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CULTURAL TRAVEL: EXPLORING INDIA’S 
LESSER-KNOWN HERITAGE SITES

CELEBRATING THE LEGACY OF 
MSGR HERCULANO GONSALVES

SWIPE RIGHT
Priyanka Chopra expresses 

pride in husband Nick Jonas

Priyanka Chopra is her husband Nick Jonas’ biggest 
cheerleader. She never fails to showcase her affection 

for him or her support for his work on social media. This 
time was no different as she enjoyed the first preview of 
Nick’s Broadway musical, ‘The Last Five Years’. Priyanka 
expressed her pride in him.  Priyanka Chopra took to her 
Instagram Stories and reshared a post about her husband 
Nick Jonas' musical, ‘The Last Five Years’. She exclaimed, 
“So proud of you @nickjonas performances start tonight!! @
adriennelwarren @yesimwhitneywhite @thelastfiveyears.”

Eva Longoria gets fired up in red body-con dress with 
scoop neckline for ‘Good Morning America’ appearance

Kate Winslet is hard at 
work on her upcoming 

directorial debut movie 
and she has a talented 
cast set for the project.  
The Oscar-winning 
actress is starring in and 
directing the upcoming 
family drama, ‘Goodbye 
June’ for Netflix. She was 
spotted on the set of the 
film in London, England. 

Also spotted on set were co-stars Toni Collette, Andrea 
Riseborough, and Timothy Spall. Kate’s son Joe Anders 
wrote the movie, which is “a present day, fictional drama, 
set in England. A touching, yet humorous story which sees 
a fractured group of siblings pull together under sudden 
and trying circumstances.”

Kate Winslet spotted filming 
her directorial debut

The Iftar gathering taking place 
outside the Jama Masjid in Panjim 
these days has an interesting cross-

cultural footnote that many visitors are 
likely to miss.

While most of the stall-owners are 

local Goans, the 
chefs who rustle 
up the sizzling 
kebabs, colourful 
drinks, soft baida 
rotis and other 

mouth-watering 
morsels on offer are 

actually a group that 
has travelled here from 
Mumbai to set up this 
street-side feast every 
evening. Rehan Sheikh, 
owner of a stall, said, 
“We have a team of chefs 

from Mumbai who cook 
exclusively for Iftar.”

People were seen offering 
namaz with devotion and then 

breaking their fast around 6.30 pm. 
The scene was vibrant with different kinds 

of food, and their savoury scent filled the 
air. There were four stalls offering a 
variety of delicious food 
and beverage 
options 
such as 
chicken rolls, 
chicken baida rotis, 

haleem, chicken tikkas, samosas, seekh 
kebabs, and desserts like tender coconut 
pudding, kheer and more. There were  
also two stalls selling religious accessories 
and books.

Sheikh Hussain, a vendor who has set 
up a stall, said, “The footfall for 
this year’s Iftar celebrations is 
comparatively low, since it is 
coinciding with Lent. People 
from different communities 
come here every year, but 
Lent seems to have kept 
a section of visitors 
away.”

Another 
local vendor, 
Mohammed 
Akhtar stated 
that sales are 
usually high on 

the initial 

and final 10 days of Ramadan. Beverage 
vendors are expecting an average 
income of Rs 50,000 by month-end.

The bonhomie at the spot is also 
drawing in influencers who are 
looking to capture the sights and 
sounds of an Iftar feast. Mayola, 
a food blogger, said, “Although 
I’m a Goan, it’s my first time 
here. I’ve tried more than five 
different non-vegetarian dishes. 

The Iftar here is amazing, with 
cleanliness and hygiene 

being top-notch.”
On the 
contrary, there 

are people 
who  

expected a lot 
more and seemed 

disappointed by this 
year’s Iftar food.
 An inter-religious Goan 

couple, Amir and Melitta, said, 
“This year’s Iftar items did not 
meet our expectations and in 

fact, the stuff was  better  
in the previous 

years.”

TURN THE BEAT UP:

Students are creating a space for 
themselves as deejays at various  
events across Goa. With the right 
setup, these deejays are ready to  

belt out the best mixes

Goan DJs make a 
mark at college events

TERAN FERNANDES
Originally from Raia, Teran Fernandes is a 
second year student of Computer Engineering 
at Don Bosco College Of Engineering, Fatorda, 
who was inspired at the age of 10 by Dutch 
DJ and record producer Martin Garrix. “I love 
playing with beats mixing songs especially 
commercial, Bollywood and Afro house genres 
of music,” says Teran, who immediately reads 
the crowd and plays the songs accordingly. 

