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Lawyers during an 
indefinite strike by the 
Allahabad High Court Bar 
Association over Justice 
Yashwant Varma's transfer 
to the Allahabad High 
Court, in Prayagraj

Home buyers march in 
protest against City and 
Industrial Development 
Corporation of 
Maharashtra Limited, at 
Vashi, Navi Mumbai

Farmers, who were 
detained by the police 
during its crackdown to 
clear their protest sites, 
being released, in Patiala

MP Chief Minister Mohan 
Yadav interacts with 
leprosy patients during a 
visit to Mahatma Gandhi 
Leprosy Ashram on his 
birthday, in Bhopal

UNIFORM OF A DIFFERENT KIND

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
budgetary allocation of 
Rs 858 crore for pollution 
control in 2024-25 remains 
unutilised due to lack of ap-
proval from the Union En-
vironment Ministry for the 
continuation of the scheme, 
a parliamentary panel has 
said in its report.  

In the report tabled in the 
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday, the 
department-related Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on Science and Technol-
ogy, Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change said air 
pollution has assumed "gi-
gantic proportions", affect-
ing not just Delhi but many 

other cities.  
"In such a scenario, the 

committee is shocked to 
note that amount to the 
tune of Rs 858 crore allo-
cated for 'Control of Pol-
lution', which is 27.44 per 
cent of the annual revised 
allocation of the ministry, 
remains unutilized since 
the approval for continu-
ation of Control of Pollu-
tion Scheme till 2025-26 is 
awaited," the 31-member 
panel headed by BJP Rajya 
Sabha member Bhubane-
swar Kalita said.  

"At a time when the min-
istry is required to address 
the grave and critical chal-

lenge of deteriorating air 
quality, the ministry has not 
been able to decide the con-
tinuation of the concerned 
scheme, as a result of which 
not even 1 per cent of the 
funds allocated for the 
scheme have been utilized 
so far," the panel said.  

Under the 'Control of 
Pollution' scheme, the 
Centre provides financial 
assistance to pollution 
control boards/commit-
tees and funding for the 
National Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP) which 
aims to reduce particulate 
pollution in 131 highly 
polluted cities by 40 per 

cent by 2026 compared to 
2019-20 levels.   

The committee noted 
that rising pollution not 
only leads to various health 
issues but also harms the 
environment.  

"The scenario of air pol-
lution in the country is 
indeed very grim and has 
been affecting one and all," 
it said, recommending that 
the ministry take serious 
note of the reasons for this 
gross underutilization.  

It also observed that 
while plantation drives 
are carried out frequently, 
the survival rate of these 
plants is very low.  

Rs 858 crore for pollution control remains 
unutilised due to lack of approval: Par panel

Artists perform during the annual award function hosted by NCC North Eastern Region, at Kalakshetra in Guwahati

PTI,  NAGPUR:  As many as 
114 people have been ar-
rested in connection with 
the March 17 violence in 
Nagpur, and the probe is 
moving in the right direc-
tion, a senior police official 
said on Tuesday.

Speaking to reporters, 
Nagpur police commis-
sioner Ravinder Singal 
said that the police were 
probing into social media 
posts circulated around 
the time of the violence, 
and some people involved 
in uploading them have 
been identified.

Large-scale stone pelt-
ing and arson took place 
in several parts of Nagpur 
on March 17 after base-
less rumours were spread 
claiming that a "chadar" 
with holy inscriptions was 
burned during the VHP 
protests demanding the 
removal of Mughal em-
peror Aurangzeb's tomb 
in Chhatrapati Sambha-
jinagar, according to the 
authorities.

Thirty-three police per-

sonnel, including three 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police-rank officers, were 
injured in the violence.

Following the violence, in 
which one person lost his 
life, a curfew was imposed 
in several areas of the city 
and was lifted on Sunday.

Singal said, "At least 13 

cases have been registered, 
and 114 people have been 
arrested for the violence. 
The accused were pro-
duced in court. The probe 
is moving in the right direc-
tion."

The police department 
has also got some leads in 
four cyber crime cases reg-

istered in connection with 
the rioting, he said.

Social media posts circu-
lated at the time are also 
being probed, he added.

The commissioner fur-
ther said preparations were 
underway for Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's visit to 
the city on March 30.

114 arrested so far for 
March 17 violence in Nagpur

Police personnel detain an activist during a protest by members of Muslim organizations against 
the recent Nagpur violence, in Mumbai

PTI, CHENNAI: Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister 
M K Stalin on Tuesday 
slammed the Centre over 
alleged language imposi-
tion and financial injustices 
and batted for resolution of 
the issue once and for all by 
way of precise initiatives 
and asserted that he would 
soon make an announce-
ment in this regard.

Stalin, replying to the dis-
cussion on the calling atten-
tion motion on the language 
policy in the assembly, said 
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment fully concurred with 
the legislators who spoke 
firmly backing the 2-lan-
guage policy.

“Tamil and English are 
the two languages of Ta-
mil Nadu's 2-language 
policy. There is no change 
on that,” the CM asserted 
and added that there 
shall be no compromises, 
come what may.

“We are not against 
any language. We say that 
these two languages are 
enough,” he said and add-
ed that the government 
did not pose hindrance to 
anyone desirous of learn-
ing any language.

“At the same time, we 
do not allow any he-
gemonic language that 
intends to destroy Tamil 
and that is why we follow 
the 2-language policy,” 
Stalin said. Several states, 
including Tamil Nadu's 
neighbouring states, now 
realise that Tamil Nadu's 
language policy and the 
comittment to follow that 
are correct.

The CM said leader of 
opposition Edappadi K 
Palaniswami has gone 
to Delhi and during his 
visit, he must take up the 
language policy issue.

Will make an 
announcement, 
says CM Stalin 

on language row

PTI, BHUBANESWAR: 
Odisha Assembly Speaker 
Surama Padhy on Tuesday 
suspended 12 Congress 
MLAs for seven days over 
indiscipline in the House.

The action against the 
Congress legislators came 
after the House adopted 
a motion moved by gov-
ernment Chief Whip Saroj 
Pradhan.

The suspended MLAs in-
clude Congress Legislature 
Party (CLP) leader Rama 
Chandra Kadam, Sagar 
Charan Das, Mangu Khilla, 
Satyajeet Gomango, Ashok 
Kumar Das, Dasarathi 
Gamango and Sofia Firdous.

Two other Congress 
MLAs Taraprasad Bahin-
ipati and Ramesh Jena 
were, however, not sus-

pended as they were not 
present in the House when 
the announcement was be-
ing made. Bahinipati was 
earlier suspended for sev-
en working days on similar 
grounds on March 11.

As soon as Padhy an-
nounced the decision, Con-
gress members created 
a ruckus in the assembly, 
playing gongs as a mark of 
protest.

The suspended MLAs also 

demonstrated in the Well 
of the House and recited 
hymns, even as Padhy urged 
them to vacate the assembly 
and stop the sit-in.

Odisha's main opposition 
party, the BJD, condemned 
the Speaker's move, called 
it a motivated one to sup-
press the voice of opposi-
tion in the assembly.

“Congress MLAs have 
been suspended to scare 
us. We will not be afraid 
of the action. We will fight 
and not compromise in any 
way, Bahinipati said.

Odisha Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (OPCC) 
president Bhakta Charan 
Das also criticised the de-
cision and demanded im-
mediate withdrawal of the 
suspension order.

Odisha assembly suspends 12 Congress 
MLAs for 7 days over indiscipline in House

Congress and BJD MLAs stage a protest in the House during the 
Budget session of Odisha Assembly, in Bhubaneswar
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