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MAN BOOKED FOR SELLING ‘ILLEGAL’  
E-CIGARETTES AT ARAMBOL
PANJIM: Mandrem Police have booked a 31-year-old 
Abdul Azeez for allegedly selling illegal e-cigarettes at a 
shop near Mount Carmel Church, Arambol and seized 11 
e-cigarettes from him.
According to police, the seizure was made following a 
raid conducted at a shop styled as “MOBI PUFF” opposite 
Mount Carmel Church, Arambol, and it was found that the 
alleged accused resident of Korkhankar Wada, Arambol, 
and native of Kasaragod, Kerala, was selling e- cigarettes.
An FIR has been registered and the case is being investi-
gated by PSI Pratik Garudi.

DABOLIM ACCIDENT VICTIM  
SUCCUMBS TO INJURIES
VASCO:  A scooter rider from New Vaddem, Vasco, who 
sustained grievous injuries in an accident at Dabolim,  
died while undergoing treatment at Goa Medical College 
and Hospital, Bambolim.
According to the police, the deceased identified as 
Mahadev Madar along with pillion rider Mabusab Nadaf 
was proceeding from Dabolim Junction to Varunapuri 
on a scooter. When he reached near Dabolim Airport, he 
lost control of the vehicle and hit the road divider. Both 
sustained injuries and were rushed to GMC, but Madar 
succumbed to the injuries.
The post-mortem certified the cause of death due to 
“Head injury consequent to blunt force impact by surface 
and/or object. However, viscera is preserved for chemi-
cal analysis”. The body was handed over to the family for 
final rites. Vassco PSI Nikhil Dessai is conducting further 
investigation.

CAMURLIM RESIDENT ARRESTED FOR 
ALLEGEDLY MOLESTING A WOMAN
PANJIM: The Colvale Police have arrested Godwin 
Fernandes from Darbarwado, Camurlim, for allegedly 
outraging the modesty of a woman.
According to police, the accused allegedly took pho-
tographs of a woman and inappropriately touched her 
while she was spreading wheat outside her home.
An FIR has been registered and investigations are on, the 
police added.

PARKED MOTORCYCLE STOLEN IN MARGAO
MARGAO: Aniceto Luis, a resident of  Nuvem, lodged a 
complaint with Fatorda Police stating that an unknown  
person/s stole his motorcycle worth Rs 1 lakh, parked 
in an open space, opposite a hospital near the KTC bus 
stand. The police have visited the site and registered an 
offence under Section 303 (2) BNS 2023  .
ASI, Hiralal Gaude of Fatorda Police Station is conducting 
further investigation.

MAN FOUND DEAD IN LOUTOLIM
MARGAO: Maina-Curtorim Police found a decomposed 
body of a male in a locked room at Orgao-Loutolim.
The police said that on receiving information from  a 
resident, a team was sent  to the site.
The police said that when they visited the spot, they 
found the front door of the house was locked from inside. 
They managed to break open the door with the help of 
Verna Fire Brigade personnel. On entering the house,  
they found a male body lying on bed in a decomposed 
state. The police said the deceased was identified as M 
Vaz of  Orgao.
The police conducted  the panchanama and the body 
was referred for post-mortem examination at South Goa 
District Hospital, Margao. Maina-Curtorim PSI Praful Giri 
is  conducting further investigations.

LATERITE STONES 'EXTRACTED' FROM  
CORANGUINIM, SANGUEM: COMPLAINANT
MARGAO:  Shyam Sawant, a geologist from Directorate of 
Mines and Geology, lodged a complaint with Curchorem 
Police that prior to March 17, unknown  accused person 
illegally extracted and transported laterite stones from 
Coranguinim, Sanguem,  without obtaining any  permis-
sion from competent authority and thereby causing loss 
to the State Government to the tune of Rs 50,00,000 
approximately. 
The police registered an offence under Section 303 (2) 
BNS 2023  and Sec 4(1) and 4(1A) of the Mines and Miner-
als Development and Regulation Act 1957 r/w Rule 3 and 
38 of Goa Minor Mineral concession Rule 1985.
Curchorem PSI Prajyot Bakhale is conducting further 
investigation.

PATNA YOUTH SUCCUMBS WHILE  
UNDERGOING TREATMENT IN GMC 
MARGAO: Twenty-year-old Ankit Verma  from Patna 
expired while undergoing treatment in the Goa Medi-
cal College at Bambolim after consuming an unknown 
substance at Baina Beach.
According to the police sources, during inquiry it was 
revealed that the deceased was shifted to SDH Chicalim 
in an ambulance from Baina, as he complained of not 
feeling well he was shifted to GMC for further treatment. 
Ankit expired while undergoing treatment in the casualty 
ward. The body  has been preserved in the morgue for. 
PSI Stanley Gomes is investigation the case.

WOMAN  DIES BY SUICIDE AT AMONA
MARGAO: A 23-year-old woman  from Cotta-Amona, 
Quepem and native of  Uttar Pradesh died by suicide 
in rented room. The Quepem Police said they received 
phone call from PCR Panjim informing them that the 
woman died by suicide  and accordingly a police team 
was rushed to the spot .  The police conducted the 
Panchanama and the Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM) was 
informed about the incident since the woman died within 
seven years of marriage.
The body has been preserved at South Goa District Hos-
pital, Margao for medico legal formalities.
Autopsy certified the cause of death as “asphyxia as a re-
sult of hanging”. Quepem LPSI Rifha Barretto is conduct-
ing further investigation.
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PANJIM: The Goa govern-
ment is vying for one of 
the two Global Capability 
Centres (GCCs) announced 
by Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Piyush 
Goyal, informed Informa-
tion Technology Minister 
Rohan Khaunte.

“We are ambitiously 
working towards having 
one of these centres estab-
lished in Goa, creating an 
ecosystem that will attract 
major companies and fos-
ter the overall IT sector,” he 
said, speaking at Google for 
Developers (GDG)’s Build 
with AI conference in Pan-
jim on Tuesday.

