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Members of All Assam 
Students' Union (AASU) 
take part in a rally to 
create awareness against 
the use of drugs, in 
Guwahati

Chief of the Royal New 
Zealand Navy Rear 
Admiral Garin Golding 
inspects the Guard of 
Honour at the South 
Block, in New Delhi

US Director of National 
Intelligence Tulsi 
Gabbard addresses 
the gathering at the 
‘Raisina Dialogue 2025’, 
in New Delhi

School students celebrate 
with colours at the 
end of their last West 
Bengal Council of Higher 
Secondary Education 
(WBCHSE) exam, in Nadia, 
West Bengal

DEMANDING DIGINITY  MINIMUM WAGES

Members of Nav Karnataka Disabled Workers Association raise slogans during a protest demanding implementation of minimum 
wages at Freedom Park in Bengaluru, Karnataka

PTI, MEHSANA: Residents 
of NASA astronaut Sunita 
Williams' ancestral vil-
lage in Gujarat's Mehsana 
district are gearing up for 
Diwali-like festivities on 
Wednesday morning to 
celebrate her scheduled re-
turn to Earth after a nine-
month stay at the Interna-
tional Space Station.

Williams has been in the 
thoughts and prayers of the 
villagers, eagerly awaiting 
her safe return.

Jhulasan village, known 
as the ancestral home of 
Williams' father, Deepak 
Pandya, is alive with ex-
citement. Villagers have 

been praying for her safety, 
with many offering spe-
cial prayers and lighting 

an Akhand Jyot (eternal 
flame) at the local temple 
of Goddess Dola Mata.

According to Williams' 
cousin, Navin Pandya, 
a grand procession will 
be held in her honour, 
accompanied by prayer 
chanting and fireworks 
to create a festive atmos-
phere similar to Diwali 
and Holi.

The villagers are keen to 
invite her to her paternal 
village in future.

“We have organised 
a procession with Suni-
ta Williams' photograph 
and will perform a dhun 
(prayer chanting) at the 
temple. We had been offer-
ing prayers and lighting the 
Akhand Jyot for her safe 

return. This Jyot will be of-
fered to Goddess Dola Mata 
on Wednesday after her re-
turn to Earth,” said Pandya.

He said villagers are 
looking forward to inviting 
Williams to visit Jhulasan.

The villagers' excitement 
has only grown with the 
news of her third space 
mission.

“The atmosphere here 
is festive, with everyone 
eagerly anticipating her 
return. We will definitely 
invite her to visit Jhulasan 
in the future. It would be an 
honour to have her among 
us in her ancestral village,” 
he added.

Sunita Williams’ ancestral village plans fireworks 
and procession to welcome her return to Earth

Missing Manipur youth’s mother 
appeals for son’s safety

PTI, IMPHAL/CHURA-
CHANDPUR:  A day after 
curfew was imposed in Mani-
pur's Churachandpur district 
in view of clashes between 
Hmar and Zomi people, apex 
bodies of the two communi-
ties on Tuesday lifted shut-
downs they had clamped 
there, leading to normalisa-
tion of the situation.

During the day, families 
belonging to Hmar and 
Zomi communities settled 
their dispute by reaching 
a monetary settlement, of-
ficials said adding that the 
expenses of the victim's 
medical treatment will be 
borne by the other side.

General Secretary Rich-
ard Hmar of Hmar Inpui, 
one of the apex bodies of 
the tribe, was attacked by 
Zomi people on Sunday, 
leading to the violence and 
imposition of curfew the 
next day.

“Though the prohibito-
ry orders were not with-
drawn, Hmar Inpui and 

Zomi Council, the apex bod-
ies of the respective tribes, 
decided to work together 
and restore peace in the 
district, and the situation 
is normal now,” an official 
said on Tuesday evening.

No violence was reported 
in the district during the day.

According to the official, 

the animosity between the 
family of the assaulted man 
and those of the attackers 
ended following a mone-
tary settlement.

“The victim's family was 
given Rs 50,000 by the oth-
er side for holding a tradi-
tional and customary peace 
feast,” the official said.

TRIBAL BODIES LIFT SHUTDOWN IN  
CURFEW-BOUND CHURACHANDPUR 

PTI, IMPHAL: The mother of a Manipur youth who went 
missing two days ago made a fervent appeal to the 
authorities on Tuesday to ensure the safety of her son. 
She also took part in a demonstration in the state capital 
Imphal demanding that security forces immediately res-
cue the 20-year-old man who was allegedly kidnapped 
a day before. Holding the demonstration at Keisampat 
locality, the protestors also demanded that the lives 
of innocent civilians be saved. Luwangthem Mukesh 
has gone missing after he left home in a car on Sunday 
afternoon. The vehicle was last seen in Bishnupur district 
near Chinikon, close to the Kuki-majority Kangpokpi 
district. His last mobile tower location showed that he 
had been in Jouzangtek area in Noney district, where 
also the Kukis are in the majority.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Pakistan 
should vacate Indian terri-
tory under its "illegal" occu-
pation instead of "spreading 
lies", New Delhi said on Tues-
day hitting out at Islamabad 
for its reaction to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's re-
marks on Jammu and Kash-
mir during a podcast.

External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said the world 
knows that the real issue 
in Jammu and Kashmir is 
Pakistan's "active promo-
tion and sponsorship" of 
cross-border terrorism.

PM Modi during the 
podcast with Lex Frid-
man said "every attempt 
to foster peace with Paki-
stan was met with hostil-
ity and betrayal" and that 
he hoped that "wisdom 
would prevail on the lead-
ership in Islamabad to im-
prove bilateral ties". 

On Monday, Pakistan re-
jected the remarks as "mis-

leading and one-sided".
"We note that Pakistan 

has once again made some 
comments about the Indian 
Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir," Jaiswal said.

