
xxx xxx xxx 

GOA, FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2025 7voice of india
VP and RS Chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankhar with 
Leader of Opposition in RS 
Mallikarjun Kharge during 
a meeting at Parliament 
House, in New Delhi
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IMAGE** In this image 
released by @FinMinIndia 
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Union Minister for Finance 
and Corporate Affairs 
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IMAGE** In this 
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X on March 20, 2025, 
President Droupadi 

Bastar: A tribal artist 
poses for a photo 
before his performance 
during the 'Bastar 
Pandum 2025', a festival 
organised to showcase 

alloverindia

Miss World 2024 Krystyna Pyszkova at a pre-event of the 
72nd Miss World pageant, in Hyderabad, on Thursday. 
The Miss World pageant, this year, will be hosted by the 
Telangana Government

PTI

Team Herald

PANJIM: Aakash Edu-
cational Services Limit-
ed (AESL), as part of the 
Aakash 2.0 strategic plan, 
is scaling up its digital in-
tervention by bringing out 
a new and unique digital 
offering. All Aakash prod-
ucts have been merged in 
the digital space under one 
roof — a transformative 
online learning, AI-pow-
ered, interactive platform 
that delivers high-quality, 
affordable and results-driv-
en coaching for NEET, JEE, 
and Olympiads. 

A beta version of Aakash 
Digital 2.0 was launched a 
year ago and has delivered 

impressive results. Students 
in remote corners of the 
country have taken advan-
tage of Aakash Digital’s new 
offerings and performed 
well in NEET and JEE. 

Deepak Mehrotra, MD 
& CEO, Aakash Educa-
tional Services Limited, 
said, “Aakash Digital is 
paving the way for a new 
era in test prep by mak-
ing high-quality education 
accessible, engaging, and 
outcome-driven. Students 
across the country can now 
experience India’s most 
trusted coaching from an-
ywhere in the world with 
best-in-class faculty, ad-
vanced learning tools, and 
personalised mentorship.”

Aakash forays into 
online teaching space

Team Aakash at the launch of their digital initiative

PTI, CHANDIGARH: A day 
after Punjab Police de-
tained protesting farmers 
and demolished their tem-
porary structures, traffic 
resumed on the Shamb-
hu-Ambala Highway on 
Thursday after more than 
a year, and Khanauri bor-
der point is also set to 
open, with Haryana Police 
removing roadblocks on 
their side of the road.

The road clearance ex-
ercise continued even as 
angry farmers held pro-
tests at several places in 
Punjab including Moga, 
Tarn Taran, Muktsar and 
Faridkot against the last 
evening crackdown on the 
protesters. 

A group of farmers, in-
cluding women, entered 
into a scuffle with police 
personnel in Moga while 
on their way to hold a pro-
test outside the deputy 
commissioner's office. 

Meanwhile, in a state-
ment issued in Delhi, the 
Aam Aadmi Party reaf-
firmed its support to farm-
ers but emphasised the 
urgent need to reopen key 
roads to protect Punjab's 
economy.

The protesting farm-
ers lashed out at the AAP 
government for detaining 
their leaders and remov-
ing protesters from the 
Shambhu and Khanauri 
border points, where they 
had been camping since 
Feb 13 last year after their 
march to Delhi was thwart-
ed by security personnel.

As the protests got 
stretched, farmers built 
temporary structures on 
the highway to accommo-
date protesters and sus-

tain their agitation. 
Haryana Police had forti-

fied the border points with 
cement blocks, iron nails 
and barbed wire to scuttle 
any attempt by the farm-
ers from Punjab to move 
towards the national capi-
tal. Thus, the traffic on the 
Shambhu-Ambala and San-
grur-Jind roads remained 
closed for over a year.

On Thursday, security 
personnel from Haryana 
removed the cement bar-
ricades on their side of 

Shambhu-Ambala High-
way, opening the road for 
traffic, while barricading 
on the road at the Khanau-
ri border point is still be-
ing removed. 

Earlier in the day, Pun-
jab Police resumed its op-
eration to dismantle the 
remaining part of the tem-
porary structures on the 
Punjab side of the Shamb-
hu and the Khanauri points 
to clear the roads. Police 
took trolleys to an open 
ground so farmers could 

With farmers evicted, traffic at 
Shambhu border resumes
Khanauri border point also set to open; angry farmers protest

later take them by showing 
their identity proofs.

