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Andhra CM backs multilingual

learning, warns against politics

PTI, AMARAVATI: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on
Monday emphasised that
language is not for hating
and called for avoiding
"unnecessary politics" over
languages.

Describing Hindi as the
‘national language', the Chief
Minister said learning it
would enable fluent commu-
nication in Delhi. “I am tell-
ing this very clearly to you,
language is not for hating.
Here (in Andhra Pradesh)
the mother tongue is Telu-
gu. Hindi is the national lan-
guage and the international
language is English,” Naidu
told the Assembly.

“That's why you should
all remember to, refrain
from engaging in unneces-
sary politics. Today, let's all
think, language is useful for
communication, hence, it is
good to learn as many lan-
guages as possible,” he said.

‘ | am telling this
very clearly to
you, language is not for
hating. Here (in Andhra
Pradesh) the mother
tongue is Telugu. Hindi is
the national language and
the international language
is English. That's why you
should all remember to
refrain from engaging in

unnecessary politics. Today, let's all think, language is
useful for communication, hence, it is good to learn as

many languages as possible

— Chandrababu Naidu, Andra Pradesh Chief Minister

Addressing the Assembly,
the CM advocated learning
many languages to enhance
livelihood opprtunities,
while maintaining a connec-
tion to one's mother tongue.

The CM's remarks on lan-
guages come amid the on-
going controversy between
Tamil Nadu and the BJP-led
Central Government over

allegations of Hindi lan-
guage imposition.

Further, the TDP supre-
mo claimed that only those
people who study in their
mother tongue are excel-
ling across the world and
a misconception is preva-
lent that only the English
language can guarantee
knowledge.

"Language is only for
communication.  Knowl-
edge will not come with
language. Only people
who study in their mother
tongue are excelling across
the world. It is easy to
learn (through the mother
tongue)," said Naidu.

As many people are going
to other countries such as
Japan and Germany, he said
if those languages could also
be learnt here, then it will be
very easy when people visit
those overseas destinations.
Later, in an official press re-
lease, Naidu defended the
three-language formula,
stating that language is a
tool for communication but
not a barrier.

He underscored that peo-
ple who studied in their
mother tongues have suc-
ceeded globally and learn-
ing multiple languages will
open up job opportunities
in international markets.

Horrific videos of dogs with dead newborns go viral in MP

PTI, BHOPAL: Two videos
in the last five days show-
ing stray dogs with the
bodies of newborn babies
and their menacing pres-
ence in and around hospi-
tals has become a topic of

intense debate in Madhya
Pradesh, with officials and
NGOs emphasising the
need for a sustained cam-
paign to control the canine
population.

Some even blamed it on

the success of the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, which they
claimed had reduced avail-
ability of food in the open
for strays.

The state, with a popula-
tion of 7.26 crore as per the

2011 Census or atleastnine
crore now, may be home to
47.36 lakh canines, which
makes it a man to dog ratio
of 19:1, a government vet-
erinarian official told PTI
on Monday.

¢ village)
¢ which the authorities have
i been making efforts to pro-
i vide basic amenities and
i carrying out development
¢ works in interior areas.

19 Naxalites
surrender before
security forces in

Chhattisgarh

¢ PTI, BIJAPUR: At least 19
i Naxalites, nine of them
! carrying a
¢ bounty of Rs 28 lakh, sur-
i rendered before security
i forces in Chhattisgarh's Bi-
i japur district on Monday, a
i senior police official said.

cumulative

The cadres, including a

i couple, turned themselves :
i in before senior officials of i
: the police and Central Re-
i serve Police Force (CRPF),
i citing disappointment with
¢ "hollow"
 Maoist ideology, exploita-
i tion of innocent tribals by
i senior cadres and differenc-
i es brewing within the out-
i lawed outfit, Bijapur Senior
i Superintendent of Police
¢ Jitendra Kumar Yadav said.

and "inhuman"

He said that they were

i also impressed with the
¢ increasing influence of the
i security forces, with the
¢ setting up of camps and the

‘Niya Nellanar' (your good
scheme, under

Yadav said all the surren-

dered Naxalites were active
¢ in different capacities in
i the Andhra Odisha Border

(AOB) division and Pamed

: area committee of Maoists.