"The world knows that 
the real issue is Pakistan's 
active promotion and 
sponsorship of cross-bor-
der terrorism. In fact this 
is the biggest roadblock to 
peace and security in the 
region," he said. 

"Instead of spreading 
lies, Pakistan should vacate 
Indian territory under its 
illegal and forcible occupa-
tion," Jaiswal added.

India demands Pak vacate 
illegally occupied territory

Guj ATS busts 
drug racket, finds 

Mexican Cartel link
PTI,   AHMEDABAD: Gu-
jarat Anti Terrorist Squad 
(ATS) arrested two per-
sons for illegally exporting 
precursor chemicals for 
manufacturing fentanyl 
and other banned psycho-
tropic substances by air 
to drug mafias in Mexi-
co, Guatemala, and other 
countries, it said.

An investigation showed 
that the partners of cer-
tain chemical and pharma 
companies in Surat had 
illegally procured and ex-
ported precursors for the 
manufacturing of the con-
trolled psychotropic sub-
stance fentanyl, prohibited 
in many countries, the ATS 
said in a release.

The accused individuals 
used bogus end-user cer-
tificates and fake invoices, 
and misdeclared the ship-
ments to evade detection 
by the Customs Depart-
ments and international 

narcotics agencies while 
smuggling the chemicals 
via air cargo to companies 
in Mexico and Guatemala, 
it said.

These substances - 1 Boc 
4-piperidone (N-Boc-4-pip-
eridone) and 4-piperidone 
- have been placed on 
the Red List by the Unit-
ed Nations International 
Narcotics Control Board 
(INCB) and also listed 
under the International 
Special Surveillance List 
(ISSL) by India's Cen-
tral Bureau of Narcotics 
(CBN), the ATS said.

The ATS stated that 
Satishkumar Sutariya, the 
main partner of Athos Chem-
icals Pvt. Ltd, Agrat Chemicals 
& Pharmaceuticals, and S.R. 
Chemicals & Pharmaceuti-
cals in Surat, along with his 
partners and certain drug 
mafias from Mexico and Gua-
temala, conspired to smuggle 
contraband.

Hindu priests, teachers and students perform 'Havan' for 
the safe return of astronaut Sunita Williams, at a school, in 
Ahmedabad

External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said the world 
knows that the real 
issue in Jammu and 
Kashmir is Pakistan's 
active promotion and 
sponsorship of cross-
border terrorism

PTI, MUMBAI: Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis on Tuesday said 
the violence in Nagpur ap-
pears to be premeditated 
in which the mob targeted 
specific houses, and stated 
that “Chhaava” film reignited 
people's emotions against 
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb.

Speaking in the legisla-
tive assembly, Fadnavis said 
the Vicky Kaushal-starrer 
“Chhaava”, based on the life 
of Chhatrapati Sambhaji 
Maharaj, brought before 
the people the true history 
of the Maratha king.

Chhatrapati Sambha-
ji, son of Maratha empire 
founder Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj, was tortured and 
killed by Aurangzeb.

“After that (the movie), 
people's emotions have been 

reignited. The anger against 
Aurangzeb is being exhibited 
in a big way,” the CM said.

Fadnavis who holds the 
home portfolio, said 33 
police personnel, including 
three deputy commission-
ers of police, were injured 
in the violence, and one of 
the senior officials was at-

tacked with an axe.
Those who have attacked 

the police will not be 
spared, he said.

“The mob targeted spe-
cific houses and establish-
ments. It (the attack) ap-
pears to be premeditated,” 
Fadnavis said.

Echoing similar senti-

ments, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde said there 
was a conspiracy to target a 
specific community.

Giving the sequence of 
events, Fadnavis said that 
at 11.30 am on Monday, ac-
tivists of the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP) and Ba-
jrang Dal staged a protest 
in the Mahal area of Nagpur, 
demanding the removal of 
Aurangzeb's grave.

They also made a sym-
bolic grave with hay and set 
it on fire, he said.

A case was registered 
against the activists at the 
Ganesh Peth police station 
in the afternoon, and the 
section related to deliberate 
and malicious acts intended 
to outrage religious feelings 
was invoked against them, 
the CM added.

Nagpur violence seems premeditated; ‘Chhaava’ 
film reignited people's emotions: Fadnavis

 Heavy police bandobast in the Chitnis Park area where tension 
prevailed following VHP-Bajrang Dal protests demanding 
removal of Aurangzeb's tomb from Maharashtra, in Nagpur

PTI, LUCKNOW:  Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) president 
Akhilesh Yadav has ac-
cused the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) of endangering 
religious sites and foster-
ing communal tensions.

Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of an Iftar par-
ty in Lucknow on Monday 
night, he alleged that the 
BJP was creating conflicts 
around all religious plac-
es to divert attention from 
"real issues" such as law 
and order, unemployment, 
and economic distress.

"Slowly, not just 
mosques but all religious 
sites will be under threat 
due to the BJP's conduct. 
Even our Kedareswar 
Temple (in Etawah) has 
become a problem for 
them," Yadav claimed.

The former Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister 
asserted that the BJP had 
objections to temple con-
struction by others. "If we 
build a temple with sup-
port from our people, even 
that troubles the BJP."

On the controversy in Ma-
harashtra over Mughal ruler 
Aurangzeb's grave, Yadav 
urged the BJP to focus on 
historical figures who pro-
moted harmony rather than 
fostering divisions.

The SP leader also re-
minded the BJP of Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj's 
legacy. "The BJP should 
tell people about the his-
tory of his coronation."

"They are passing 
such laws in a state that 
was carved out of Uttar 
Pradesh," he said.

Akhilesh slams BJP over 
religious controversies, 

Aurangzeb row
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