Meanwhile, farmers 
claimed that those detained 
have started a hunger strike 
in protest against the police 
action. The Samyukta Kisan 
Morcha (Non-Political) and 
the Kisan Mazdoor Mor-
cha – the two organisations 
spearheading the protests 
– have announced to hold 
dharnas outside the offices 
of deputy commissioners in 
protest against the Punjab 
Police crackdown.

A backhoe loader being used to dismantle temporary structures set up by agitating farmers 
during an eviction drive by the Punjab Police to remove them from the Shambhu border, in 
Patiala district, on Wednesday night

PTI, BIJAPUR/KANKER: 
In a fresh offensive against 
Naxals, security forces 
killed at least 30 members 
of the banned CPI (Maoist) 
in two separate encounters 
in Chhattisgarh's Bastar re-
gion on Thursday, officials 
said.

While 26 Naxalites were 
killed in Bijapur district, 
four Maoists were gunned 
down in Kanker by a joint 
team of the BSF and District 
Reserve Guard (DRG) per-
sonnel of the state police.

A police jawan was also 
killed in the encounter in 
Bijapur, the officials said.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah said the secu-
rity forces have achieved 
another big success in their 
march to make the country 
Naxal-free with the two en-
counters.

"The Modi government 
is moving forward with a 
ruthless approach against 
Naxalites and is adopting 
a zero tolerance policy 
against those Naxalites 
who are not surrendering 
despite all the facilities be-
ing offered to them, ranging 

from surrender to inclu-
sion. The country is going 
to be Naxal-free by March 
31 next year," Shah wrote 
on 'X' in Hindi.

An official said a gunfight 
broke out around 7 am in 
a forest along the border 
of Bijapur and Dantewada 
districts when a joint team 
of security personnel was 
out on an anti-Naxalite op-
eration in Gangaloor police 
station area in Bijapur.

The bodies of 26 Naxal-
ites besides firearms and 
explosives were recovered 
from the spot, Inspector 
General of Police, Bastar 
Range Sundarraj P told PTI.

A jawan of the DRG unit 
was also killed in the gun-
fight, he said.

Another encounter took 
place in the morning in a 
forest along the border of 
Kanker and Narayanpur dis-
tricts when a joint team of 
the DRG and Border Security 
Force (BSF) was out on an 
anti-Naxal operation, Kank-
er Superintendent of Police 
Indira Kalyan Elesela said.

The bodies of four Naxal-
ites and automatic weap-
ons were recovered follow-
ing the action, he said.

Search operations were 
underway at both the en-
counter sites, police said.

Chhattisgarh: 30 Naxalites, 
cop killed in 2 encounters  

Security personnel after an encounter with Naxalites in Bijapur 
district, Chhattisgarh, on Thursday

PTI, NEW DELHI: Nearly 
Rs 258 crore was incurred 
on 38 foreign visits of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi between May 2022 
and December 2024, ac-
cording to data shared by 
the government.

Of these vis-
its, the cost-
liest one was 
the visit of the 
prime minis-

ter to the US in June 2023, 
which incurred over Rs 22 
crore.

Minister of State for 
External Affairs Pabitra 
Margherita shared the vis-
it-wise data in his written 
response to a query in Ra-
jya Sabha on Thursday.

LoO in the Upper House 
Mallikarjun Kharge asked 
the government the total 
expenditure incurred by 
Indian embassies on ar-
rangements for the prime 
minister's foreign visits in 
the past three years.

He also asked for vis-
it-wise details of expenses 
under major heads such as 
hotel arrangements, com-
munity receptions, trans-
port arrangements and 
other miscellaneous ex-
penditures among others.

The data on "coun-
try-wise expenditure on 
foreign visits by the Prime 
Minister, including the 
expenditure on official, 
accompanying, security 
and media delegations, in 
2022, 2023 and 2024" was 
shared in a tabulated form 
in his response.

According to the data, 
an expenditure of Rs 
22,89,68,509 was in-
curred on the visit of the 
prime minister to the US 
in June 2023, while the ex-
penditure incurred was Rs 
15,33,76,348 on the Sep-
tember 2024 visit to the 
same country.

The tabulated data per-
tained to 38 visits, from 

May 2022 visit to Germany 
to Kuwait visit in Decem-
ber 2024.

According to the data 
related to the PM's Japan 
visit in May 2023, the ex-
penditure incurred was 
Rs 17,19,33,356 while the 
same was Rs 80,01,483 on 
the Nepal visit in May 2022.

In 2022, foreign coun-
tries visited by the PM, 
also included Denmark, 
France, the UAE, Uzbeki-
stan and Indonesia.

