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CALANGUTE: Reiterating 
their opposition to the 
Transport Department’s 
proposal to bring all tax-
is under cab aggregators 
in Goa, most taxi owners 
on Monday said that they 
preferred to be self-em-
ployed.

Speaking during a meet-
ing held at Calangute, ac-
tivist Sudip Tamhankar 
said, “Most taxi owners are 
not interested in joining 
the cab aggregators and 
prefer to be self-employed. 
App-based taxi operations 
have been a failure in some 
foreign countries. We are 
open to new technologies, 
but the Transport Depart-
ment should have open and 
transparent discussions 
with our stakeholders be-
fore going ahead with any 
new mechanisms.”

“The Transport De-
partment and Transport 
Minister had called us for 
meetings to discuss this 
issue, but it appears that 
they are not interested in 
resolving our issues. De-

spite our opposition they 
have announced new pro-
posals to bring taxis un-
der aggregators,” he said.

Members of various 
taxi unions, rent-a-cab, 
rent-a-bike, rickshaw un-
ions etc were present at 
the meeting.

Cabbies prefer
self-employment to 
aggregator platform
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MARGAO: In a joint opera-
tion, the Goa Fisheries De-
partment and Coastal Po-
lice apprehended a fishing 
vessel Savitri (IND.GA.01.
MM.421) equipped with 
approximately 22 massive 
LED lights for violating fish-
ing regulations.

The trawler was inter-
cepted 14 kilometres away 
from the Chapora coast on 
Sunday night.

The detained vessel 
was found equipped with 
high-capacity generators 
and an array of powerful 
LED lights - equipment 
strictly prohibited under 
fishing regulations due to 

its devastating impact on 
marine ecosystems. Prelim-
inary investigations suggest 
that Savitri was functioning 
as an auxiliary lighting ves-
sel, providing illumination 

for a larger fishing opera-
tion that managed to evade 
authorities during the raid.

The joint operation 
marks the first major sei-
zure of a Goa-registered 
boat involved in the banned 
practice of LED fishing at 
sea.

Earlier instances have 
been of boats from other 

States or LED lights found 
on boats parked at the jetty 
in the recent past.

Fisheries Minister Nil-
kanth Halarnkar has vowed 
strong legal action against 
those responsible, stating 
that the government will 
not tolerate illegal fish-
ing practices that threaten 
Goa's marine resources. 
“His seizure sends a clear 
message that we are seri-
ous about enforcing fishing 
regulations," Halarnkar told 
reporters.

Traditional fishermen 
have raised concerns 
about the Fisheries De-
partment's stance in ongo-
ing court hearings, where 
officials maintained that 

generators aboard fishing 
vessels were not connect-
ed to LED light fishing op-
erations. "The department 
has been claiming these 
generators have legiti-

mate uses and aren't for 
LED fishing," said a GRE 
representative. "But we've 
always known they're spe-
cifically installed to oper-
ate illegal LED arrays."

The enforcement action 
comes after sustained 
pressure from tradition-
al fishing communities 
organized under the Go-
enchea Raponkarancho 
Ekvott (GRE). The group 
had submitted a formal 
complaint to the Fisher-
ies Department on March 
19, highlighting the wide-
spread use of banned LED 
fishing equipment and its 
destructive consequences 
for fish stocks.

Traditional fishermen ar-
gue that LED fishing, which 
typically employs massive 
60-150 KVA generators to 
power underwater lights, 
devastates juvenile fish 
populations and marine 

habitats. The bright lights 
attract and trap entire 
schools of fish, including 
immature specimens, dis-
rupting the marine food 
chain.

While authorities have 
not yet disclosed owner-
ship details of the seized 
vessel or the exact quantity 
of fish recovered, fisheries 
officials confirm that inves-
tigations are continuing, 
with the possibility of addi-
tional arrests.

The incident has reignit-
ed debate about enforce-
ment effectiveness, with 
fishermen calling for more 
frequent patrols and strict-
er penalties. Many argue 
isolated operations are in-

sufficient to curb banned 
fishing methods threaten-
ing Goa's marine biodiver-
sity.

Authorities have assured 
intensified surveillance 
along Goa's coastline, par-
ticularly in areas known for 
illegal fishing activity.

This matter is also be-
ing monitored by the High 
Court who are expected to 
pronounce its judgment in 
the case where fishermen 
groups have complained 
about poor enforcement of 
the rules by the Fisheries 
Department and Coastal 
Police in combating illegal 
fishing practices and use 
of illegal fishing equip-
ment too.

Trawler seized off Chapora coast for LED fishing
BANNED PRACTICE

Fishing vessel Savitri 
(IND.GA.01.MM.421) was 
found equipped with 
high-capacity generators 
and an array of power-
ful LED lights strictly 
prohibited under fishing 
regulations

Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that the ves-

sel was functioning as an 
auxiliary lighting vessel, 
providing illumination for 
a larger fishing operation
The joint operation by 
Fisheries Dept & Coastal 
Police marks the first ma-
jor seizure of a Goa-regis-
tered boat involved in the 
banned practice

 IN TROUBLED 
WATERS
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MARGAO: As Goa cele-
brated World Water Day 
with much fanfare, the 
irony wasn't lost on resi-
dents of Mollar in Nessai, 
where a chronic water 
shortage has escalated 
into a full-blown crisis. 
While the government 
touts its 'Har Ghar Jal' ini-
tiative claiming water ac-
cess for all, the ground re-
ality here paints a starkly 
different picture - with 
households receiving 
water for barely an hour 
every two days, if at all.

The situation has be-
come so bad that when 
water does flow through 
the pipes, it often comes 
in the dead of night when 
residents are asleep, leav-
ing them with no oppor-
tunity to store it. "How 
can they claim 'Har Ghar 
Jal' when we haven't had 
proper water supply in 
months?" questioned 
a frustrated resident, 
pointing to their dry taps. 
“These campaigns mean 
nothing when our ba-
sic needs aren't met,” he 
charged.

The crisis has forced 
families into impossible 
choices. Those who can 
afford it spend heavily 
on private water tankers, 
while others ration every 
drop carefully. Children 
go to school unbathed, 
workers face humiliation 
at their workplaces and 
household chores pile up 
endlessly. “This isn't just 
about inconvenience - it's 
about our dignity,” says 
another resident, while 
speaking to the media af-
ter their visit to the Pub-
lic Works Department 
(PWD).

Despite repeated 
complaints to local rep-
resentatives including 
MLA Cruz Silva and MP 
Captain Viriato and mul-

Severe water scarcity 
haunts Mollar-Nessai 

residents
tiple petitions to the PWD, 
solutions remain elusive. A 
recent visit to the PWD of-
fice yielded familiar excuses 
- the decades-old pipeline 
system, designed for a frac-
tion of the current popu-
lation, simply can't meet 
demand. While officials 
acknowledge the problem, 
upgrades remain stuck in 
bureaucratic limbo.

As summer approaches, 
anxiety grows in Mollar-Nes-
sai. “If this is our situation 
now, what will happen when 
temperatures soar?” asks a 
worried mother.


