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DUST, DELAYS & DISAPPOINTMENT

The March 31 deadline set by the High Court for the completion of Panjim's Smart City  project 
is fast approaching, but Rua Ismail Gracias Road, in the market area, remains a gravel-strewn 
mess, spewing plumes of dust into the air. With just 9 days left to complete the infrastructure 
works, the slow pace of progress raises serious doubts about the project's feasibility
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PANJIM: Taking on All India 
Congress Committee (AICC) 
Secretary and Goa in-charge 
Anjali Nimbalkar, Aam Aad-
mi Party state chief Amit Pal-
ekar said that the Congress 
Goa unit should either merge 
with the BJP or not fight elec-
tions at all, since their MLAs 
had a history of defecting to 
the BJP.

Palekar’s comments 
came hours after Nim-
balkar warned AAP and 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
for jeopardising Congress 
chances in 2022 polls and 
claimed that people of Goa 
will support Congress in 
2027 Assembly elections.

Palekar’s riposte came 
hours later on his X han-

dle, where he said: “Going 
by your logic @DrAnjali-
Tai, @INCGoa should either 
merge with @BJP4Goa or 
should not contest elec-
tions in Goa at all as twice 
your elected MLAs along 
with Leader of the Oppo-
sition ditched Goan voters, 
even gods and your party 
and defected to BJP. Your 
remaining MLAs have in-
dicated with their recent 

statements that they are 
on the way to BJP. So best is 
you ally with BJP right now 
and merge Goa Congress 
with @BJP4India.”

The latest face-off be-
tween the two Opposition 
parties comes just over a 
week after AAP leader and 
Delhi Leader of the Oppo-
sition Atishi slammed the 
Congress on a Goa visit and 
stressed that the party was 

planning to go it alone in 
the elections.

“What does alliance with 
the Congress mean?” Atishi 
had asked. “Last Assembly 
elections (2022) they won 
11 seats and eight of their 
MLAs joined the BJP. How 
can anyone trust the Con-
gress? People are talking 
about the coming together 
of like-minded parties. Who 
are you like-minded with? 
80 per cent of their MLAs 
leave and this is happening 
for the second time.”

On Friday, speaking to 

reporters on the sidelines 
of a party’s function in Pan-
jim, Nimbalkar said, “I am 
here (Goa) to strengthen 
my party organisation. If 
somebody feels shaken by 
my presence then it is their 
problem. They should work 
for their organisation. My 
High Command will decide 
how to win the 2027 Goa 
Assembly elections and I 
am visiting every constitu-
ency in this regard.” How-
ever, she left the question 
of an Opposition alliance to 
the party High Command.
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PANJIM: The High Court of Bombay 
at Goa on Friday dismissed miscel-
laneous civil application filed by the 
Secretary (Finance) and directed to 
proceed to recover interest compo-
nent of Rs 9.36 lakh from the officers, 
who delayed to clear compensation 
amount, within next six months.

While hearing a writ petition filed by A 
K Nigyale of Bicholim, the Court on April 
30, 2024, had directed the Secretary (Fi-
nance) to conduct an inquiry and fix the 
responsibility for gross delays in deposit-
ing the compensation due to a claimant in 
a land acquisition case before the District 
and Sessions Court, Panjim. The Court 
had further stated that after fixing the re-
sponsibility, the government must recov-
er the interest component on delay from 
the officers responsible i.e. special land 
acquisition officers (SLAOs). 

Pursuant to the directions, the 
Secretary (Finance) conducted an 

inquiry and submitted a list of 13 re-
sponsible officers of the inquiry re-
port dated January 9, 2025. The total 
interest component worked out to Rs 
9,36,734. Of the 13 officers, three re-
tired and one of them expired.

The secretary (Finance) in his MCA 
sought to recall the Court’s direction to 
recover the interest component on the 
compensation amount, citing the rea-
son that some of the officers had retired 
or had expired as the cause for the delay 
in depositing the compensation before 
the District Court, during their tenure. 
Also it was due to administrative and 
operational constraints making it chal-
lenging for these officers to be aware of 
the pending matters, he stated.

But the Court stated that such a 
reason cannot be countenanced for 
recalling the order to recover the in-
terest component for the compen-
sation payable. The Court noted that 
the compensation was required to be 
deposited way back on June 30, 2013. 

It is the citizens who had to bear the 
cost of this negligence and the rea-
sons cited in the application would 
certainly not be reason enough to re-
call the directions. 

The government had acquired the 
petitioner's land situated at Naroa, 
Bicholim for the Tillari irrigation pro-
ject in 2013 and the award was de-
clared on June 30, 2013. Since there 
was a dispute between the petitioner 
and some others regarding the right 
to receive compensation, the dispute 
was referred to the District Court. But 
the government officials did not both-
er to make any reference to the Dis-
trict Court, neither the compensation 
amount deposited before the District 
Court. The petitioner was represented 
by Adv Omkar Kulkarni.

The Court had asked the govern-
ment to make the reference within 
four months and to conduct an in-
quiry and to fix the responsibility on 
the officers responsible for the delay.

HC directs govt to recover Rs 9.36 lakh 
compensation interest from officials

PANJIM: The Verna Police have arrested 
two persons in a murder case reported at 
a poultry in Cortalim. Santosh Indar Mall-
ick (22), resident of Bahaliaguda, Moha-
na Gajapati, Odisha and Pradhan Nalika 
Mandal (35), resident of Agilipadar, Mo-
hana Gajapati, Odisha were arrested for 
allegedly attacking Anil Muthamajhi (20) 
with knives. Anil succumbed to injuries 

while Jihusaya Mandal (39) is undergo-
ing treatment.

The duo were attacked at a poultry farm at 
Cortalim with knives on Thursday afternoon 
allegedly over demand for free chicken.

During interrogation, the accused 
confessed to the crime, citing a past en-
mity with Mandal as the motive behind 
the attack.1,800 kgs of beef

seized at Mollem, 
driver arrested

Team Herald

PONDA: Collem police ar-
rested a Karnataka native 
for illegally transporting 
1,800 kgs of beef at the Mol-
lem border checkpoint.

According to the police, 
the arrest was made follow-
ing a written complaint by 
Ketan B Chowgule, Veteri-
nary Officer from Mollem, 
Dharbandora. The accused, 
Mahabubsab Bagvaale, a 
resident of Belgaum, Karna-
taka, was caught red-hand-
ed at Mollem border check 
post on March 21 at 5:10 
am, while transporting the 
beef in a tempo. The beef, 
allegedly sourced from Au-
tonagar, Belgaum was being 
transported without any 
valid documentation issued 
by the competent authority.

Duo arrested in murder case

AAP slams Congress, tells 
party to merge with BJP

With both parties sparring, possibility of Opposition alliance in Goa gets slimmer
@INCGoa should either merge with @BJP4Goa 
or should not contest elections in Goa at all as 
twice your elected MLAs along with Leader of 

the Opposition ditched Goan voters, even gods and 
your party and defected to BJP. Your remaining MLAs 
have indicated with their recent statements that they 
are on the way to BJP. So best is you ally with BJP 
right now and merge Goa Congress with @BJP4India
– Amit Palekar, AAP Goa chief on X

I am here (Goa) to strengthen my party 
organisation. If somebody feels shaken by my 
presence then it is their problem. They should 

work for their organisation. My High Command will 
decide how to win 2027 Goa Assembly elections
– Anjali Nimbalkar, AICC Secretary and Goa in-charge


