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PTI, NEW DELHI:  For the 
second consecutive year, 
India skipped a national 
day reception hosted by the 
Pakistani high commission 
here even as it described Is-
lamabad's "active" backing 
of cross-border terrorism 
as the "biggest roadblock" 
to peace.

New Delhi also slammed 
Pakistan for feting contro-
versial Islamic preacher Za-
kir Naik, who is wanted by 
Indian authorities.

India's remarks came af-
ter Pakistani Charge d'Af-
faires Saad Ahmad War-
raich said a "new dawn" 
in relations between the 
two nations can emerge 
by enhancing mutual un-
derstanding, addressing 
shared concerns and re-
solving "long-standing dis-
putes" including the Kash-
mir issue.

Warraich's comments 

came at the reception host-
ed by the Pakistani high 
commission last night.

Like last year, there was 
no representation from the 
Indian side at the event. It is 
not clear whether Pakistan 
invited Indian officials for 
the reception.

Asked whether the Paki-
stan high commission ex-
tended an invitation for the 
event, External Affairs Min-
istry spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said he didn't have 
information on it.

However, he added: "As 
for invitations, they de-
pend on relationships, 
don't they? Acceptance of 
invitations depends on the 

nature of the relationship." 
In his remarks, Jaiswal 

also referred to his state-
ment on Tuesday that was 
issued after Pakistan criti-
cised Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for certain crit-
ical remarks on Pakistan.

In the statement, Jaiswal 
said Pakistan should vacate 
Indian territory under its 
"illegal" occupation instead 
of "spreading lies". 

"In that particular state-
ment, we had, among other 
things, mentioned that the 
world clearly knows that 
the real issue is Pakistan's 
active promotion and spon-
sorship of cross-border ter-
rorism," the spokesperson 

said.
"In fact, this is the big-

gest roadblock to peace and 
security in the region," he 
said.

India has been maintain-
ing that it desires normal 
neighbourly relations with 
Pakistan while insisting 
that the onus is on Islam-
abad to create an environ-
ment free of terror and hos-
tility for such engagement.

Modi in a recent podcast 
said that every attempt to 
foster peace with Pakistan 
was met with hostility and 
betrayal and that he hoped 
wisdom would prevail on 
the leadership in Islamabad 
to improve bilateral ties.

"And obviously, it shows 
the kind of approach his 
hosts have and what it 
means for us, and what it 
means in terms of giving so 
much support to a person 
who is wanted here," he said.

India skips Pak day event, cites 
terror support as peace hurdle

PTI, NEW DELHI:  With 
just 11 days left for US 
President Donald Trump's 
tit-for-tat tariffs to kick 
in, India on Friday said its 
negotiations with Wash-
ington are underway to 
build a framework for a 
bilateral trade pact that 
would address issues re-
lating to levies and mar-
ket access.

India remains engaged 
with the US administration 
at "various levels" to arrive 
at a mutually-beneficial 
trade agreement, Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said at his weekly 
media briefing.

Jaiswal, however, did not 
directly respond to queries 
on whether India is expect-
ing some kind of a waiver 
from Trump's reciprocal 
tariff that comes into effect 
on April 2.

The US president indi-

cated on Wednesday that 
Washington will not spare 
India from the new tariff 
regime, saying he has a 
"very good" relationship 
with New Delhi and has a 
"problem" with its tariff 
structure.

"India and the US are in 
the process of taking bilat-
eral trade negotiations for-
ward," Jaiswal said.

"The two governments 
are actively working to 
build a framework for the 
BTA, which would aim to 
expand trade, enhance 
market access, reduce tar-
iff and non-tariff barriers 
and deepen supply-chain 
integration," he said.

"In this endeavour, our 
minister of commerce and 
industry visited the US 
from  March 3 to 7 and held 
discussions with the US 
secretary of commerce and 
US trade representative," 
he added.

Negotiations with US 
underway for trade-

deal framework: India

PTI, MEERUT (UP):  
Meerut Police has bust-
ed an illegal international 
telephone exchange oper-
ating from a house, which 
was allegedly being used 
to convert international 
VoIP calls into local voice 
calls, causing significant 
revenue losses to the In-
dian government, officials 
said Friday.

Four men have been 
arrested, while three oth-
ers are absconding. Over 
200 SIM cards, SIM boxes, 
and other communication 
equipment were allegedly 
recovered, police said.

Superintendent of Po-
lice (Rural) Rakesh Kumar 
Mishra said the illegal ex-
change, running from the 
upper floor of Junaid's 
house in Lakhipura, was 
exposed during a raid led 
by Lisadi Gate SHO Subhash 

Chandra Gautam and SWAT 
team in-charge Arun Ku-
mar Mishra. The arrested 
individuals have been iden-
tified as Junaid, his brother 
Shakib, Aris, and Asif, while 
efforts are underway to ap-
prehend the absconding ac-
cused Shahrukh, Zeeshan, 
and Haji Irfan.

According to police, the 
accused had been illegally 
converting international 
VoIP calls into regular voice 
calls, making it difficult to 
trace caller identities and 
resulting in financial losses 
to the exchequer. The gang 
allegedly earned Rs 20,000 
to Rs 25,000 daily through 
this operation.