In its Union Budget 
2025-26, The Government 
of India had announced 
the formulation of a na-
tional framework to guide 
States in promoting GCCs in 
emerging tier II cities. Inci-
dentally, GCCs are offshore 
units set up by multination-
al companies to handle op-
erations such as IT, finance, 
analytics, and R&D.

Khaunte emphasised 
the State’s ongoing dig-

ital transformation and 
the evolving role of AI in 
governance. The State gov-
ernment is now taking a 
significant step forward 
by making approximately 
241 services accessible via 
WhatsApp, ensuring great-
er convenience for citizens. 
He underscored the inte-
gration of AI-driven solu-
tions to address real-world 
challenges in governance.

The Minister said that as 

per analysis done by the 
government, nearly 72 per 
cent of the IT & ITES stu-
dents are employed.

Khaunte also informed 
that plans are afoot to amend 
the Startup Policy to give the 
benefits of the government 
funding to projects under-
taken by college students. 
The projects will be selected 
based on recommendation 
by colleges, he added.

Keynote speaker Sid-
dharth Prakash, Head 
of Product Strategy for 
Emerging Markets at Goog-
le Cloud, shared insights on 
AI’s global impact. 

He highlighted how AI-
based products are evolv-
ing rapidly.

Govt vying for Global Capability 
Centre in Goa: Minister
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PONDA: Alleging that il-
legal plots are being de-
veloped on the land at 
the industrial estate by 
felling trees and fencing 
the area,  the residents 
of Bethora have threat-
ened to approach court if  
the panchayat, mamlat-
dar, forest department and  
deputy collector fail to  
initiate action in this  
regard.  

Briefing mediapersons,  
Devendra Chari, Nyanesh-

ware Khandeparkar, Paresh 
Gaude, Dharmanand Cha-
ru and others accused the 
panchayat of failing to re-
spond to their complaint 
against the development of 
“illegal” plots.

The locals alleged that 
No Objection Certificate 
(NOC) was issued to the 
landowner for fencing, 
bush cutting for agricul-
ture purposes, but on the 
contrary, the land owner 
used it and started felling 
trees, developing plots 
and even made sale deeds. 

They said that this can be 
noted from the fact that 
earlier there were around 
13 names now after muta-
tion, 32 names have been 
added.

The locals also pointed 
out that a land owner even 
started construction of 
buildings by filling the nul-
lah, which they fear would 
cause flooding. 

When contacted the 
panchayat secretary said 
that the matter is sub ju-
dice and refused to give 
more details. 

Illegal plots being 
developed at ind estate, 

allege Bethora locals
Threaten to approach court if authorities  

fail to initiate action 
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VASCO: Portion of a roadside house 
at Chicalim collapsed after a State-
owned KTCL bus rammed into it on 
Tuesday. 

The accident occurred when the 
driver of the Vasco-Panjim bound 
bus tried to avoid colliding with a 
two-wheeler. There were only two 
passengers in the bus and luckily no 
one was injured.

The driver said that he was pro-
ceeding behind a school bus when 
suddenly a two-wheeler came in front 
of the bus. On seeing the rider, he ap-
plied brakes, but in the process, the 
bus veered to the side, and rammed 
into a roadside house. The driver said 
that he informed the KTCL officials 
and added that a formal accident re-
port would be filed with the police.

An occupant of the house said that 

she was talking on the phone with 
someone when she heard a loud sound. 

“When I rushed outside, I saw that a 
part of our house had collapsed as the 
KTC bus had rammed into it. Luckily, 
no one was injured,” she said.

The woman said that though the 
driver claimed that he was not at fault, 
buses should be driven cautiously 
near residential areas. She told the 
driver not to remove the ill-fated bus 
until her house was repaired.
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CALANGUTE: Australian 
deputy consul general in 
Mumbai Christian Jack re-
cently inaugurated ‘Walk-
ing Through A Songline,’ an 
immersive and digital art 
exhibition on the storytell-
ing traditions of Australia's 
First Nations’ people at the 
Museum of Goa (MOG) in 
Pilerne. 

The exhibition will be 
open for public viewing till 
April 4.

Presented by the Aus-
tralian Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
the National Museum of 
Australia and produced 
by the Melbourne-based 
Mosster Studio, the exhi-

bition uses digital craft to 
take a relook at Australia’s 
epic Seven Sisters Songline, 
an ancient tale of pursuit, 
survival of the continent’s 
First Nations’ people and 
cosmic connections. Inter-
preting the work of more 
than 100 artists, the exhi-
bition transports visitors 
into the heart of Australian 
First Nations’ storytelling, 
drawing unexpected paral-
lels with Goa’s own prehis-
toric art, like the Usgalimal 
petroglyphs in Quepem.

Highlighting the exhibi-
tion’s broader significance, 
Christian Jack said, “We 
are thrilled with the re-
sponse 'Walking Through 
A Songline' is receiving in 
Goa.”
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MARGAO: In yet another 
stray incident, a Russian 
tourist was chased and bit-
ten by a pack of six stray 
dogs while strolling on Be-
naulim Beach during the 
Holi weekend. 

The incident, which 
occurred in the evening, 
highlights the ongoing 
issue of stray dog en-
counters affecting inter-
national tourists along 
the coastline. Lifesavers 
promptly intervened, chas-
ing away the dogs and ad-
ministering first aid to the 
woman. She was subse-
quently taken by 108 medi-
cal emergency personnel to 
a hospital for further treat-
ment. This incident is part 
of a growing trend of stray 
dog attacks on South Goa 
beaches, which have raised 

concerns among locals and 
tourists alike. The beaches 
in Salcete in particular have 
emerged as a hotspot for 
such incidents, reporting a 
number of cases, with tour-
ists suffering from injuries. 
The lifesavers have also 
responded to such cases 
wherein there have been 
times when the local fish-

ermen or shack staff-
ers have rushed to the 
aid of the tourists. The 
issue has drawn atten-
tion from local authori-
ties, with Tourism Min-
ister Rohan Khaunte 
expressing concern 
over the stray dog men-

ace in public spaces. 
Tourism stakeholders 

have called for stricter 
measures to ensure visitor 
safety amidst concerns that 
the affected tourists may 
not visit Goa again, thereby 
creating a dent on Goa’s rep-
utation as a favourable tour-
ist destination. In Cavelos-
sim, for example, a log book 

has been maintained detail-
ing the accounts of tourists 
who have been bitten by 
stray dogs so far.

