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PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Monday 
took note of the recurring 
cases of student suicides 
in higher educational insti-
tutions and formed a Na-
tional Task Force (NTF) to 
address the mental health 
concerns of students and 
prevent such incidents.

A bench of Justices J 
B Pardiwala and R Ma-
hadevan directed Delhi 
Police to register an FIR on 
the complaints of the family 
members of two students 
who died by suicide while 
studying at the Indian In-
stitute of Technology (IIT), 
Delhi, in 2023.

Noting a “disturbing 
pattern” of student sui-
cides were being reported 
from various educational 
institutes, the apex court 
said these tragedies un-
derscored the urgent need 
for a more robust, com-
prehensive and responsive 
mechanism to address var-
ious factors which compel 
students to resort to taking 
their own lives.

“The recurring instances 
of student suicides in high-
er educational institutions, 
including private educa-
tional institutions, serve as 
a grim reminder of the in-
adequacy and ineffective-
ness of the existing legal 
and institutional frame-
work in addressing men-
tal health concerns of stu-
dents on campuses and to 
prevent the students from 
taking the extreme step of 
committing suicides,” the 
order said.

While the order said 
former apex court judge 
Justice S Ravindra Bhat 
would be the chairperson 
of the NTF, secretaries of 
a state's higher education 
departments, social jus-
tice and empowerment 
and legal affairs aside 

from the ministry of wom-
en and child development 
would be its ex-officio 
members.

The bench said the NTF 
would prepare a compre-
hensive report that in-
cludes, identification of 
the predominant causes 

that lead to suicides by stu-
dents, analysis of existing 
regulations and recommen-
dations for strengthening 
protections.

In the process of pre-
paring its report, the court 
said, the NTF would have 
the authority to conduct 

surprise inspections of any 
higher educational institu-
tion.

While the NTF would 
furnish an interim report 
within four months, a final 
report would preferably be 
filed within eight months, 
it said.

Suicide in educational 
institutions: SC forms task 

force to address student mental 
RAGGING DEATH TOLL HITS 51 DURING 2022-24

Near Equal to Kota Suicides: Alarming Report

51 DEATHS DUE 
TO RAGGING 
FROM 2020  
TO 2024
A disturbing 51 deaths 
have been reported 
across Indian universi-
ties and colleges due to 
ragging over the past 
four years (2020-2024). 
The ‘State of Ragging in 
India 2022-24’ report, 
published by the Society 
Against Violence in Edu-
cation (SAVE), sheds light 
on the escalating crisis.

 3,156 complaints registered with the 
National Anti-Ragging Helpline

 Complaints came from 1,946 colleges

  The data does not include complaints 
directly filed with colleges or police

  Unreported Incidents: Many cases  
of ragging go unreported, making the 
true toll likely higher

  Medical Colleges: A Major Concern

Medical colleges stand out as the  
epicentre of ragging-related issues:

38.6% of all complaints

35.4% of serious complaints

45.1% of ragging-related deaths

 Anti-Ragging 
Squads: Establish-
ment of squads with 
dedicated security 
personnel in every 
college

 CCTV Surveil-
lance: Hostels 
should have 24/7 
CCTV monitoring by 
anti-ragging com-
mittees, security 
staff, and parents

 Separate Fresh-
ers' Hostels: 
Freshers should be 

SHOCKING STATISTICS

(Despite only representing 1.1% of  
total student population)

RECOMMENDATIONS TO  
COMBAT RAGGING

accommodated in 
separate hostels to 
minimise exposure to 
ragging

 Swift Police Ac-
tion: Serious ragging 
offences should trig-
ger police complaints 
within 24 hours

 Anonymous 
Complaints: Na-
tional Anti-Ragging 
Helpline must accept 
anonymous com-
plaints to protect 
victims' identities

PTI, BAREILLY: Six women 
were arrested for allegedly 
running an illegal gambling 
operation in a residential 
area in Uttar Pradesh's Ba-
reilly, police said on Monday.

Based on a tip-off, a po-
lice patrol team raided the 
location in Sanjay Nagar in 
Baradari area and caught 
the accused while gam-
bling with playing cards, 
they said.