Investigations revealed 
that Junaid and Zeeshan 
allegedly hatched the plan 
and secured an investment 
of Rs four lakh from Haji 
Irfan, who was promised 

60 per cent of the profits. 
They then roped in Asif, 
who set up the exchange 
for Rs 3.45 lakh with the 
help of Shahrukh, who pro-
vided SIM cards, SIM box-
es, and technical expertise, 
the officer said.

The exchange was initial-
ly tested at Rizwan's house 
in Dehradun before being 
shifted to Meerut in No-
vember 2024, he said.

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused 
at Lisadi Gate police station 
under relevant sections of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita, the Indian Telegraph 
Act, and the IT Act.

Police said the opera-
tion posed a serious na-
tional security threat, as 
it masked caller identities 
and made it difficult to 
track suspicious commu-
nications.

Illegal international call exchange 
busted in UP, four arrested

PTI, MANDSAUR:  A wom-
an believed to have been 
murdered sometime in 
September 2023 returned 
safe to her home in Madhya 
Pradesh's Mandsaur dis-
trict a few days ago, even 
as four men arrested for the 
supposed killing continue 
to be in prison.

The story of Lalita Bai 
(35), resident of  Navali 
village, is stranger than fic-
tion, or a film script.

A case was registered for 
her `murder' at Thandla 
town in Jhabua district of 
Madhya Pradesh in Sep-
tember 2023, days after her 

family reported that she 
had gone missing from Gan-
dhi Sagar area of Mandsaur.

Her relatives even iden-
tified the body of a wom-
an with her head crushed 
as Lalita Bai, said Gandhi 
Sagar police station in-
charge Taruna Bharadwaj.

So imagine their surprise 
when Lalita Bai returned 
home on March 11, safe and 
sound.

According to her, she left 
home on her own with one 
Shahrukh and travelled to 
Bhanpura.

There, without her 
knowledge, he `sold' her to 

another person, also named 
Shahrukh, for Rs 5 lakh, Lal-
ita Bai told police.

The second man took her 
to Kota in Rajasthan, where 
she stayed with him for 
nearly 18 months.

"However, as soon as I 
got the opportunity, I ran 
away and came back," Lalita 
told PTI Videos.

"I do not have a mobile 
phone, so I was unable to 
contact my family mem-
bers," she said.

"After we had filed a 
missing person report, 
Thandla police  informed 
us about the recovery of 

a woman's body with her 
head crushed. We went 
there and identified it as 
the body of our daughter 
on the basis of a tattoo and 
a black string tied around 
her leg. We performed the 
last rites too," Lalita's fa-
ther Nanuram Banchhada 
said.

Police, meanwhile, ar-
rested four men including 
Shahrukh who had alleged-
ly lured her away. 

After her return, her fa-
ther took her to the Gandhi 
Sagar police station, and in-
formed the officials that she 
was very much alive. 

India's remarks came after Pakistani Charge d'Affaires 
Saad Ahmad Warraich said a "new dawn" in relations 
between the two nations can emerge by enhancing 
mutual understanding, addressing shared concerns 
and resolving "long-standing disputes" including the 
Kashmir issue

Murdered woman returns home; 
four accused still in jail

PTI,  NEW DELHI:  The CBI 
has registered three cases 
related to alleged irregu-
larities in the allotment, 
development and sanction 
of Sports City projects in 
Noida between 2011 and 
2014 which turned into a 

Rs 9000-crore 'scam', offi-
cials said Friday.

Acting on the orders of 
the Allahabad High Court, 
the agency registered the 
FIRs against real estate firms 
Logix Infra Developers Pvt 
Ltd, Xanadu Estates Pvt Ltd 

CBI files 3 FIRs in Rs 9000-crore Noida 
Sports City Project scam, conducts raids

and Lotus Green Construc-
tions Pvt Ltd, their directors 
and some unnamed officials 
of Noida Authority, follow-
ing it up with a search oper-
ation, they said.

No immediate reactions 
were available from the 
companies.

According to an official, 
the Noida Sport City Pro-
ject was aimed to develop 
world class sport facilities 
with residential and com-
mercial areas in the sector 
78, 79 and 150 of Noida. 

"It was alleged that... 
after the allotment of 
projects, the related con-
ditions were allegedly 
breached multiple times 
by the allotees/sub-
leasees, in connivance 
with Noida Authority offi-
cials causing suspected fi-
nancial loss to the State ex-
chequer at approximately 
Rs 9000 crore and undue 
advantage to certain de-
velopers at the State ex-
pense," the official said.

The CBI has alleged the 
authorities took no reme-
dial measures even after 
the CAG report pointed 
out irregularities in the 
massive project.

PTI, MUZAFFARPUR (BI-
HAR):  The Muzaffarpur 
bandh called by right-wing 
outfits against the alleged 
demolition of a temple, 
located inside the railway 
station premises, passed 
off peacefully in the district 
on Friday with no report of 
any violence, officials said.

A large number of securi-
ty personnel were deployed 
at all sensitive places in the 
district. Muzaffarpur Dis-
trict Magistrate Subrata Sen 
told PTI, "The bandh passed 
off peacefully. No untoward 
incident was reported from 
any part of the district."

Several right-wing outfits 
called for a shutdown and 
took to the streets in pro-
test against the recent dem-
olition of a temple, located 
inside the premises of Mu-
zaffarpur railway stations.

Muzaffarpur 
bandh passes 
off peacefully