“While the safety of 
tourists and locals must 
remain a priority, it is 
equally important to ad-
dress the issue humanely. 
A balanced approach that 
ensures public safety while 
treating stray animals with 
compassion is the need of 
the hour. Goa’s authorities, 
tourism stakeholders, and 
the community must work 
together to find sustainable 
solutions before the situa-
tion escalates further,” said 
a concerned citizen from 
Benaulim.

Russian attacked by stray 
dogs on Benaulim Beach
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PANJIM: The streets of Pan-
jim came alive on Friday 
as residents and visitors 
enthusiastically celebrated 
Holi, the Festival of Colours, 
at Azad Maidan.

Revellers gathered in 
large numbers, joyfully ap-
plying gulal to one anoth-
er, exchanging greetings, 
and indulging in traditional 
sweets. Homes, streets, and 
public spaces were bathed 
in vibrant hues as partici-
pants splashed colours and 
celebrated the spirit of to-
getherness. 

Holi, which marks the ar-
rival of spring and the victo-
ry of good over evil, is deep-
ly symbolic. The festival's 
colourful traditions reflect 
the bounty of nature and 
the renewal that follows the 
end of winter. 

Adding to the festive 
spirit, the Gulalotsav event 
drew a sizable crowd, with 
prominent attendees in-
cluding Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) Goa unit Pres-
ident Damu Naik, Corpo-
ration of the City of Panaji 
(CCP) Mayor Rohit Monser-
rate, Rajya Sabha MP Sa-

danand Shet Tanavade, for-
mer Panjim MLA Sidharth 
Kuncalienker, and Utpal 
Parrikar. 

The Gulalotsav marked 
the beginning of the Shig-
motsav festivities, which 
will continue with a grand 
parade on March 22 and 
a five-day entertainment 
programme at Azad Maidan 
from March 19 to 23. 

The scheduled events 
include an orchestra per-
formance on March 19, a 
drama on March 20, and 
a devotional song pro-
gramme on March 21, en-
suring a blend of cultural 
and festive experiences for 
all participants.

Holi hai!
Panjim drenched in colour 

as Gulalotsav kicks off 
festive week

He's just fascinated by the 

actor, not the character

idharudhar
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Young members of  Sai Kala Sanskruti Mandal in Sainagar, Aldona, prepare to perform ‘Romot’ a 

traditional Goan folk dance and procession taken out during Shigmotsav.

Children of the village celebrate Holi, bringing joy and vibrancy 

into the quiet Sai Nagar in Aldona

PICS: ATISH NAIK AND JOSEPH FERNANDES

Revellers from various backgrounds - Goan locals, North Indian 

residents of the State, foreign and domestic tourists -  forget 

their differences as they dance and play Holi together during 

celebrations at Azad Maidan on Friday

MP slams tree 
felling for highway 

expansion at Nuvem
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MARGAO: Foreign tour-
ists visiting Goa’s popular 
beaches are increasing-
ly raising concerns about 
stray dog encounters, with 
several reports of bites and 
aggressive behaviour mar-
ring their holiday experi-
ences. From the southern 
shores of Cavelossim and 
Colva to northern hotspots 
like Anjuna and Vagator, 
tourists have reported un-
settling incidents that have 
disrupted their vacations.

"This is an issue that ur-
gently needs attention from 
the authorities," said Emma 
Thompson, a 45-year-old 
visitor from the UK. "Goa 
is such a beautiful desti-
nation, but the stray dog 
situation is affecting many 
tourists' experiences."

While victims have ex-
pressed gratitude to locals, 

shack operators, fishermen, 
lifeguards, and accommo-
dation staff for their swift 
assistance in arranging 
medical care, they describe 
these incidents as painful 
and unexpected disrup-
tions to their holidays. 
Many tourists reported los-
ing valuable vacation time 
as they were confined to 
their rooms recovering or 
making repeated visits to 
doctors for follow-up injec-
tions.

Robert Jenkins, a re-
tired teacher from Eng-
land, shared his concern: 
"I’ve visited Goa before, 
but this is something I 
hadn’t experienced on 
previous trips. It’s wor-
rying to see this change 
in what has always been 
such a welcoming place." 
Frequent visitors, particu-
larly from the UK, say these 
incidents have altered their 

perception of Goa. Many 
who once enjoyed morn-
ing and evening beach 
walks now express anx-
iety after encountering 
stray dog packs, depriving 
them of activities they had 
planned for.

The issue has gained 
traction on social media, 
with tourists sharing their 
experiences online — a de-
velopment that 

tourism stakeholders 
fear could impact Goa’s 
reputation as a leading hol-

iday destination.
While some local au-

thorities have taken steps 
to address the problem, 
including the Cavelossim 
panchayat's partnership 
with Mission Rabies to 
establish a dog shelter, 
tourism industry repre-

sentatives stress that more 
comprehensive govern-
ment intervention is need-
ed. They warn that unless 
proactive measures are 
taken, the stray dog men-
ace could pose a growing 
threat to Goa's tourism  
industry.

Stray dog attacks rattle beach-goers,  

bite into Goa’s tourist experience
Mormugao council 

to raze MPA’s ‘illegal’ 

wall blocking Baina 
flyover access
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VASCO:   The Mormugao 
Municipal Council (MMC) 
has unanimously resolved 
to demolish the wall and 
gates constructed by the 
Mormugao Port Authori-
ty (MPA), which have been 
blocking public access to the 
Baina flyover.