0 HERALDO

SC seeks Centre’s reply on PIL
- challenging CAG appointment process

¢ PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
: preme Court on Monday
i asked the Centre's reply on
i aPILfor declaring as uncon-
: stitutional, the process of
i appointment of the Comp-
i troller and Auditor General
: ofIndia "solely by the execu-
¢ tive and the Prime Minister"
i and said we should trust
¢ our institutions.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh

i issued the notice on a PIL
¢ filed by NGO Centre for
i Public Interest Litigation
i and tagged it with a pend-
¢ ing case on the issue.

The bench said Article
148 of the Constitution pro-

vides for the appointment
i of CAG aside from the safe-
: guards from any influence.

"Ultimately, we have to

trust our institutions. Article

148 also provides protection,
similar to one which is pro-
vided to the judges of the Su-
preme Court," the bench said.
Advocate Prashant Bhu-
shan, appearing for the
NGO, said the question was
over the independence of
the institution and claimed
audits by the CAG of BJP-
ruled states such as Maha-
rashtra were being stalled.
For a long time the ap-
pointment of the CAG was
largely independent but
recently the independence

of the constitutional body,
which audits the schemes
of the Centre, states and the
PSUs was being stalled, he
added.

Bhushan said in 2023,
only 18 CAG audit reports
were tabled in Parliament
as opposed to 40 previously.

"Now, the CAG are not
being allowed to audit the
schemes in the states es-
pecially which are ruled by
the ruling party in the Cen-
tre. For Maharashtra, the
audit teams were ready but
then an order came that au-
dit should be done after the
elections," he said.

Justice Surya Kant, how-
ever, asked if the Constitu-
tion had provided an unbri-
dled power of appointment,
should the court intervene
and "to what extent"?

EC to introduce new option in
its software to find ‘ghost voters’

¢ PTI, KOLKATA: Amid the
i Trinamool Congress high-
i lighting the issue of 'fake
i voters',
. mission has decided to in-
i troduce a new option in its
i software for the detection of

the Election Com-

'ghostvoters', an official said.

The new option would help
. the Electoral Registration

Officers (EROs) find out if
there are multiple names
on a particular EPIC num-
ber, the official said.

"The chief electoral of-
ficers in all states have
been informed about this
decision," he said. On Mon-
day, a letter was sent to the
chief electoral officers of

the states informing them
about a new module for
correcting 'duplicate EPIC
numbers', the official said.
Acting CEO of West Ben-
gal, Dibyendu Das on Mon-
day held a virtual meeting
with senior officials in the
districts and briefed them
about the decision, he said.
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NEW DELHI:

of rising input costs.

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange
(NYSE) at the opening bell, in the Financial District of New

Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors to hike

vehicle prices from April

Maruti Suzuki India and Tata Motors on
Monday announced plans to increase vehicle prices from
April, the second time in this year, in order to partially
offset the impact of rising input costs. Maruti Suzuki said
it plans to hike prices of its entire model range by up to
4% from next month. Tata Motors said it will increase the
price of its commercial vehicle range by up to 2% from
next month. In light of rising input costs and operational
expenses, the company has planned to increase the
prices of its cars from April, Maruti Suzuki India said in a
requlatory filing. The price increase is expected to be up
to 4% and will vary depending on the model, it added.
While the company continuously strives to optimise costs
and minimise the impact on its customers, some portion
of the increased cost may need to be passed on to the
market, the country’s largest carmaker stated. Maruti
Suzuki currently sells various models ranging from the
entry-level Alto K-10 to multiple-purpose vehicle Invicto
in the domestic market, with price ranging from Rs 4.23
lakh and Rs 29.22 lakh respectively (ex-showroom Delhi).
In January this year, the company announced to hike
prices by up to Rs 32,500 across various models from
February 1. Maruti Suzuki India shares ended 0.24%

up at Rs 11,536.10 apiece on BSE. AHonda Cars India
spokesperson said that the automaker is also looking to
increase vehicle prices from next month. Tata Motors said
it will increase prices of its commercial vehicle range by
up to 2% from April in order to partially offset the impact

: for important consumption
: areas, said Che Shiyi from
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: Lady driven KWID ( Automatic )
: 2018maroon 46008km 20kmplit p/
: steering, p/windows, cd, ¢/locking,
: new tyre excellent showroom con- :
: dition 7066811804.
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Thank you
St. Anthony
forall
favours
received.