A total of Rs 2,780 in cash 

and a deck of 52 cards were 
recovered from the scene, 
they added. Baradari police 
station in-charge Dhanan-
jay Pandey said it was un-
usual as the gambling den 
was being operated exclu-
sively by women.

“As soon as our team ar-
rived, we found six women 
playing cards and exchanging 
money. They were startled by 
the police but were caught 
red-handed,” Pandey added.

UP: Gambling racket run by 
women busted, six arrested

PTI, CHANDIGARH: Days 
after the crackdown on 
protesting farmers, Pun-
jab Police on Monday said 
it has released nearly 800 
farmers from detention 
and is going to free 450 
more on the direction of 
the state government.

Since March 19, hundreds 
of farmers had been taken 
into custody after the AAP 
government decided to clear 
the protest sites, claiming 
that the stir had impacted 
businesses, industries and 
the general public.

In a statement here, In-
spector General of Police 
(Headquarters) Sukhchain 
Singh Gill said, “Punjab 
Government has already 
released approximately 
800 farmers from the po-
lice custody”.

He said that Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
has directed “the imme-
diate release of farmers 
including women, differ-
ently-abled individuals, 
farmers with medical con-
ditions, and those above 
the age of 60”.

“In line with the direc-
tives of the Punjab Govern-
ment, we are prioritising 

the release of such farmers 
and about 450 farmers are 
being released today,” he 
said.

The protesting farmers 
had lashed out at the AAP 
government for detaining 
their leaders and removing 
protesters from the Shamb-
hu and Khanauri border 
points, where they had been 
camping since February 13 
last year after their march 
to Delhi was thwarted by 
security personnel.

On grievances of the 
farmers related to their be-
longings during the eviction 
from protest sites, the IGP 
said that the Punjab Gov-
ernment has issued strict 
directions in this regard and 
nobody will be permitted to 
misappropriate the belong-
ings of farmers.

“To address the concern 
about the belongings of 
farmers, the Patiala district 
police has also appointed 
SP-rank officer Jasbir Singh 
as the Nodal Officer, and 
farmers facing issues relat-
ed to their possessions can 
directly contact SP Jasbir 
Singh at the mobile number 
90713-00002 for immedi-
ate assistance,” Gill said.

800 farmers released from 
detention, 450 more to be 

freed: Punjab Police

PTI, GUWAHATI: The As-
sam Assembly on Mon-
day witnessed uproarious 
scenes with the ruling BJP 
alleging that Deputy Speak-
er Numal Momin was at-
tacked by Congress MLA 
Nurul Huda just outside the 
House, leading to adjourn-
ment.

Huda, however, claimed 
he did not assault Momin 
but blocked the way to the 
House during a protest.

The Congress legislators 
attended the assembly 
wearing black clothes to 
protest against BJP MLA 
Rupjyoti Kurmi, who ver-
bally abused opposition 
MLAs and tried to physical-
ly assault them inside the 
House last week.

Before the session start-

ed, the Congress legislators 
held a sit-in in the corri-
dor leading to the Speak-
er and Deputy Speaker's 
chambers in the assembly 
building demanding action 
against Kurmi.

“I received a WhatsApp 
message from Momin in 
which he said he was at-
tacked by Nurul Huda and 
he is now hospitalised. 
I request the Speaker to 
register a police complaint 
as it happened outside the 
House and let the police 
investigate the matter,” 
Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma said during the 
Question Hour.

Moments before that, 
Momin was seen sitting in-
side the House and attend-
ing the session. He left the 

House after some time.
Speaker Biswajit Daima-

ry said he has asked the of-
ficials to check the matter.

Reacting to the CM's 
allegations, Leader of 
the Opposition Debabra-
ta Saikia demanded that 
instead of the police, 
a House Committee be 
formed to investigate the 
matter as the incident 
was reported to have 
taken place inside the as-
sembly building.

Opposition MLAs of 
the Congress, AIUDF and 
CPI(M) trooped into the 
Well of the House, show-
ing placards and protesting 
against Kurmi and the rul-
ing party's statement re-
garding the alleged attack 
on Momin.

Ruckus in Assam Assembly as BJP alleges 
Dy Speaker attacked by Cong MLA

PTI,   JAMMU:  A cache of 
incriminating material, 
including several loaded 
magazines of M4 carbine 
assault rifles and a couple 
of grenades, were seized as 
security forces intensified 
their search to neutralise 
a group of infiltrating ter-
rorists in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Kathua district on 
Monday, officials said.

