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AP, WASHINGTON:  Pres-
ident Donald Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin held a lengthy phone 
conversation on Tuesday 
as the White House pushes 
for Russia to sign off on its 
30-day ceasefire proposal 
aimed at ending the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.

The White House and 
Kremlin did not offer any 
immediate details about the 
substance of the conversa-
tion, but both confirmed 
that the call had ended.
Trump said before the call 
that he expected to discuss 
with Putin land and power 
plants that have been seized 
during the three-year war. 

Ukrainian officials last 
week agreed to the Amer-
ican proposal during talks 
in Saudi Arabia led by 
Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio. Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
however, remains scepti-
cal that Putin is ready for 
peace as Russian forces 
continue to pound Ukraine.

Trump, Putin 
discuss Ukraine 

peace plan

PTI, TAIPEI: An unusually 
large number of Chinese 
military ships, planes and 
drones entered airspace 
and waters surrounding 
Taiwan between Sunday 
and Monday, the self-gov-
erning island's Defence 
Ministry said.

China said the drills 
were a response to recent 
statements and actions by 
the United States and Tai-
wan. Beijing launches such 
missions on a daily basis, 
seeking to wear down 
Taiwanese defences and 
morale, although the vast 
majority of the island's 23 
million people reject its 
claim of sovereignty over 
Taiwan.

Taiwanese Defence Min-
ister Wellington Koo told 
legislators the drills were 
further evidence China 
was a troublemaker en-
dangering peace in the 
region.

The ministry on Tuesday 
published on social media 
images of Chinese drones 
and ships. It said 43 out 
of 59 entered Taiwan's air 
defence identification zone 
but that no confrontations 
were reported.

Taiwan monitored the 

situation and deployed air-
craft, navy ships and coast-
al anti-ship missile defenc-
es in response, the ministry 
said.

It's unclear what 
prompted the large Chi-
nese deployment. Daily 
figures often vary widely 
based on statements by the 
Taiwanese authorities or 
their US partners.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning 
said Monday that the drills 
were a resolute response 
to foreign connivance and 
support for Taiwan inde-
pendence, and a serious 
warning to Taiwan separa-
tist forces.

China's military actions 
are necessary, legal and 
justified measures to de-
fend national sovereignty, 
security and territorial in-
tegrity, Mao said.

The United States delet-
ed the literal expression 
that reflected the one-Chi-
na principle and that did 
not support Taiwan inde-
pendence on the website of 
the US Department of State, 
which indicates wrong sig-
nals to Taiwan separatist 
forces, Mao was quoted as 
saying.

China conducts military 
drills near Taiwan amid 
rising tensions with US

PTI, NEW YORK: The fam-
ily of missing 20-year-old 
Indian student Sudiksha 
Konanki has asked police in 
the Dominican Republic to 
declare her dead, accord-
ing to US media reports.

Konanki, a citizen of In-
dia and a permanent resi-
dent of the United States, 
was last seen on March 6 at 
the Riu Republic Resort in 
Punta Cana town.

She has gone missing 
while on vacation in the 
Dominican Republic and 
US federal law enforcement 
agencies are working with 
authorities in the Carib-
bean country in the probe 
into her disappearance.

Despite an extensive 
search, her body has not 

been found.
Dominican Republic Na-

tional Police spokesperson 
Diego Pesqueira said Ko-
nanki's family has sent the 
agency a letter requesting 
a declaration of death, NBC 
News reported on Tuesday.

The Konanki family did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment 
Monday night.

Meanwhile, authorities 
in the Dominican Republic 
have confiscated the pass-
port of the man who is the 
last person known to have 
been with Konanki, accord-
ing to a source close to the 
investigation, CNN News 
reported.

Dominican Republic At-
torney General Yeni Beren-

Parents seek death declaration for 
missing student Sudiksha Konanki

ice Reynoso interviewed 
Joshua Steven Riibe, over 
the weekend for more than 
six hours and the question-
ing is expected to continue 
with a local prosecutor, the 
source said.

Riibe is not considered a 
suspect in the case and has 
not been accused of wrong-
doing.

It's unclear why Riibe's 
passport was confiscated. 
Since Konanki went miss-
ing in the early hours of 
March 6, Riibe, a 22-year-
old from Rock Rapids, 
Iowa, and a senior at St. 
Cloud State University in 
Minnesota, has remained 
under police surveillance 
in the Dominican Repub-
lic. He has been taken to 
the police station for inter-
rogation multiple times, 
his parents said in a state-
ment.

The Konanki family sent 
a formal letter to authori-
ties Monday, acknowledg-
ing there is no suspected 
foul play involved in Ko-
nanki's presumed death 
after she vanished from a 
Punta Cana beach in the 
early hours of March 6, 
New York Post reported.

The father and mother 

also wrote they trust the 
authorities' probe into 
the case and noted Riibe, 
the last person to see the 
young woman alive, has 
cooperated with investiga-
tors, sources said.

Konanki's parents in the 
same letter said that they 
understand that certain 
legal procedures must be 
followed for their request, 
but that they are prepared 
to comply with any neces-
sary formalities or docu-
mentation, sources were 
quoted as saying by the 
ABC News.

Konanki, described by 
her father as an ambitious 
student who planned to 
study medicine, arrived in 
Punta Cana on March 3. She 
travelled with five other 
female students from the 
University of Pittsburgh, 
according to the Loudon 
County Sheriff's Office.

Riibe said he first met 
Konanki in the hotel when 
he and his friend intro-
duced themselves to her 
group. The two friend 
groups went together to 
the bar, where they drank 
until someone suggested 
we go to the beach, Riibe 
said in his interview.