“SAINT ANTHONY- PRAY FOR US"

Special Package Bangkok -+ Patta-

(9n/ 10days) Dubai =70,000/- (4n/

Travels Date 25th April, May2025

Car for sale in Siolim. Breeza VXI

cle protect treatment, insurance,

extended warranty, road tax, selling
due to owner leaving Goa. price :
10,90000. Contact: 918605316949 :

Whatsapp 00971503729327

2025007956

. Nri

2025008185 : Manuel Driven :

- owner. Contact: 9822157381

2025008046

Alto Ixi

2025008047

p/steering, p/windows, cd, c¢/lock-

2025008205

51000km, 1st

2025008232

Automatic, 2024, 11 months oid, :
8000 km with all accessories, vehi- S !
: Toyota, Hyundai, Honda (Vintage
Car’s) etc, even accidental and :

We buy all Car’s & Bike’s. Maruti,

i scrap  car’s. Spot  pay-
ment-8381027157
2025007286
] ]

2009 Silver :
© 75008km 22kmpit p/steering,
- A/C, cd, c/locking excellent con- :
. dition rto passing 2029 call

2025008202-1 : 93268 11763.
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Doctor driven Xcent (top model _)
ya =42000/- 4N5 Days, Singapore Dec 2015 silver 48008km 20kmplit
+malyasia_+Bangkok =115000/- : ing, new tyres showroom condition :
5days) Vietnam 5N/6 Days) 90,000/~ © /006811804,
from Goa. (All Inclusive) Contact: : _
7248913648, Nurvi Holidays. Fix : Urgent Sale Mahindra Thar 2013 :
- model CRDE 4x4 BS IV, Diesel / :
: (ACU) is a payment ar-

‘ rangement whereby the

Net direct tax kitty rises 13% to

Rs 21.26 lakh crore till Mar 16

PTI, NEW DELHI: Net di-
rect tax collection grew
13.13% to over Rs 21.26
lakh crore so far this fiscal
aided by by higher advance
tax mop up, government
data showed on Monday.
During the year, the gov-
ernment collected Rs 10.44
lakh crore from four instal-
ments of advance tax as
against Rs 9.11 lakh crore
in the previous fiscal, regis-
tering a growth of 14.62%.
The last instalment of the
advance tax payment was
due on March 15, 2025, for
the current financial year.
Advance tax collection
under the corporate tax
category rose by 12.54%
to Rs 7.57 lakh crore while
non-corporates witnessed a

Advance tax collection under the corporate tax
category rose by 12.54% to Rs 7.57 lakh crore while
non-corporates witnessed a growth rate of 20.47%
to Rs 2.87 lakh crore during the financial year. An
individual whose estimated tax liability is likely to
be over Rs 10,000 (after considering tax deducted
and collected at source - TDS and TCS) is required to
pay advance tax that year, as per Section 208 of the
Income-Tax Act. This includes salaried taxpayers

growth rate 0f 20.47% to Rs
2.87 lakh crore during the
financial year.

An individual whose esti-
mated tax liability is likely
to be over Rs 10,000 (after
considering tax deducted
and collected at source -
TDS and TCS) is required to
pay advance tax that year,
as per Section 208 of the In-
come-Tax Act. This includes

salaried taxpayers.

Advance tax is to be paid
before the end of the financial
year on the income that one
would have earned that year.

Advance tax is paid in
four instalments - June 15,
September 15, December
15, and March 15 of the fi-
nancial year.

As per the data released
by the Central Board of

China boosts consumer spending
as US tariffs hit exports

AP, BEIJING: Chinese gov-
ernment officials on Mon-
day outlined steps they are
taking to try to boost do-
mestic demand by getting
consumers to spend more
as a tariff war launched
by US President Donald
Trump threatens to curb
the country's exports.

The central bank will
study creating new tools to
increase low-cost funding

i the People's Bank of China,
: the central bank.
VEHICLES AVAILABLE ¥
i government has
i provided a first tranche of
: 81 billion yuan ($11.2 bil-

On the spending side, the
already

lion) to local governments
in January for a rebate pro-
gram to boost auto and ap-
pliance sales, announced Li
Chunlin, the vice chairman
of the National Develop-
ment and Reform Commis-
sion.

The officials spoke at
a news conference one
day after the government,
together with the ruling
Communist Party, released
a multi-faceted plan to try
to boost consumer spend-
ing. The moves seemed de-
signed to demonstrate that
the government is commit-
ted to reviving a sluggish
economy.

"While there are few

new details on how the
government will increase
spending, the details of the
plan show a greater deter-
mination to tackle China's
consumption problem this
year,’” Lynn Song, the chief
Greater China economist at
ING bank, wrote in a report
on the plan.

