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PTI, NEW DELHI:  Eminent Hindi 
writer Vinod Kumar Shukla was 
on Saturday named the recipient 
of the 59th Jnanpith Award, India's 
highest literary honour. He will be 
the first writer from Chhattisgarh 
to receive the award. The 88-year-
old short story writer, poet and 
essayist, considered one of the 
greatest contemporary writers 
in the language, is the 12th Hindi 
writer to receive the award.

The award carries a cash re-
ward of Rs 11 lakh, a bronze stat-
ue of Saraswati, the Hindu god-
dess of learning, and a citation.

Expressing his joy over being 
chosen for this prestigious honour, 
Shukla said it was a moment of im-
mense happiness for him and ad-
mitted that he had never imagined 
receiving such recognition.

"This is a very big award. I nev-
er thought I would receive this 
award. I never really paid atten-
tion to awards. Others would of-
ten tell me in conversations that I 
deserved the Jnanpith Award. 

"But what could I tell them? 
Out of hesitation, I could never 
find the right words to respond," 
Shukla, who admitted that he re-
mains dedicated to writing even 
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at this stage of life, especially for chil-
dren, told PTI. His name was finalised 
for the award during the meeting of the 
Jnanpith Selection Committee, chaired 
by eminent storyteller and Jnanpith 
awardee Pratibha Ray.

Other members of the selection com-
mittee present at the meeting included 
Madhav Kaushik, Damodar Mauzo, Prab-
ha Varma, Anamika, A Krishna Rao, Praf-
ful Shiledar, Janki Prasad Sharma and 
Jnanpith director Madhusudan Anand.