All 25 ward councillors 
backed the resolution dur-
ing Thursday’s ordinary 
council meeting.

Following the meeting, 
MMC chairperson Girish 
Borkar condemned the 
MPA’s decision to con-
struct the wall, particular-
ly since it was built shortly 
after the inauguration of 
the Baina loop port con-
nectivity flyover in January 
this year.

Borkar alleged that MPA 
officials had misbehaved 
with councillors and refused 
to apologise when confront-
ed. He asserted that the 

council would take neces-
sary steps to safeguard pub-
lic interest.

Borkar further claimed 
that no demolition notice 
was required as the struc-
ture was erected illegally.

Meanwhile, the council 
also decided to inspect and 
halt operations at Goa Ship-
yard Limited's (GSL) new 
building until compliance 
with construction condi-
tions is ensured.

Councillor Deepak Naik 
highlighted that GSL had 
failed to shift its com-
pound wall as previously 
agreed, contributing to 
traffic congestion. Naik 
pointed out that the road 
in front of GSL has become 
a bottleneck, with several 
mishaps reported in the 
area. Despite committing 
to the council, GSL neither 
demolished the wall nor 
obtained permission to op-
erate from its new premis-
es, he said.
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MARGAO:   The Travel and Tourism 

Association of Goa (TTAG) has pre-

sented a detailed set of recommen-

dations to Chief Minister Pramod 

Sawant, urging strategic budget al-

locations to enhance Goa’s tourism 

sector. The proposals emphasise en-

vironmental preservation, improved 

infrastructure, and revised taxation 

policies to strengthen the state’s tour-

ism economy.
TTAG stressed the 

need to safeguard Goa’s 
natural beauty, cultural 
heritage, and ecological 
balance — key draws for 
tourists. The association 
called for stricter clean-
liness measures, better 
waste management, and 
tech-driven improve-
ments to the transport 
system to ensure price 
transparency for visi-
tors. Safety and security 
upgrades, including improved polic-

ing in tourist hubs, were also high-

lighted as urgent concerns.
On taxation, TTAG proposed slash-

ing the Value Added Tax (VAT) on liq-

uor to 10% for beer, wine, and locally 

distilled spirits. TTAG President Jack 

Sukhija argued that Goa’s current high 

liquor taxes are pushing tourists to 

bring their own alcohol, particularly 

for weddings and conferences, result-

ing in revenue losses. Aligning taxes 

with Mumbai’s rates, Sukhija believes, 

would encourage local purchases and 

boost state earnings.
To expand Goa’s global presence, 

TTAG urged participation in key inter-

national travel marts in London and 

Berlin, alternating with BTL Portugal 

and FITUR Spain. Annual participa-

tion in MITT Russia, ATM Dubai, and 

ITB Asia was also suggested. 
Domestically, TTAG recommended 

Goa maintain visibility at major trav-

el events like OTM Mumbai, SATTE 

Delhi, GITM Jaipur, and TTF Kolkata 
and Ahmedabad. Road-
shows in Tier II and 
Tier III cities with di-
rect connectivity to Goa 
were also proposed to 
expand the state’s visi-
tor base.

Highlighting the need 
for large-scale event fa-
cilities, TTAG called for 
the development of a 
world-class convention 
centre in Goa, aligning 
with the Union Budget 
2025’s Rs 20,000 crore 

allocation for 50 key tourism destina-

tions. 
To simplify event planning, TTAG 

proposed a single-window clearance 

system for weddings and functions, 

reducing red tape and attracting 

high-profile events to the state.
Sustainability formed another pil-

lar of TTAG’s recommendations. The 

association urged authorities to pro-

mote eco-friendly practices by ban-

ning flex plastics and thermocol at 

events, positioning Goa as a responsi-

ble tourism destination.
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MARGAO:   Persistent encroachments 

on Margao’s footpaths continue to 

inconvenience pedestrians, with no 

effective action from local authorities 

despite repeated complaints.
The situation has sparked grow-

ing frustration among shop owners, 

residents, and city officials. A group 

of concerned citizens and vendors is 

now preparing to file a public interest 

litigation (PIL) against the Margao Mu-

nicipal Council (MMC), with plans to 

seek intervention from the High Court. 

Councillor Mahesh Amonkar, who 

has repeatedly raised the issue in 

council meetings, criticised the in-

action. “Despite numerous appeals, 

no concrete steps have been taken,” 

Amonkar said. “Vendors have taken 

over the footpaths, forcing pedestri-

ans to walk on the road and putting 

their safety at risk.” He called for a  

comprehensive action plan to address 

the problem.

Vinod Shirodkar, former president 

of the New Market Traders Asso-

ciation, voiced frustration over the 

authorities’ inconsistent approach. 

“They conduct drives only when 

there’s public outrage, but within days 

the encroachments return,” he said, 

adding that vendors are also facing 

losses due to poor public amenities. 

Abdulah N. M. Abdul Karim, a cloth 

merchant, accused the MMC of turning 

a blind eye to the worsening situation. 

“Footpaths are cluttered with boxes 

and stock, yet municipal officials seem 

uninterested in resolving the issue,” 

he said. With frustration mounting, 

vendors and residents believe legal 

intervention is the only way forward. 

“We will approach the High Court to 

ensure the authorities are compelled 

to act,” Karim added.
Meanwhile, MMC Chairperson Da-

modar Shirodkar was unavailable for 

comment.

Several foreign tourists badly bitten by free-roaming beach dogs; rue that their holiday was wasted in 

recovery or visiting hospitals for anti-rabies vaccinations; share bad experience on social media

TTAG seeks budget 
boost for tourism

Cong moots online, door-to-door campaign to 

raise awareness on Margao municipality fee hike

Encroachments on footpaths, traders warn legal action

HOW TO WARD OFF TROUBLE

 Never run or scream 

– this triggers the dog’s 

predatory instinct to chase 

after you

Stay calm, stand tall, 

speak in a low, firm tone– 

This intimidates the dog. 

