
xxx xxx xxx 

GOA, THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2025 7voice of india
Charred remains of a 
tempo traveller that caught 
fire while it was ferrying 
some employees of a 
company to their office, at 
Hinjewadi, near Pune

DMK MPs stage a 
protest over the 
issue of delimitation 
of parliamentary 
constituencies during 
the Budget session of 
Parliament, in New Delhi

Former CEO of Microsoft 
Bill Gates speaks at a 
session during the 'Future 
Forward' event, hosted by 
Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII), in New Delhi

Young women use their 
scarves to protect their 
faces from the scorching 
sun during summer 
season, in Prayagraj
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A parakeet perches on a sunflower plant on a spring 
morning, in Nadia, West Bengal

Chhattisgarh: Explosives recovered from 
Maoist hideout in Sukma
SUKMA: A cache of explosives and a Barrel Grenade 
Launcher (BGL) were recovered from a Maoist hideout in 
Chhattisgarh's Sukma district, police said on Wednesday.
The recovery was made from a forested hill near 
Danteshpuram village under Bhejji police station limits on 
Tuesday when a joint team of the police's District Reserve 
Guard (DRG) and District Force was out on an anti-Naxal 
operation, a senior official said. The operation had been 
launched based on inputs about the presence of Naxalites 
in the area, he said. The seized items included 55 gelatin 
sticks, a BGL and 19 live rounds of .12 bore rifle, the police 
official said, adding that the security personnel returned 
to their base on Wednesday.  Naxalites had amassed the 
explosives to target security forces during patrolling in the 
area but their plans were foiled with this action, he said. 

Proclaimed offender nabbed in Delhi  
in Rs 1 crore govt job scam
NEW DELHI: A proclaimed offender has been arrested for 
his alleged involvement in a large-scale railway job scam, 
the Delhi Police said on Wednesday. The accused, Ranjan 
Paswan, was arrested from Tilak Bridge Railway Station. 
He has allegedly duped several people of over Rs 1 crore 
on the pretext of providing jobs in the Indian Railways, 
they said. "Paswan, a resident of Mayur Vihar, had been 
absconding since the court declared him a proclaimed 
offender on January 14,” Deputy Commissioner of Police 
(Crime) Apoorva Gupta in a statement said. He was wanted 
in multiple cases of cheating and FIRs were lodged against 
him at several police stations, including Sunlight Colony 
and Pandav Nagar, she said. 

Woman, her lover kill husband, set body  
ablaze in Rajasthan
JAIPUR: A vegetable vendor was allegedly murdered 
by his wife and her lover in Muhana area here, police 
said on Wednesday. The accused, Gopali Devi (42) and 
Deendayal (30), were arrested on Tuesday, they said. On 
March 16, Dhannalal Saini was found dead in Muhana 
area, DCP (South) Digant Anand said, adding that his wife 
Gopali Devi was soon detained and during interrogation, 
she confessed to killing Saini with the help of her lover 
Deendayal. "When Saini came to know about his wife's 
affair, he went to Deendayal's shop on March 15 where 
Gopali works. After an altercation, Gopali and Deendayal 
hit Dhannalal, leaving him dead on the spot," he said.
Later, they dumped the body in a sack and set it ablaze. 
Next morning, the body was recovered. 

Teenager held for molesting three-year-old  
girl in UP‘s Ballia
BALLIA (UP): A 14-year-old boy has been taken into 
custody after being accused of molesting a three-year-
old girl in the Kotwali police station area on Wednesday, 
police said. The police have registered a case against 
the boy following a complaint by the girl's mother. 
The accused boy is a neighbour of the victim. Station 
House Officer (SHO) of the Kotwali police station, 
Yogendra Bahadur Singh, said, "The incident occurred 
on Wednesday afternoon when the boy allegedly lured 
the young girl to a nearby room and sexually molested 
her by touching her private parts." Further investigation is 
underway, he said. 

Drug smuggler carrying Rs 30,000 cash  
reward arrested in Barmer
JODHPUR: A drug smuggler carrying a cash reward of Rs 
30,000 was arrested in Barmer district on Tuesday, police 
said. The accused, Jagdish, was caught by Cycloner Team, 
a special unit of Rajasthan Police's Jodhpur Range, from 
Dhorimana village under operation 'Vishvavyanjan', IG 
Jodhpur Vikas Kumar said on Wednesday. Jagdish, who is 
about 40 years old, had an on-again, off-again connection 
with the criminal world. He started smuggling drugs in his 
vehicles, and a case was registered against him in 2012. 
He was arrested and released from jail in 2018. The same 
year, he decided to quit smuggling after his nephew died 
due to drugs, said the police official. Jagdish then started 
a small business and motivated youths to stay away from 
drugs. However, he could not stay away longer from the 
illicit drug trade and started smuggling again. In 2021, he 
moved to Andhra Pradesh and then to Tamil Nadu.

