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PTI, BENGALURU: Karna-
taka Legislative Assembly 
on Friday passed a Bill to 
provide 4 per cent res-
ervation for Muslims in 
public contracts, amidst 
strong protests by opposi-
tion BJP.

BJP MLAs climbed on 
the podium where Speak-
er U T Khader's chair is 
placed and threw papers 
at him. On Khader's direc-
tion, Marshals evicted the 
MLAs, who tried to sur-
round the Speaker's chair.

Leader of Opposition, 
R Ashoka, termed the Bill 
“unconstitutional”.

The 'Karnataka Trans-
parency in Public Procure-
ments (Amendment) Bill, 
2025' was piloted by Law 
and Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister H K Patil.

The Cabinet last Friday 
had approved an amend-
ment to the Karnataka 
Transparency in Public 
Procurements (KTPP) Act, 
reserving for Muslims 4 
per cent of contracts in 
(civil) works valued up 
to Rs 2 crore, and goods/
services procurement con-
tracts up to Rs 1 crore. This was announced by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah in 

his 2025-26 Budget, pre-
sented on March 7.

At present, Karnataka 
has reservation in civil 
works contracts for SC/STs 
(24 per cent) and OBC con-
tractors belonging to Cat-
egory-1 (4 per cent) and 
Category-2A (15 per cent).

There were demands to 
add Muslims under Cate-
gory-2B of the OBCs with 
a reservation of 4 per cent.

The BJP has termed the 
Karnataka government's 
move to provide four per 
cent reservation to Muslims 
in government contracts 
an “unconstitutional mis-
adventure”, and had said it 
will oppose it at all levels, 
including challenging it in 
court, until it is rolled back.

As per the Bill, it aims 
to overcome the unem-
ployment problem in the 
backward classes and to 
encourage their participa-
tion in construction works, 
not exceeding 4 per cent 
for the persons belonging 
to the category 2B of back-
ward classes (Muslims), 
out of the total number of 
government construction 
works upto Rs 2 crore.

K’taka passes 4% quota for 
Muslims in govt contracts

BJP SLAMS SUSPENSION OF 18 PARTY MLAS 
FROM K’TAKA ASSEMBLY FOR SIX MONTHS

PTI, BENGALURU:  The opposition BJP on Friday con-
demned the suspension of 18 MLAs from the Karna-
taka Assembly for six months and called the move "un-
democratic". The party accused the ruling Congress of 
committing a "grave injustice" to the suspended MLAs, 
who were protesting against the four per cent reserva-
tion for Muslims in public contracts and charges of an 
attempted "honey trap" involving Karnataka Ministers. 
The BJP legislators also submitted a memorandum 
to Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot, urging him to 
reject the reservation for Muslims in contracts through 
the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurements 
(Amendment) Bill. “The suspension of 18 MLAs was 
undemocratic. I am saying this because a senior 
Minister in the Congress government himself said 
in the Assembly that attempts were made for honey 
trap 48 MLAs in the state,” the BJP state president B Y 
Vijayendra told reporters outside the assembly.

PTI, CHENNAI:  Tamil 
Nadu's ruling DMK is all 
set to host its first meet-
ing of states over delimi-
tation here on March 22 
and Chief Minister M K 
Stalin on Friday said it 
was more than a meet-
ing, which marked the 
beginning of a move-
ment that will shape the 
future of the country to 
achieve fair delimitation.

Chief Ministers of Ker-
ala, Telangana, and Pun-
jab: Pinarayi Vijayan, Re-
vanth Reddy, Bhagwant 
Singh Mann, and work-
ing president of Shirom-
ani Akali Dal Balwinder 
Singh Bhunder, and gen-
eral secretary of Indian 
Union Muslim League 
Kerala P M A Salam, were 
among the leaders who 
arrived in Chennai to 
take part in the meeting. 

Kerala, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Odisha, West Ben-
gal and Punjab are the 
seven states the DMK 

has reached out for the 
meeting. 

"A historic day for Indi-
an federalism,! Stalin said 
on the eve of the meet-
ing and BJP Tamil Nadu 
President K Annamalai 
alleged the meeting on 
delimitation was a "delu-
sional drama."  