Most aggressive dogs that 

charge at humans do not 

intend to bite, and may 

back off

 Create a shield 

between you and the 

dog (s) – Use whatever 

is handy - a bag, bottle, 

shoe or umbrella – as a 

barrier to prevent the dog 

from reaching you. Do not 

throw it at the dog and 

excite it further, though

 Enact a defensive 

stance– If the dog still 

does not back down, 

protect your torso with 

your arm and fists, kick out 

at the dog to ward it off. If 

you fall down, curl into a 

ball and cover your face, 

head and body 
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MARGAO: South Goa MP Captain Viriato Fer-

nandes has strongly criticised the State govern-

ment’s decision to cut trees along the old Nuvem 

highway to facilitate road widening, questioning 

the necessity of the project.
Fernandes, who has engaged in multiple 

discussions with the District Administration 

opposing the expansion, argued that the wid-

ening is redundant since most traffic has al-

ready shifted to the Western Bypass.

He pointed out that prior to the bypass 

opening, the old highway had been identified 

with black spots — known accident-prone ar-

eas — but since the bypass became operation-

al, traffic and accidents on the old highway 

have declined significantly.
Supporting local residents’ calls to halt the 

expansion, Fernandes questioned the motives 

behind the project. He challenged the decision 

of the PWD engineer who sought permission 

to cut trees and speculated that the move 

could be influenced by the size of the road 

widening contract. Fernandes warned that lo-

cals would oppose not only the PWD official 

but also the Minister responsible if the project 

proceeds against public sentiment. 

He maintained that since the bypass effec-

tively manages traffic, expanding the old high-

way is unjustified.need for effective allocation 

and management of these funds for the bene-

fit of local communities.
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MARGAO: The Margao Congress 

Block has launched a social me-

dia campaign to inform residents 

about a sharp increase in taxes and 

fees proposed by the Margao Mu-

nicipal Council (MMC), set to come 

into effect from April 1. In addition 

to the online initiative, Congress 

workers will begin a door-to-door 

awareness drive on March 16.
Congress leader Savio Coutinho said 

that many residents were unaware of 

the significant hike, with some mis-

takenly believing it to be just a 20% 

increase. "When we showed them the 

MMC's public notice detailing the new 

rates, most were shocked and criticised 

their elected representatives for failing 

to inform them earlier," Coutinho said.

The MMC's revised fee structure 

includes over 50 different catego-

ries, making it challenging for resi-

dents to understand the extent of the 

hike. To simplify this, the Congress 

team is circulating short video clips 

explaining the new fees for estab-

lishments such as hardware stores, 

clinics, restaurants, and gyms.
"We will distribute copies of the 

public notice starting March 16 to 

show people exactly what they’ll face 

from April 1. Our aim is to pressure 

the MMC to withdraw these proposed 

rates," Coutinho added. He further 

criticised the Council for targeting 

law-abiding taxpayers instead of 

expanding the tax net to include un-

assessed properties, which he said 

would significantly boost revenue. 

Coutinho urged residents to demand 

that their elected representatives 

Many vendors have taken 

over the footpaths, making 

it difficult for people to even walk. 

Some are forced to walk on the 

road, putting their lives at risk 

because the footpaths are blocked

– Mahesh Amonkar,
MMC Councillor

The footpaths are often 

obstructed by large boxes, 

but municipal officials do nothing 

to address it. We will approach 

the High Court to ensure the 

authorities are compelled to act 

– Abdulah N. M. Abdul Karim,

cloth merchant

TTAG proposed  
slashing the Value Add-

ed Tax (VAT) on liquor to 

10% for beer, wine, and 

locally distilled spirits, 

as the current pricing 

is prompting tourists to 

carry their own booze 
for weddings and  

conferences

The MMC's revised fee structure 

includes over 50 different cate-

gories, which  make it challeng-

ing for residents to understand 

the extent of the hike

I have visited Goa earlier but this is 

something I haven't encountered during my 

previous visits. It's concerning to see this change in 

what has always been such a welcoming place 

– Robert Jenkins, Retd teacher, UK
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TOTAL DESTRUCTION

Rescue work underway after a four-storey building collapsed at Burari area in New Delhi, on Tuesday. At least 5 people 
were killed in the incident and several injured, according to police (Report on Pg 12 >>)

PTI

AFP, HANGZHOU, CHINA: Chi-
nese startup DeepSeek, which 
has sparked panic on Wall 
Street with its powerful new 
chatbot developed at a fraction 
of the cost of its competitors, 
was founded by a hedgefund 
whizz-kid who believes AI can 
change the world.

Based out of the eastern Chi-
nese city of Hangzhou – some-
times known as ‘China’s Silicon 
Valley’ – DeepSeek has come 
seemingly out of nowhere to 
release a cutting-edge product.

But in China it was already 
making waves, last year dubbed 
the ‘Pinduoduo of AI’ – a refer-
ence to a popular online shop-
ping app that steamrolled giants 
like Alibaba with its low prices.

DeepSeek has won plaudits 
for its cost-effectiveness and 
praise in China for its seeming 
ability to navigate US sanctions 
that have aimed to prevent ac-

cess to the high-tech chips need-
ed to power the AI revolution.

AFP paid visits to the firm's 
offices in both Hangzhou and 
the capital Beijing on Tuesday, 
but offices appeared closed for 
the Lunar New Year holidays.

The firm is the child of tech 
and business prodigy Liang 

Wenfeng, born in 1985 and an 
engineering graduate of Hang-
zhou's prestigious Zhejiang 
University, where he has said 
he became convinced "artifi-
cial intelligence would change 
the world".