Ragpicker by day, burglar by night: Delhi  
Police arrests 22-year-old thief
NEW DELHI: A ragpicker by day and a burglar by night, 
a 22-year-old man has been arrested for breaking into 
unguarded commercial offices overnight and selling 
stolen items in east Delhi's grey market, Delhi Police said 
on Wednesday. The accused, identified as Akbar alias 
Haddi, has been involved in crime since his juvenile years, 
he said. Upon inspecting the premises, he noticed that the 
sliding window latch was unsecured, suggesting forced 
entry. A case was registered and further investigation was 
taken up. CCTV footage, field inquiries and coordination 
with informers helped confirm Haddi's location, following 
which he was apprehended. Ten stolen laptops were 
recovered from his possession, the police officer added.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
three languages to be 
learned by school-going 
children under the Nation-
al Education Policy (NEP) 
will be chosen by states, 
regions and students and 
no language will be im-
posed on any state, Union 
Minister of State for Edu-
cation Sukanta Majumdar 
informed Parliament on 
Wednesday.

The three-language 
formula recommended 
by the NEP has been at 
the centre of controversy 
with Tamil Nadu refusing 
to implement it alleging 
imposition of Hindi by the 
Centre.

The Centre has, howev-
er, refuted Tamil Nadu's 
charge.

In response to a written 
question in Rajya Sabha, 
Majumdar said the three 
languages to be learned 
by children will be the 
choices of states, regions 
and of course the students 

themselves, so long as at 
least two of the three lan-
guages are native to India.

“There will be a greater 
flexibility in the three-lan-
guage formula, and no 
language will be imposed 
on any state,” he said.

“The NEP 2020 pro-
vides that the three-lan-
guage formula will con-
tinue to be implemented 
while keeping in mind the 
Constitutional provisions, 
aspirations of the people, 
regions and the Union 
and the need to promote 
multilingualism as well as 
promote national unity,” 
Majumdar added.

The minister noted 
that the policy also pro-
vides for making available 
high-quality textbooks 
in the home language or 
mother tongue and en-
couraging teachers to 
use a bilingual approach 
while teaching.

“In order to achieve this 
objective, the government 

No language imposition under 
NEP’s 3-language formula: 

Minister of State in Rajya Sabha
is integrating multilin-
gualism at school and 
higher education lev-
els by providing read-
ing materials in Indian 
languages so that stu-
dents have the choice 
to study in their moth-
er tongue or local lan-
guage,” he said.

PTI, NAGPUR/BENGALU-
RU/MUMBAI:  Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis on Wednesday 
said attackers of police dur-
ing Nagpur violence will be 
"dug out from their graves", 
even as the RSS condemned 
the violence and described 
the 17th-century Mughal 
emperor Aurangzeb as "ir-
relevant".

Police arrested Fahim 
Khan, Minority Democrat-
ic Party candidate for Lok 
Sabha polls from Nagpur 
last year, for allegedly 
leading a protest outside 
a Nagpur police station on 
Monday after VHP work-
ers staged an agitation for 
the removal of Aurang-
zeb's tomb, which trig-
gered the violence.

Police also released a 
video of Khan, purported-
ly delivering an inflamma-
tory speech.

Police have so far arrest-
ed 54 people in connection 
with the Nagpur violence, 
Maharashtra minister of 
state for home Yogesh Kad-
am said, stressing that at-
tacks on police personnel 
will be dealt with strictly.

Opposition Shiv Sena 
(UBT) said the Centre 
should remove the pro-
tected monument tag of 
Aurangzeb's tomb, located 
in Chhatrapati Sambhajina-

gar district, to prevent riots 
and to cool down the heads 
of fanatics in the state.

Speaking in the state 
assembly following out-
rage over rioters alleg-
edly touching a woman 
constable inappropriately 

and trying to disrobe her 
during the violence, Fad-
navis said the mob hurled 
stones and petrol bombs, 
injuring 33 police person-
nel, including three DCP-
rank officers.