The operation, person-
ally led by Director Gener-
al of Police Nalin Prabhat, 
was launched on Sunday 
evening in the Hiranagar 
sector. It was intensified 
with additional deployment 
of commandos, drones and 
sniffer dogs on Monday 
morning, they said.

An army helicopter was 
also seen hovering over the 
area later in the day.

The operation was 
launched by police with a 
Special Operations Group 
after they got intelligence 
about the presence of ter-
rorists inside a 'dhok' -- a 
local term for an enclosure 
-- in a nursery of Sanyal 
village, approximately five 

kilometres from the Paki-
stan border, the officials 
said.

The terrorists launched a 
barrage of fire at the police 
party, leading to an intense 
gunfight that lasted more 
than half an hour, they said.

A seven-year-old girl suf-
fered minor injuries when a 
stray bullet passed close to 
her arm. She was admitted 
to a local hospital.

Reinforcements were 
swiftly dispatched and a 

manhunt was launched to 
apprehend the terrorists, 
believed to have infiltrated 
on Saturday either via the 
ravine route or through a 
new tunnel.

There was no report of 
casualties in the initial fir-
ing and the area was kept 
under a tight security cor-
don throughout the night 
before the forces moved in 
at the crack of dawn, the of-
ficials said.

Though there has been 

no fresh contact with the 
terrorists, the search par-
ties found four loaded 
magazines of M4 carbine 
assault rifles, two grenades, 
a bulletproof jacket, sleep-
ing bags, tracksuits, sever-
al packets of eatables, and 
separate polythene bags, 
the contents of which will 
be known only when they 
are opened by the bomb 
disposal squad, they said.

Police chief Prabhat, who 
rushed to the spot imme-
diately after getting infor-
mation about the presence 
of the terrorists, was seen 
leading from the front deep 
inside the forested area this 
afternoon.

Holding an AK assault 
rifle, he was seen direct-
ing the operation from the 
ground.

One input suggested that 
two groups of at least five 
terrorists each had infil-
trated.

Local villagers, mean-
while, organised a commu-
nity kitchen for reporters 
and the security personnel 
at the outer cordon.

Carbine magazines, grenades seized as security 
forces intensify anti-terror operation in Kathua

Army soldiers during a search operation in the Hiranagar sector 
area following suspicious movement of persons, in Kathua 
district, Jammu and Kashmir

PTI, BHADOHI (UP):  A 
man has been arrested for 
allegedly duping a char-
tered accountant of Rs 
1.5 crore, police said on 
Monday as efforts are on 
to nab the remaining four 
accused.

Superintendent of Police 
Abhimanyu Manglik said 
Pankaj, Ashish, Manish and 
Sachin had met chartered 
accountant Anand Dubey 
through Manoj Dubey, the 
victim's relative.

These five, including 
Manoj Dubey, got Rs 1.5 
crore deposited in their ac-

count from Anand Dubey to 
run a crusher machine and 
toll booth in Bhadohi, say-
ing that the money will be 
returned soon.

The money was trans-
ferred from September 
17, 2023 to November 25, 
2023, police said.

When Anand Dubey 
asked them to give his 
money back, they refused 
and threatened him after 
which the CA lodged a po-
lice complaint against the 
five men ay Gyanpur po-
lice station on July 9, 2024, 
they said.

UP: CA duped of Rs 1.5 
crore, one held, four at large

PTI, BHUBANESWAR:  The 
Odisha Assembly on Mon-
day witnessed noisy scenes 
with opposition BJD and 
Congress creating a ruck-
us over separate issues, 
prompting Speaker Surama 
Padhy to adjourn the pro-
ceedings several times.

The ruckus started as 
soon as the House made 
an obituary reference to 
MLA Debendra Sharma, 
who died on Friday. The 
Congress and BJD mem-
bers trooped into the Well 
of the House making sepa-
rate demands.

While Cong MLAs beat 
gongs and cymbals to draw 
the attention of the govt to-
wards their demand.

Noisy scenes in 
Odisha Assembly, 
House adjourned 

several times

PTI