Chinese AI start-up DeepSeek upsets US tech hegemony
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 $ 1 trillion wiped off 
the global stock market 
on Monday, driven by 
massive losses in the  
tech sector

 Nasdaq composite 
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Big Tech 
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$5.6 million to 
develop its R1 

 AI model as compared 
to billion-dollar systems 
from the US

 DeepSeek’s R1 model 
holds an impressive  
20-50-x cost advantage 
over OpenAI's o1,  
depending on the task

 DeepSeek’s R1 AI 
assistant became the 
most-downloaded free 

app on Apple’s 
US App Store 

overtaking 
OpenAI's 

ChatGPT

 $ 1 trillion wiped off  
the global stock market 
on Monday, driven by 
massive losses in the  
tech sector

 Nasdaq composite 
dragged down by 3.1% 
due to heavy losses in  
Big Tech 

 Nvidia’s stock price 
tanked 17%

 DeepSeek spent a mere 
$5.6 million to develop  
its R1 AI model as  
compared to 
billion-dol-
lar systems 
from the US

 DeepSeek’s 
R1 model 
holds an  

impressive 20-50-x  
cost advantage over 
OpenAI's o1, depending 
on the task

 DeepSeek’s R1 AI 
assistant became the 
most-downloaded free 

app on Apple’s US App 
Store overtak-

ing OpenAI's 
ChatGPT

DEEP DISRUPTION The DeepSeek 
release should be 

a wake-up call for our 
industries that we need 
to be laser-focused on 
competing to win
– Donald Trump

Deepseek’s r1 is an impressive model, particularly 
around what they're able to deliver for the price. We 

will obviously deliver much better models and also it’s legit 
invigorating to have a new competitor! we will pull up  
some releases
– Sam Altman, OpenAI chief executive 

Deepseek R1 is AI’s Sputnik 
moment (referencing the 

1957 launch of Earth’s first artificial 
satellite by the Soviet Union that 
stunned the Western world)
– Marc Andreessen,  
Tech investor

AP, NEW YORK: Wall Street's 
superstars tumbled Mon-
day as a competitor from 
China threatens to upend the 
artificial-intelligence frenzy 
they’ve been feasting on.

The S&P 500 dropped 1.5%, 
dragged down in large part by 
a 16.9% fall for Nvidia. Other 
Big Tech stocks also took heavy 
losses, and they pulled the 
Nasdaq composite down 3.1% 

for its worst loss in more than 
a month.
The damage was focused on AI-
related stocks, while the rest of 
the market held up much better. 

Cont on Pg 11 >>

US TECH STOCKS TANK; NVIDIA SINKS NEARLY 17%

Police cannot 
use WhatsApp 

for serving 
notice: SC

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
has said police cannot serve notices to 
accused persons through WhatsApp 
or other electronic modes under the 
Criminal Procedure Code or Bhartiya 
Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023.

A bench of Justices M M Sundresh 
and Rajesh Bindal directed all states 
and union territories (UT) to issue 
appropriate directions to police for 
issuing notices under Section 41A 
of CrPC, 1973 or Section 35 of BNSS, 
2023 only through the mode of ser-
vice permitted under the law.

"All the states/UTs must issue a 
standing order to their respective po-
lice machinery to issue notices under 
Section 41-A of CrPC, 1973/Section 35 
of BNSS, 2023 only through the mode 
of service as prescribed under the 
CrPC, 1973/BNSS, 2023," the bench 
said on January 21.

The top court went on, "It is made 
amply clear that service of notice 
through WhatsApp or other electronic 
modes cannot be considered or recog-
nised as an alternative or substitute 
to the mode of service recognised and 
prescribed under the CrPC, 1973/
BNSS, 2023."

The direction came when the court 
accepted a suggestion by senior advo-
cate Sidharth Luthra, appointed ami-
cus curiae in the matter.

Luthra flagged instances where a no-
tice under Section 41-A of CrPC, 1973 
was sent through WhatsApp, but the 
accused did not appear before the in-
vestigating officer. He said the police 
machinery must not circumvent the 
mandate of Section 41-A of CrPC, 1973 
or Section 35 of BNSS, 2023.

Cont on Pg 11 >>
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PANJIM: A division bench 
of the High Court of Bom-
bay at Goa, comprising Jus-
tice M S Karnik and Justice 
Valmiki Menezes, on Tues-
day directed the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MHA) to 
decide within four weeks 
on a fresh application 
from Adv Aires Rodrigues 
for an Overseas Citizen of 
India (OCI) card.

In its order, the Court 
instructed Adv Rodrigues 
to submit a new online 
OCI application by Jan-
uary 30. It also directed 
the officer in charge at 
the Embassy of India in 
Lisbon to call Adv Rod-
rigues on February 5 at 
11:30 am to complete all  
the formalities.

The Court noted that 
the MHA had confirmed 
that there were no crimi-
nal proceedings pending 
against Adv Rodrigues in 
any court. Senior advocate 
A F Diniz, representing Adv 

Rodrigues, pointed out that 
the criminal proceedings 
concerning his alleged dual 
nationality were closed by 
the Panjim JMFC on March 
25, 2021. 

Additionally, the High 
Court had quashed the 
chargesheet in the case 
related to an alleged so-
cial media post on De-
cember 11 of the previous 
year. It was also highlight-
ed that in a 2007 case re-
garding an alleged tres-
pass into the Ribandar 
Church, Adv Rodrigues 
and 19 other residents of 
Ribandar were acquitted 
by the court on Septem-
ber 14, 2011.

On May 15, 2023, Adv 
Rodrigues obtained a Por-
tuguese passport in Lisbon 
and, upon returning to Goa 
in the first week of June, 
immediately surrendered 
his Indian passport at the 
Goa Passport Office, as re-
quired by law. 