In 2023, Australia, 
Egypt, South Africa and 
Greece were among other 
foreign countries visited 
by the PM.

In 2024, the foreign 
countries visited by the 
PM also included Po-
land (which incurred Rs 
10,10,18,686), Ukraine 
(Rs 2,52,01,169), Russia 
(Rs 5,34,71,726), Italy (Rs 
14,36,55,289), Brazil (Rs 
5,51,86,592) and Guyana 
(Rs 5,45,91,495).

Rs 258 cr spent on PM’s 38 foreign 
visits between May ’22-Dec ’24

GOVT 
DATA

Situation in 
Manipur’s 

Churachandpur 
still tense

PTI, IMPHAL/ CHURA-
CHANDPUR: Vehicles 
stayed off the roads, 
school and office attend-
ance was thin and security 
forces patrolled Manipur's 
curfew-bound Churachan-
dpur district on Thursday, 
two days after clashes be-
tween the Hmar and Zomi 
communities that claimed 
a life and left several in-
jured, police said.

Security personnel con-
ducted flag marches on  
Wednesday night. At least 
one person, 51-year-old 
Lalropui Pakhuangte from 
the Hmar community, was 
killed in Tuesday’s clashes.

He suffered bullet inju-
ries and was taken to Siel-
mat Christian Hospital in 
Churachandpur, where he 
was declared dead.

The clashes started after 
Hmar Inpui general sec-
retary Richard Hmar was 
attacked by some Zomi 
people on Sunday.

RS adjourned 
over DMK MPs 

wearing T-shirts
PTI, NEW DELHI: Rajya 
Sabha failed to transact 
any significant busi-
ness on Thursday and 
was adjourned for the 
day after witnessing 
three adjournments 
over a row on some 
DMK members wearing 
T-shirts with slogans 
written on them.

This is the first day 
during the second part of 
the Budget Session when 
the House was adjourned 
without transacting any 
business except for the 
laying of papers.

Soon after the House 
met in the morning, 
Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar allowed the 
laying of papers and 
some reports of the 
parliamentary standing 
committees, after which 
he adjourned the House 
for about an hour.

He said he wanted to 
meet leaders of politi-
cal parties over what he 
witnessed in the House. 
Without sharing details 
of what he witnessed, 
Dhankhar adjourned the 
proceedings till noon.

Assam: Class 11, nine papers leaked;  
exams cancelled
GUWAHATI/BARPETA: The Class 11 Mathematics paper 
of the Assam state board and Class 9 English paper of 
Barpeta district were leaked, forcing the authorities to 
cancel the respective examinations on Thursday and 
lodge police complaints, officials said. Education Minister 
Ranoj Pegu in a post on X shared a notification of Assam 
State School Education Board (ASSEB), which postponed 
the Mathematics examination. "The Higher Secondary 
First Year Mathematics exam, scheduled for March 21, 
2025 (Afternoon Session), has been postponed due to 
unavoidable reasons," he added. 

Delhi: Woman strangled to death, dumped in 
Najafgarh drain; two held
NEW DELHI: Two men have been arrested in connection 
with the murder of a woman who was strangled and 
dumped in the Najafgarh drain in Dwarka, police said on 
Thursday. The accused have been identified as Zubair 
(27) and Asif (26), with the latter having a 12-year-old 
acquaintance with the victim, Komal (22), they said. Asif 
and Komal were both residents of Sunder Nagri. Police said 
on March 12, Asif, a cab driver, picked up Komal in his cab 
from Seemapuri. They argued after he accused her of being 
in a relationship with another person.  As the argument 
escalated, he strangled her to death inside the car. 
Subsequently, he engaged Zubair in disposing of the body. 
The two tied a rock to the body and threw it in the drain. 

Bihar: Union minister’s nephew killed in 
gunfight with brother over drawing tap water
BHAGALPUR (BIHAR): A dispute over drawing tap water 
snowballed into a full-blown gun-battle in a Bihar village 
on Thursday, leaving Union minister Nityananda Rai's 
nephew dead and two others – the deceased's mother 
and brother – seriously injured, police said. The incident 
took place at Jagatpur village in Naugachia police district 
adjoining Bhagalpur, where brother duo Vishwajit and Jayjit 
Yadav picked up a quarrel over drawing water from a tap, 
Naugachia Superintendent of Police Prerna Kumar said. 
"As the brothers clashed, their mother tried to intervene. 
Vishwajit was shot at and died on the spot while his brother 
and mother were taken to a hospital. Further investigations 
are underway," she said.


