house but 
was not present when the 

fire broke out. She was in-
formed of the incident and 
rushed back to find her 
home completely gutted.

While the exact estimat-
ed loss is yet to be deter-
mined, an investigation is 
underway. Local residents 
and authorities, including 
police personnel, rushed 
to the scene upon hearing 
the news.

House gutted in 
cylinder blast at 

Dramapur

Fire Department personnel try to bring the blaze under control 
at Dramapur

The fire department 
received an 

alert, and a team was 
immediately dispatched 
to the site. A single fire 
tender was used to bring 
the blaze under control, 
but by then, all household 
belongings had been 
destroyed.
- Gil Souza, Margao Fire 
Station Officer 
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MAPUSA: The Mapusa Mu-
nicipal Council sealed 11 
illegal shops at the Ghate-
shwar Nagar, Khorlim, Ma-
pusa, on Tuesday, in a move 
to curb unauthorised com-
mercial activities. 

The action was taken fol-
lowing complaints and in-
vestigations into the illegal 
construction of these shops. 
However, the move has 
sparked frustration among 
locals, who are voicing con-
cerns about the lack of em-
ployment opportunities.

A local questioned, “We 

don’t get jobs, and when 
we try to earn a livelihood 
through small businesses, 
we are not allowed to do 
so. What is the government 
doing about this situation?” 

Many residents feel that 
while the government 
regulations are necessary, 
there should also be a focus 
on creating employment 
opportunities and support-
ing local businesses.

The sealing of these 
shops has led to a debate 
on balancing develop-
ment with economic op-
portunities for the local 
community.

Mapusa Council seals 
11 illegal shops at 
Ghateshwar Nagar
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MARGAO: The Tiatr Acade-
my of Goa (TAG), in collabo-
ration with St Xavier's Col-
lege, Mapusa, is set to host 
an International Seminar 
on Tiatr titled “Echoes from 
the Past, Voices of Today” 
on March 28 at the seminar 
hall of St Xavier’s College, 
Mapusa.

This seminar aims to pro-
mote academic discussions, 
research and critical appre-
ciation of tiatr as both a cul-
tural and literary form.

The day-long event will 
commence at 9 am and the 
seminar will be inaugurated 
by Auxiliary Bishop Fr Simião 
Purificação Fernandes.

Prof Kyoko Matsukawa, a 
renowned tiatr researcher 
from Japan will be the chief 
guest while the keynote ad-

dress will be delivered by 
Fausto D'Costa, an esteemed 
tiatr scholar from Goa.

The inaugural session 
will also be graced by TAG 
president Anthony Barbo-
sa, vice president Marcos 
Gonsalves, Member Secre-
tary and  Suresh Divkar. 
Principal of St Xavier’s 
College, Mapusa, Prof 
Filipe Rodrigues e Melo, 
and Administrator Rev Fr 
Antonio Salema will also 
be part of the inaugural 
function.

The seminar will be di-
vided into two academic 
sessions. The first session, 
chaired by eminent tiatrist 
Tomazinho Cardozo, will 
focus on topics including 
Tiatr kantaram, societal 
reflections in tiatr works, 
the influence of European 
drama on tiatr, and a com-

parative analysis of the 
works of J A Fernandes and 
T B Cunha. Presentations 
will be made by Prof Cos-
ma Fernandes, Dr Fr Luis 
Gomes, Prof Juao Costa and 
Prof Remy Dias.

The second session, 
chaired by well-known tia-
trist Wilson Mazarelo, will 
explore evolving trends, 
folk values and a compar-
ative study of competitive 
versus commercial tiatrs.  
Presenters in this session 
include Associate Professor 
Dharma Chodankar, As-
sistant Professor Silvester 
Vaz, Assistant Professor Fr 
Roman Rodrigues, and Chi-
ara Valosha Miranda.

The seminar will con-
clude with a valedictory 
session from 4 to 5 pm fea-
turing chief Guest Prince 
Jacob, a celebrated tiatrist. 

International seminar on 
tiatr at St Xavier’s College
Aims to promote academic discussions, 

research and critical appreciation of tiatr
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PONDA: The disqualifica-
tion of Curti-Khandepar 
panch member Bhika Ker-
kar initially by the Ponda 
Block De-
velopment 
O f f i c e r 
(BDO) for violating the 
Panchayat Raj Act, reached 
the High Court of Bombay 
at Goa after the District and 
Sessions Court stayed the 
disqualification order.

The High Court has now 

directed the Sessions Court 
to conduct the next hearing 
by March 28 and dispose of 
the petition by April 15.

After disposing of the pe-
tition by April 15, the BDO 

has been 
directed to 
conduct the 

democratic election for va-
cant posts of sarpanch and 
deputy after serving prop-
er seven days notices to the 
Panch members concerned 
of the Curti Khandepar 
Panchayat.

Conduct next hearing on
Curti-Khandepar panch

by March 28: High Court

DISQUALIFICATION

Cops quiz 
teacher for 

‘sending porn’ 
to teenage boy
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PONDA: A tuition teacher 
from Ponda, was interro-
gated by the police after 
the father of a 13-year-old 
boy found text messag-
es from him on his son’s 
phone, asking him to share 
pictures of his genitals.

The teacher allegedly 
befriended the boy on 
social media, obtained 
his number and shared 
pornographic material 
with him, before pres-
suring him to send nude 
photos, police sources 
said.

BICHOLIM: On March 28, 
from 9 am to 2 pm at Tip 
Colony, Bypass Mulgao, 
Tambadrasta and surround-
ing areas.
PONDA: On March 28, from 
9 am to 2 pm at Sesa Apart-
ment  and surrounding 
areas, on March 29, from 
9 am to 2 pm at Silvanagar 
and surrounding areas.
BICHOLIM: On March 29, 
from 9 am to 2 pm at Tam-
badrasta, Vinaynagar, Salkar 
Colony, Shirodwadi, Mulgao 
and surrounding areas.

Youth Cong 
urges cops to 
act on crime  
in Cortalim

Team Herald

VASCO: Alarmed by the 
increasing crime rate in 
Cortalim, the Goa Pradesh 
Youth Congress (GPYC) 
submitted a memoran-
dum to the Verna Police  
on Monday, demanding 
urgent measures to curb 
criminal activities.

GPYC Working Pres-
ident Mahesh Nadar, 
along with party mem-
bers, met police officials 
and raised concerns 
over the rise in violent 
incidents, including 
murders and assaults.

“The recent attack on 
two individuals, Anil 
Muthamajhi and Jhusaya 
Mandal, in which Mutha-
majhi lost his life, has left 
residents in fear. In the 
past, even a panch mem-
ber was attacked. Such 
incidents are becoming 
more frequent and must 
be dealt with immediate-
ly,” Nadar stated.

“Cortalim has seen a 
worrying spike in criminal 
activity. There is an urgent 
need for law enforcement 
to step up patrols and 
keep a close watch on 
suspicious movements. 
Residents must feel safe 
in their own neighbour-
hoods,” Nadar added.