His success can be measured by his 

performances at various events and venues 
across Goa. He has played at private parties, 
campus shows at Chowgule College, Margao, 
Don Bosco College of Engineering, Fatorda, 
GEC College, Farmagudi at Happenings 
and at Rosary College, Navelim. He has also 
performed at resorts in South Goas as well 
as for Sao Joao Show for Un Production, 
Halloween party for Breakin a Sweat along 
DJ Skeletron and Christmas Gala 2024 for a 

Breakin a Sweat event.

KEEGAN BARRETO 
21-year old from Fatorda, Keegan Barreto 
was playing musical instruments like the 
violin, piano, guitar, harmonica, mandolin, 
ukulele, drums by the age of 8, and started 
producing his own music by the age of 12. 
Currently studying Electronics and Computers 
Engineering at Padre Conceicao College of 
Engineering (PCCE), Verna, Keegan absolutely loves 
how he can express so much using music. “What 
still attracts me to music is how it can make me 
feel better and cheer me up even on a chaotic day,” 
expresses Keegan. 
He got the chance to compete in 
inter-college competitions, which 
he won, and even got the chance 
to perform at a club in Panjim. 
“I've headlined at 
PCCE’s cultural 
event ‘Mithya’, a 
launch event for a 
vehicle, birthday 
parties and 
corporate gigs. But 
the most recent 
and my biggest 
gig was headlining 
for Don Bosco 
Engineering 
College's cultural 
event, ‘Procyon’ 
last month,” 
informs 
Keegan.

SLAVIO SIMOES DIAS  
(DJ Slavio)
Slavio Dias is a first year student of Arts at Parvatibai 
Chowgule College of Arts & Science, Gogol, 
Margao. Originally from Fatorda, Slavio's journey 
into music started at a young age, surrounded by 
the sounds of his parents' sound system business. 
Inspired by renowned artists like Avicii and Skrillex, 
dreaming of one day seeing millions dance to his 
music. "For me, it is never about ending up on 
TV but to watch millions of people dancing 
to my music," Slavio shared.

He honed his skills at a deejay academy 
and began performing at various parties 
and events across Goa. He has played 
at a wide range of events, from 

birthdays and weddings, New Year's Eve, 
Carnival, and sports and college events 
at Chowgule College as well as Rosary 
College, Navelim. With the guidance 
of DJ Steve, he built his confidence to 
perform in front of a crowd. Slavio says, 
“My goal is not just to go up on stage 
and play random music, it is to create an 
amazing environment with music and 

make sure everyone enjoys it and 
gets satisfied.”

ROHIT WAGHELA (Edummy)

A student of music production at 
Future school of Performing Arts 
in partnership with Chowgule 
College, Margao, Rohit Waghela 
is a music producer, composer 
and deejay. He is a final year 
student in the three year course. 
He has performed at college 
festivals including Chowgule 
College’s Tathastu and the Culture 
Fest at The Design Village in 
Noida besides private shows. 
However, the feather in his cap 
was winning the 50 Hour Music 
Challenge by creating the gold 

track of the year in hip hop at Mumbai organised by 
Indian Film Project with the song, ‘Aaj Ek Din’. He 
teamed up with five Goan artistes which formed the 
group called Killoshi Clan.

From Ambaji, Fatorda, Rohit aspired to be an 
astronaut as a child but as a teenager once he met 
DVBBS, a Canadian production duo, things changed 
drastically. “After watching them deejay, I instantly 
had this fire ignited in me, I knew what I wanted to 
do. Couple of months later I got know more about 
this young producer called Martin Garrix and how 
he's traveling around the world doing gigs, that 
inspired me to be a producer. I also want to do the 
same for other youngsters, inspire them through my 
music,” says Rohit, who still feels like an astronaut in 
his deejay booth floating in space amongst tiny and 
bright lights similar to stars.

Elsa Angel Rose
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SCOTT JOHN BRAGANCA (DJ Scott)
Merces-based Scott John Braganza is a first year 
Mass Communication and Journalism student at 
Don Bosco College, Panjim. He made his debut 
at a New Year Bash at Calangute in 2023. He has 
played for the biggest college fests including 
‘K-oss’ by Dempo College, Bambolim, ‘Creations’ 
by Dhempe College, Panjim, ‘Happenings’ by 
Goa Engineering College (GEC), Farmagudi and 
‘Aarambh’ by Government College, Khandola.  
He also opened for the famous artistes like Lost 
Stories and Shameless Mani. 

The official deejay for Goanbyblood band, 
he also does line production for Konkani rapper 
Bongisio. “I play drums to keep practicing timing 
as it helps me in my deejaying career. Creating 
an impact on the crowd is the best part of 
deejaying. I get satisfied looking at people dance 
to what and how I play,” says Scott.
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