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Salt Kohli & Pandya
seal the fate of Knights

Half-centuries by Kohli, new signing Salt and Pandya’s three-wicket haul
guide Royal Challengers Bengaluru to a comfortable 7-wkt win over
defending champions Kolkata Knight Riders in the opening match of IPL

PTI

PTI, KOLKATA: “Chase
master’ Virat Kohli once
again showcased his class
with a sublime unbeat-
en half-century as Royal
Challengers Bengaluruy,
backed by Krunal Pandya’s
game-changing triple strike
crushed defending champi-
ons Kolkata Knight Riders
by seven wickets in the IPL
opener on Saturday.

Ajinkya Rahane, who has
transformed his T20 game,
dazzled on his Kolkata
Knight Riders captaincy de-
but with a 25-ball fifty, but
it was Krunal's 3/29 that
ensured that the defending
champions fell well short of
the 200-mark, managing a
below-par 174/8.

During chase, Phil Salt,
rubbing salt into his former
franchise's wounds, gave RCB
an explosive start with a 31-
ball 56 laced with nine fours
and two sixes. His whirlwind
knock, in a 95-run opening
stand with Kohlj, set the tone
for the chase.

Kohli then raced to a 30-
ball fifty, raising his bat to
deafening chants of his name
in a signature 36-ball knock
studded with three sixes and
four fours as they sealed the
chase in just 16.2 overs.

Moments after  he
reached fifty, the frenzy
peaked when a pitch invad-
er ran onto the field and fell
at Kohli's feet, summing up
the adulation he commands
across all venues.

Earlier Salt came out
swinging against India's
in-form spinner Varun
Chakravarthy, who was
fresh from his Champions
Trophy heroics.

The 18th season of the IPL
kicked off with a grand specta-

Royal Challengers Bengaluru's Virat Kohli and Liam Livingstone
celebrate after winning the Indian Premier League cricket
match over Kolkata Knight Riders, at Eden Gardens

in Kolkata, on Saturday

SCOREBOARD
Kolkata Knight Riders: Quinton de Kock ¢ Sharma b Hazle-
wood 4, Sunil Narine ¢ Sharma b Salam 44, *Ajinkya Rahane
¢ Salam b Pandya 56, Venkatesh lyer b Pandya 6, Angkrish
Raghuvanshi c Sharma b Dayal 30, Rinku Singh b Pandya

TWISTS & TURNS

m 36-year-old Ajinkya
Rahane, played a fabulous
knock of 56 off 31 balls.
KKR seemed well on its way
towards the magic figure of
200 when he had apartner-
ship of 103 for the second
wicket with Sunil Narine
(44, 26b)

m Left-arm spinner Krunal's
brilliant 3/29 in the middle
overs where he dismissed

a well-set Rahane, and the
two KKR heavyweights duo
of Venkatesh lyer (6) and
Rinku Singh (12) turned the
tables

m RCB's disciplined bowl-
ing in the death overs
meant that KKR flattered to
deceive

m When Virat Kohli (59 not
out, 36b, 4x4, 3x6) and Salt
(56, 31b, 9x4, 2x6) made 95
runs for the opening wicket
in just 8.3 overs, it was all
too clear that KKR's 174/8
was just not enough this
night. In the process Kohli
also surpassed 1,000 IPL

runs against KKR

12, Andre Russell b Sharma 4, Ramandeep Singh not out

6, Harshit Rana c Sharma b Hazlewood 5, Spencer John-
son not out 1. Extras: 6. Total: 174-8. Fall of wickets: 4-1,
107-2, 109-3, 125-4, 145-5, 150-6, 168-7, 173-8. Bowling:
Josh Hazlewood 4-0-22-2, Yash Dayal 3-0-25-1, Rasikh Dar
Salam 3-0-35-1, Krunal Pandya 4-0-29-3, Suyash Sharma

4-0-47-1, Liam Livingstone 2-0-14-0.

Royal Challengers Bengaluru: Philip Salt c Johnson b
Varun 56, Virat Kohli not out 59, Devdutt Padikkal ¢ Singh b
Narine 10, *Rajat Patidar c Singh b Arora 34, Liam Living-
stone not out 15. Extras: 3. Total: 177-3. Fall of wickets: 95-
1, 118-2, 162-3. Bowling: Vaibhav Arora 3-0-42-1, Spencer
Johnson 2.2-0-31-0, Varun Chakaravarthy 4-0-43-1, Harshit

Rana 3-0-32-0, Sunil Narine 4-0-27-1.

Man-of-the-match: Krunal Pandya

cle, featuring a 35-minute mu- :
sical performance followed :
by Bollywood superstar Shah :
Rukh Khan's iconic intro- :
duction of Virat Kohli, which :
electrified the crowd that out- :

numbered home team KKR's
fans with chants of "RCB,

RCB" echoing through the
stands. "Virat Bhai is the only :
player who has been playing :

in the IPL since its inception,

staying with the same team
-- RCB -- for all 18 years," said :

Shah Rukh

IT’S TODAY GRAND FINAI.
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AT MERBES BHURGH GROUND AT 8.00 PM

ALL GOA VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
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Emniup"
Rs. 40000/-

_WINNERS
Rs. 40000/-

RUNNERS UP WINNERS
Rs. 30000/- Rs. 60000/-

chief Guest: Fr. PI0 FURTADO
(Head Master of Fr Agnel High School)

Guest of Honour : Mr. SUSHANT GOVEKAR

(Sarpanch - V. P. Merces )

SPEGIAL

ATTRACTION

Special Invites:

Shri GIRISH USKAIKAR -

Z.P. Member - Chimbel Constituency

SUCHITA SWAPNIL AMONKAR - py. sarpanch

Panch Members: WALTER D’SOUSA, CELIA SEQUEIRA, RAKESH FATERPEKAR,
ASSIS FERNANDES, FILOMENA GRETA PEREIRA, MUKESH SHIRGAONKAR,
DAYESH VENGURLEKAR, PRAMOD KAMAT & SANDHYA HOBLE
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TRUE VALUE MARUTI SUZUK
Step into the ultimate car carnival!
Explore top-quality pre-owned cars at unbeatable prices, with exciting
deals that make every ride worth it.
Bring the family for fun games and entertainment, and drive home with
Al smiles and savings!
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