Decide in four weeks 
lawyer’s fresh OCI 
plea: HC to MHA

Asks Aires Rodrigues to apply afresh  
by Jan 30 via online OCI application

Cont on Pg 11 >>

NO MEETINGS FROM JAN 2023 TO SEPT 2023: RECORDS
 Quepem MLA Altone D’Costa, who 
headed PAC, missed an opportunity 
to scrutinise CAG reports within the 
stipulated time

 ‘Ignored’ investigating scams in 
the BJP govt in last decade

 PUC chairman Yuri Alemao 
miserably failed to probe Smart City 
scam, illegalities in the Investment 
Promotion and Facilitation Board 
projects, other scams & irregularities

 Legislature Dept records re-
vealed these panels did not meet 
even once from January 2023  
to September 2023

 PAC held only eight meetings from 
Sept 2023 onwards with a 10-month 
gap between Jan 2024 and Oct 2024

 PUC met on nine occasions, held 
its first meeting in September and 
again after four months between May 
& August 2024

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) and the 
Public Undertaking Commit-
tee (PUC) meetings convened 
by Congress MLA Altone 
D’Costa and Leader of the Op-
position Yuri Alemao on Mon-
day have come under scruti-
ny, as the term of both panels 
ended in December 2024. 

PAC, PUC meet after expiry 
of term comes under scanner

Tenure of these panels was for 2023-2024

Cont on Pg 11 >>

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES

KHALCHAWADA, ARAM-
BOL: The death of Arambol 
resident Amar Bandekar 
in a brutal attack by shack 
workers has awakened the 
villagers to the reality that 
outsiders are moving dan-
gerously in the hamlet. The 
victim’s family and locals 
hope that the long arm of 
the law will ensure his kill-
ers are punished.

“The problem is that, out 
of the 12 shacks permitted, 
only two are run by locals. 
Had the shack been run by 
one of us, my brother would 
probably still be alive to-
day,” said Yuvraj Bandekar, 
Amar’s younger sibling.

Arambol villager’s death 
triggers ‘outsider’ row

We have allowed outsiders to dominate us, says victim’s sibling; 
family and locals hope Amar’s killers will be punished

The problem is that, of 
the 12 shacks permitted, 

only two are run by locals. Had 
the shack been run by one of 
us, my brother would probably 
have been alive today
– Yuvraj Bandekar, deceased 
Amar’s younger sibling

Through Amar’s death, the village has 
woken up to the reality that outsiders 

are moving around dangerously in the 
village. Such an eruption was bound to 
happen because many of us preferred to turn a 
blind eye due to greed for quick money and we 
have paid with a life. Hope the village realises
– Manuel Fernandes, a local

I saw Amar sitting on a table 
and in a while having an 

argument with a waiter that ended 
up in a fist fight. Suddenly, he was 
surrounded and arms could be seen 
flying around. I did not intervene 
because it did not seem serious
– Arambol localCont on Pg 11 >>

Cont on Pg 11 >>
Late Amar’s younger brother and uncle, hope for justice

Two more land in Mandrem Police net
PERNEM: Two more persons were arrested by the Mandrem 
police in connection with the murder of 28-year-old Amar 
Bandekar from Arambol, taking the total number of arrests 
in the case to three.
The police gave the names of accused as Lalit Thakur (24) from 
Nepal and Vibhishan Kumar (26) from Kullu, Himachal Pradesh.
On Sunday, police arrested Surender Kumar of Kullu, 
Himachal Pradesh. All three were working at the Sea Lounge 
Beach Shack, Arambol. Surender Kumar has been remanded 
in seven days police custody by the Judicial Magistrate First 
Class (JMFC), Pernem.

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES

PTI, WASHINGTON: US 
President Donald Trump 
has said that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will do 
‘what is right’ on illegal im-
migrants, underlining that 
discussions are going on 
with India.

President Trump made 
these remarks on Monday 
while talking to reporters 
aboard Air Force One on 
his way back to Joint Base 
Andrews from Florida. 
He also mentioned that  
Prime Minister Modi is like-
ly to visit the White House 
in February.

Separately, in a read-
out of a phone call be-
tween both leaders, the 
White House said that 
Trump had a ‘productive’ 
phone call with Modi and 
sought a move towards 
a ‘fair’ bilateral trading 
relationship and deeper 
India-US cooperation.

While talking to House 
Republicans at a Florida 
retreat on Monday, Presi-
dent Trump said that the 
US would impose tariffs on 
the countries that ‘harm’ 
America as he named 
China, India and Brazil as 
high-tariff countries.

“We’re going to put tar-
iffs on outside countries 
and outside people that re-
ally mean harm to us... Look 
at what others do. China is 

a tremendous tariff maker, 
and India and Brazil and so 
many other countries. So 
we're not going to let that 
happen any longer because 
we're going to put America 
first,” he said.

Meanwhile, during their 
phone call, the two lead-
ers also discussed plans 
for Modi to visit the US, 
the White House said in 
the readout.

While talking to report-
ers aboard Air Force One, 
Trump was asked "Did he 
(Modi) agree to take ille-
gal immigrants.”

“He (Modi) will do what’s 
right. We are discussing,” 
said the president.

“I had a long talk with 
him this morning (Mon-
day). He is going to be com-
ing to the White House, 
over next month, probably 
February. We have a very 
good relationship with In-
dia,” Trump told reporters 
aboard Air Force One.

The president was re-
sponding to a question on 
the phone call he had with 
Modi on Monday.

PM Modi will do ‘what 
is right’ on illegal 

immigrants: Trump

He (Modi) will do what’s right (on taking illegal 
immigrants). We are discussing. I had a long talk 

with him this morning (Monday). He is going to be 
coming to the White House, over next month, probably 
February. We have a very good relationship with India
– Donald Trump, President, USA

Cont on Pg 11 >>
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Stray dogs attack 
foreign tourist  

at Mobor 

Team Herald

MARGAO: The stray dog 
menace continues to trou-
ble both locals and tourists. 
In a recent incident, a for-
eign tourist sustained 15 in-
juries and a suspected arm 
fracture after being vicious-
ly attacked by a pack of 
stray dogs on Mobor Beach 
in Cavelossim, on Tuesday.

The attack occurred 
when the tourist, walk-
ing alone, was suddenly 
charged by five dogs. De-
spite attempting to escape 
into the water, the dogs 
continued to bite her until 
she fell. Fortunately, she 
managed to contact her 
friend for help, and water 
sports operators, along 
with a hotel guard, eventu-
ally rescued her.

