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PTI, NAGPUR/ BAREILLY/ KOLKA-
TA: Police have booked Fahim Khan, 
key accused in the Nagpur violence, 
and five others on charges of sedition 
and spreading misinformation on so-
cial media, officials said on Thursday, 
adding that curfew was lifted or re-
laxed in parts of the city three days 
after the violence.

Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi, a 
Barelvi sect cleric, wrote to Union 
home minister Amit Shah, seeking a 
ban on the film ‘Chhava', alleging it 
was inciting communal tensions and 
was directly responsible for the Nag-
pur violence.

Amid demand from right-wing 
organisations that Mughal Emperor 
Aurangzeb's tomb at Khultabad in 
Maharashtra's Sambhajinagar dis-
trict be removed, the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) has put up tin 
sheets on two sides of the 18th cen-
tury structure.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee condemned Monday's vi-
olence in Nagpur, asserting that India 
is known for unity in diversity.

The cyber crime department 
has asked for information from 
Facebook, X, Instagram and 
YouTube authorities about 230 

profiles on their platforms and 
sought that they be blocked, DCP 
Cyber Crime Lohit Matani told re-
porters in Nagpur.

The probe so far has indicated that 
misinformation was spread initially 
after some videos were shared on 
social media, which fuelled the vio-
lence and more videos "glorified” the 
violence, he said.

Six persons, including Khan, who 
is Minority Democratic Party city 
chief, have been booked for sedition 
in the cyber police FIRs, Matani said.

Rumours about a  ‘chadar' with 
holy inscriptions being burnt dur-
ing protests led by the Vishwa Hin-
du Parishad (VHP) seeking the re-
moval of Aurangzeb's tomb was the 

trigger for the violence in Nagpur, 
an official said.

Mamata Banerjee told reporters in 
Kolkata that she condemns the Nag-
pur violence. “Our country is known 
for its unity in diversity. After the 
demolition of Babri Masjid, I hit the 
streets to protect communal harmo-
ny,” she said.

Banerjee said her INDIA alliance 
partner Uddhav Thackeray, the pres-
ident of Shiv Sena (UBT), will com-
ment on the situation.

The Archeological Survey of In-
dia (ASI), as per the directive of the 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar district 
administration, has put up tin sheets 
on two sides of Aurangzeb's tomb at 
Khultabad, an official said.

The tin sheets and wire fencing 
were put up on two sides of the 
structure on Wednesday night, a lo-
cal official said.

A circular fence will also be 
installed around the tomb, an 
official said.    

"The green net covering two sides 
of the tomb was in bad shape, and 
the structure was visible to those 
visiting the nearby Khwaja Syed 
Zainuddin Chishti grave. So we have 
installed tin sheets," he told PTI.
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PTI, BENGALURU: Law-
makers cutting across 
party lines on Thursday 
alleged that "honey trap" 
attempts were being 
made in Karnataka to 
achieve political goals.

State Home Minister G 
Parameshwara supported 
the opposition's claims 
and assured a high-level 
inquiry into such cases.

Responding to the ac-
cusations, Parameshwara 
stressed the need to curb 
such tendencies.

"If we have to preserve 
the dignity of our mem-
bers, we have to put an 
end to such incidents. It's 
a serious issue," the Home 
Minister told the Assembly.

"I will order a high-level 
probe into it," he added.

While Cooperation 
Minister K N Rajanna in-
formed the House that 48 
people have fallen victim 
to "honey traps" in the 
state and their obscene 
videos have been circu-
lated, state Public Works 
Minister Satish Jarkiho-
li alleged that a cabinet 
colleague faced two un-
successful "honey trap" 
attempts.

“People say that there is 
a CD (compact disk) and 
pen drive factory in Karna-
taka. I have come to know 
that there are CDs and 
pen drives of 48 people 
available in the state. This 
network is spread across 
India and even several un-
ion ministers have been 
trapped,” Rajanna said.

During a budget dis-
cussion, BJP legislator 
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal 
claimed that blackmail 
tactics were used to elimi-
nate political rivals.

BJP MLA V Sunil Kumar 
echoed the concern, say-
ing those who could not 

defeat their opponents 
have resorted to black-
mailing to achieve their 
political goals.

He urged the govern-
ment to take the matter 
seriously after a Minis-
ter claimed that 48 peo-
ple have been "honey 
trapped".

“The situation is grim 
when a minister makes 
such a statement. We will 
conclude that the govern-
ment is involved if it did 
not take action and give a 
proper reply on it,” Kumar 
said.

He also accused the 
Congress government of 
running a "honey-trap 
factory", and demanded 
action from the Home de-
partment.

BJP legislator Mu-
nirathna alleged that he 
has been wrongly framed 
in a rape case and de-
manded that it be handed 
over to the CBI.

Earlier in the day, 
Minister Satish Jarkiho-
li claimed that two un-
successful "honey trap" 
attempts were made on 
a senior minister in the 
state and called for a po-
lice investigation into the 
matter.

"... there were two at-
tempts (on a minister), 
but they weren't success-
ful. This is not the first 
honey trap incident in 
Karnataka," Jarkiholi told 
reporters in response to a 
question.
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