Stalin said: "I extend 
my warmest welcome 
to the leaders from Ker-

ala, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, Odi-
sha, West Bengal & Pun-
jab who are joining us for 
the Joint Action Commit-
tee meeting on #FairDe-
limitation."

Describing the DMK-
led all-party meeting 
held here on March 5 as 
a "landmark moment," 
in which as many as 58 
parties participated by 

TMC TO SKIP DMK‘S DELIMITATION MEET
PTI, NEW DELHI: The Trinamool Congress will not 
send any representative for the March 22 meeting of 
states over delimitation called by Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M K Stalin in Chennai, said a source in the 
ruling party of West Bengal on Friday. The source said 
the Trinamool Congress (TMC) feels the duplicate 
voter ID number issue is more important at present, 
as it may have an impact on the assembly elections in 
Bihar, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. Assembly 
election in Bihar is slated to be held later this year 
while polls in Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal 
are due in 2026. Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Odisha, West Bengal and Punjab are the 
seven states the Stalin-led DMK has reached out to 
for the meeting.

PTI, NEW DELHI: A gang-
ster was arrested after a 
Delhi Police officer lured 
him through a fake social 
media profile posing as a 
Mumbai-based model, an 
official said on Friday.

The accused, Manoj, a 
life convict and repeat pa-
role-jumper, promised to 
meet the officer in South 
Delhi, from where he was 
arrested.

“Manoj, a member of the 
Gogi gang and a close asso-

ciate of Deepak, was wanted 
in multiple cases across Del-
hi, Haryana and Rajasthan, 
including murder, kidnap-
ping and armed robbery,” 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (DCP)(Crime) Aditya 
Gautam said in a statement.

Deepak is a key conspir-
ator in the murder of rival 
gangster Tillu Tajpuria in-
side Tihar Jail.

The officer further said 
knowing that Manoj was 
active on social media, a 

Gangster falls for model, 
lands in police trap

specialised team of the 
crime branch devised a dig-
ital operation.

PTI, NEW DELHI: 
Around 388 Indian 
nationals have been 
deported from the US 
since January 2025, 
the government in-
formed Parliament.

Of these, 333 Indi-
ans were deported 
directly from the US to 
India on three separate 
flights in February. Sep-
arately, the US, through 
Panama, “deported 55 
Indian nationals, who 
arrived on commercial 
flights”, Minister of State 
for External Affairs Kirti 
Vardhan Singh said in a 
written response in the 
Lok Sabha.

The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs was asked 
whether the Union 
government has re-
ceived the details of the 
persons to be deported 
from the US this year, 
and if the government 
has requested the US 
officials to provide ade-
quate facilities for them.

The ministry was 
also asked whether 
the Prime Minister 

388 Indians deported from US 
since Jan 2025: Govt in LS

had raised concerns with 
the US President and top 
US officials for the “ill 
treatment” meted out to 
the deportees.

The MEA was also asked 
if the government has any 
plan to send our own air-
craft to bring back Indians 
designated as illegal immi-
grants by the US.

PTI, NEW DELHI: A 
Delhi court on Friday 
dismissed the bail appli-
cation of Lok Sabha MP 
from Jammu and Kash-
mir's Baramulla, Engi-
neer Rashid, in a terror 
funding case.

“The bail plea dis-
missed,” Additional Ses-

sions Judge Chander Jit 
Singh said.

Rashid has been 
lodged in Tihar jail since 
2019 after he was arrest-
ed by the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) 
under the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act 
in the 2017 terror fund-

ing case.
During a hearing 

this week, Rashid had 
challenged a March 
10 order of the trial 
court, refusing him 
custody parole or in-
terim bail to attend 
Lok Sabha proceed-
ings till April 4.

Delhi court dismisses Engineer Rashid’s 
bail plea in terror funding case

PTI, HYDERABAD:  A 
large contingent of police 
has been deployed for se-
curity during the 18th In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 
match at Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Cricket Stadi-
um in Uppal.

The tournament will be 
held between March 23 and 
May 21 in Hyderabad. 

To ensure a smooth, 
incident-free event, the 
Rachakonda police have 
implemented extensive 
security measures, said 
Commissioner G Sud-
heer Babu. 

2,700 cops 
deployed for 

IPL matches in 
Hyderabad

DMK to host first Joint Action 
Committee meet on delimitation
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