Cont on Pg 11 >>

Injuries sustained by the 
foreigner in the dog attack

Cont on Pg 11 >>

MARCH 15, 2025

Lifesavers chase away canines and administer first aid 
to the woman, who was later taken to a hospital for 

treatment; locals raise safety concerns 

JANUARY 29, 2025
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MARGAO: GOACAN, a con-
sumer rights organization, 
has filed four separate 
complaints against the 
Kadamba Transport Cor-
poration Limited (KTCL) 
for systemic failures in 
complying with manda-
tory provisions for pas-
senger convenience and 
rights. The complaints 
highlight violations across 
multiple buses, which 
lacked reserved seats for 
Persons with Disabilities 
(PwDs), senior citizens, 
and ladies, as well as the  
mandatory dis-
play of the KTCL  
complaint WhatsApp 
number. 

In one instance, GOA-
CAN coordinator Roland 
Martins, a senior citizen, 
was forced to stand dur-
ing his journey due to the 
absence of reserved seat-
ing. The bus conductor, 
when informed, directed 
him to file a complaint at 
the Margao control room 
instead of addressing the 

issue. Additionally, the 
ticket issued bore an in-
correct bus number, com-
plicating the grievance 
redressal process. 

The complaints, ad-
dressed to the State Com-
missioner for PwDs, Di-
rectorate of Social Welfare, 
Directorate of Women & 
Child Development, and 
the Department of Civil 
Supplies & Consumer Af-
fairs, allege widespread 
non-compliance across 
KTCL buses. 

GOACAN has cited vi-
olations of the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 
Act, 2016, and other reg-
ulations, emphasising the 
lack of reserved seats and 
complaint mechanisms on 
several buses. 

GOACAN has demand-
ed depot-wise compliance 
reports with photographs 
to ensure adherence to 
regulations and also urged 
KTCL to display an email ID 
for complaints, in addition 
to the WhatsApp number, 
to streamline grievance  
redressal.

Complaints against 
KTCL for violating 
passenger rights

KTCL bus rams into roadside
house at Chicalim

Digital art expo on 
Australian ‘Songline’ 
underway at Pilerne 
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CALANGUTE: A month fol-
lowing a complaint by the 
Calangute Constituency 
Forum (CCF) of an alleged 
illegal construction on sand 
dunes at Candolim beach, 
the Goa Coastal Zone Man-
agement Authority (GCZ-
MA) has scheduled a site 
inspection on Wednesday.

“This illegal concrete 
construction in CRZ 1A 
area at Dando, Candolim 
in survey no 112/19 by Vi-
king Media and Entertain-
ment is in clear violation 
of the CRZ notification and 
environment protection act 
(EPA) as it involves the de-
struction of existing sand 
dunes which are ecologi-
cally-sensitive areas pro-
tected under CRZ rules. The 
ongoing activity not only 

disturbs the fragile coastal 
ecosystem but also threat-
ens the natural landscape 
which serves as a protec-
tive barrier against erosion 
and tidal surges,” the CCF 
said in the complaint on 
February 17.

“We urge the authorities 
to take immediate action 
to prevent further environ-
mental damage and uphold 
the CRZ regulations,” the 
CCF said. 

The GCZMA site inspec-
tion comes after the CCF 
last week in a memoran-
dum to the chief secretary,  
the Goa Coastal Zone Man-
agement Authority (GCZ-
MA) and other authorities, 
claimed that no action is 
being taken on their com-
plaints made in the last few 
years, and said that failure 
to take action against the 

violations of the CRZ rules 
and EPA is only allowing 
the environment damaging 
activities to continue. 

“Such violations pose 
a serious threat to Goa’s 
fragile coastal ecosystem. 
We urge the authority to 
take immediate steps to 
schedule hearings for the 
pending complaints and 
take them up on priority, 
issue stop-work orders in 
cases where ongoing ac-
tivities are in violation of 
CRZ rules and EPA provi-
sions, conduct necessary 
inspections and investiga-
tions to assess the extent 
of environmental damage 
caused due to these viola-
tions, and initiate appro-
priate legal action against 
violators to prevent fur-
ther degradation of coast-
al areas,” the CCF said.

GCZMA to inspect Candolim 
construction site today

p   wer shutdown
• CURTORIM: On March 20, from 9 am to 7 pm. Affected 
areas are Tembim and Monzon Aframent.
• CURTORIM: On March 21, from 9 am to 7 pm. Affected 
area is Vagulem PWD Tank.

In its Union Budget 2025-26, The Government of 
India had announced the formulation of a national 
framework to guide States in promoting GCCs in 
emerging tier II cities. GCCs are offshore units set up by 
multinational companies to handle operations such as 
IT, finance, analytics, and R&D
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MARGAO: The Goa For-
ward Party (GFP) has con-
demned the recent alleged 
question paper theft at 
Goa University, which has 
severely impacted stu-
dents, particularly those 
from underprivileged 
backgrounds in remote 
talukas. 

The party said Goa Uni-
versity, as the premier 
educational institution of 
the State, must uphold ac-
ademic integrity, and any 
breach of trust by its own 
faculty is a matter of grave 
concern.

Addressing the media, 
Goa Forward General 
Secretary Dugadas Ka-
mat stated, “If professors, 

who are supposed to be 
gurus, are involved in 
leaking examination pa-
pers, it is a serious issue. 
What is even more alarm-
ing is the response of the 
Vice-Chancellor (VC) and 
senior officials, who have 
denied the existence of 
any evidence instead of 
taking decisive action. 
This raises suspicions 
about whether the VC is 
complicit in protecting 
those responsible for such 
unethical practices.”

Kamat highlighted that 
when Goa Forward’s stu-
dent wing, led by Kritik 
Mandrekar, approached 
the VC, they were met with 
dismissive responses, indi-
cating an attempt to cover 
up the scandal. 

GFP condemns GU 
question paper ‘theft’ 