"Those who attacked 

police during the arson in 
Nagpur will be dug out from 
their graves. Attacks on 
police are unpardonable. 
They will get the strictest 
punishment. We won't 
spare them," Fadnavis said, 
while replying to a debate 
on the budgetary demands 
of the Home department 
headed by him.

Fadnavis, who hails 
from Nagpur, said the sit-
uation in the city is calm 
now. Nagpur is known for 
peace and communal har-
mony, he added.

"No riot occurred in the 
city after 1992. The vio-
lence was planned by some 
people. Only a replica of 
Aurangzeb's grave was 
burnt (during the VHP's 
protest). We have verified 
that no ayat (verses from 
the Quran) was burnt. But 
rumours were spread de-
liberately," he said.

RSS chief spokesperson 
Sunil Ambekar told re-
porters in Bengaluru that 
any form of violence is det-
rimental to the society's 
well-being. He described 
Aurangzeb as "irrelevant".

"Any type of violence 
is not good for the health 
of the society and I think 
police have taken cogni-
zance of it and so they will 
get into the details," Am-
bekar said.

Fadnavis says Nagpur is calm, vows to 
‘dig out attackers from their graves‘

As curfew continues, a large number of armed police 
personnel have been posted in sensitive areas

Police personnel deployed to maintain law and order after 
incidents of clashes following VHP-Bajrang Dal protest 
demanding removal of Aurangzeb's tomb, in Chitnis Park area 
in Nagpur

POLICE: SITUATION UNDER CONTROL  
AS CURFEW CONTINUES IN NAGPUR

PTI, NAGPUR: The law and order situation in Nagpur, 
which was rocked by violence on Monday night, is 
under control but a curfew continues in many sensitive 
areas of the city, a senior official said on Wednesday.
Police Commissioner Ravinder Kumar Singal said the 
situation will be reviewed in the afternoon. Another 
official said that more than 2,000 armed police 
personnel have been deployed in the sensitive areas. 
Similarly, the QRT (quick response team) and RCP (riot 
control police) are conducting patrolling led by a DCP-
rank officer, he said.

PTI, CHURACHAND-
PUR/IMPHAL: Hours 
after a fresh shutdown 
was imposed by a stu-
dent body in Manipur's 
curfew-bound Chura-
chandpur district fol-
lowing clashes between 
Hmar and Zomi people, a 
group of MLAs and tribal 
organisations separate-
ly appealed for peace on 
Wednesday.

Educational institu-
tions remained closed 
and most shops and 
markets downed shut-
ters throughout the day. 
Private vehicles also 
stayed off the roads, as 
tensions continued to 
grip the district.

Several persons were 
injured as fresh clashes 
broke out between peo-
ple belonging to Zomi 
and Hmar tribes late on 
Tuesday, just hours after 

a peace settlement was 
reached between the 
apex bodies of the two 
communities.

The fresh clashes 
erupted after a group of 
men tried to take down 
a flag of a Zomi militant 
outfit in the town. In re-
sponse to the develop-
ment, the Zomi Students' 
Federation imposed a 
shutdown in the district 
with immediate effect.

In a joint statement, 
at least 12 Kuki-Zomi 
and Hmar organisations 
based in Churachandpur 
district have called for 
peace among communi-
ties and agreed to form a 
joint peace committee to 
monitor the situation and 
prevent misunderstand-
ings in the future.

The organisations, 
including Kuki Inpi, 
Hmar Inpui and Zomi 

Fresh shutdown in curfew-
bound Churachandpur 

Council, pledged to 
work towards commu-
nal harmony and peace-
ful coexistence.

The statement con-
demned all forms of vi-
olence, hate speech, de-
struction of properties 
and acts of aggression.

PTI, MUMBAI:  Two 
Mumbai Police personnel 
were arrested for alleged-
ly accepting a Rs 20,000 
bribe for releasing a car 
impounded for the inves-
tigation in a road accident 
case, an ACB official said.

The main accused, As-
sistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) 
Sunil Desai, had allegedly 
demanded Rs 35,000 from 
the complainant who was 
booked in a road accident 
case and his car impounded.

After negotiations, Desai 
allegedly agreed to accept 
Rs 20,000, the official said.

He said the ACB stepped 
in after receiving a complaint 
against Desai. ACB officials 
arrested constable Shendge 
for accepting the bribe on 
Tuesday. Desai was also held.

The duo is attached to 
the MHB police station. 
They were booked under 
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. Further investi-
gations are underway, the 
official added.

Two Mumbai cops 
held for accepting 

Rs 20,000 bribe

MLAs, tribal bodies appeal for peace

PTI

PTI