New government data
released Monday showed
signs of improvement in
the first two months of the
year, though housing mar-
ket weakness remained a
drag on growth.

Retail sales were up 4%
in January and February
compared to last year, more
than forecast. Industrial

RBI permits settlement
of trade transactions with

MUMBAI: Reserve

¢ dia's bilateral trade trans-
: actions with Maldives may
: also be settled in INR and/
i or MVR in addition to the
¢ ACU mechanism.

Asian Clearing Union

{ participants  settle pay-
‘ments for intra-regional
: transactions among the

 participating central banks
i on a net multilateral basis.

The participants include

i central banks and the mon-
i etary authorities of Bang-
: ladesh, Belarus,
i India, Iran, Maldives, My-

Bhutan,

Maldives in local currencies

 PTI,

anmar, Nepal, Pakistan, and
: Bank on Monday said In- :

Sri Lanka.

A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) has :

been signed between RBI

and Maldives Monetary Au-
thority in November 2024 :
for establishing a frame- :
work to promote the use :
of local currencies -- Indian :
Rupee (INR) and Maldivian :
Rufiyaa (MVR) for bilateral :

transactions.

"In the wake of signing :
of Memorandum of Un- :
derstanding (MoU)...it has :
been decided that India's :
bilateral trade transactions :
with Maldives may also :
be settled in INR and/or :

Direct Taxes (CBDT), mop
up from net non-corporate
taxes, which include mainly
personal income tax, grew
17% year-on-year to about
Rs 11.01 lakh crore.
However, net corporate
tax collection rose in sin-
gle digits at 7% to Rs 9.69
lakh crore between April 1,
2024, and March 16, 2025.
Net collections from secu-
rities transaction tax (STT)
surged nearly 56% to Rs
53,095 crore so far this fiscal.
Refunds worth more than
Rs 4.60 lakh crore were is-
sued during the period as
against Rs 3.47 lakh crore
in the year-ago period.
Gross direct tax mop up
till March 16 grew 16.15%
to more than Rs 25.86 lakh

crore.

In the revised estimates
(RE) for the current fiscal,
the government has pegged
income tax collections at Rs
12.57 lakh crore, up from
the budget estimate of Rs
11.87 lakh crore.

The collection from STT
is pegged at Rs 55,000 crore
in this fiscal in RE, higher
than the budget estimate
(BE) of Rs 37,000 crore.

The corporate tax col-
lection target was revised
lower at Rs 9.80 lakh crore,
down from the budget tar-
get of Rs 10.20 lakh crore.

In total, the RE pegs di-
rect tax collections at Rs
22.37 lakh crore, higher
from Rs 22.07 lakh crore
in BE.

Feb exports dip
to $36.91 b, trade
deficit narrows

PTI, NEW DELHI: India's
exports declined for the
fourth month in a row in
February to $36.91 billion
due to volatility in petro-
leum prices and global un-
certainties.

The country's exports
stood at $41.41 billion in
the same month a year
ago.

However, trade deficit
in February narrowed to
$14.05 billion as the coun-
try's imports reduced to
$50.96 billion in February,
according to commerce
ministry data.

Cumulatively, during
the April-February peri-
od this fiscal year, mer-
chandise and services
exports rose 6.24% to
$750.53 billion as against
$706.43 billion in the
year-ago period.

India's merchandise

WINDS OF PROGRESS

Aworker welds parts at a wmd power manufacturing factory in Omgzhou in China’s eastern
Shandong province

Wholesale price inflation inches
up to 2.38% in February

PTI, NEW DELHI: Whole-
sale price inflation mar-
ginally rose to 2.38% in
February due to expensive
manufactured food items
like vegetables oil and
beverages, government
data released on Monday
showed.

The Wholesale Price In-
dex (WPI) based inflation
was 2.31% in January. It
was 0.2% in February 2024.

The marginal increase in
WPI was witnessed after
three consecutive months
of decline. The month-
over-month change in WPI
for the month of February
stood at 0.06% as com-

pared to January.

Positive rate of inflation
in February, 2025 is pri-
marily due to the increase
in prices of manufacture
of food products, food ar-
ticles, other manufactur-
ing, non-food articles and
manufacture of textiles, etc,
according to the statement
issued by the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry.

As per the data, inflation
in manufactured food prod-
ucts rose to 11.06%, veg-
etable oil rose by 33.59%,
while beverages increased
marginally to 1.66% during
the month.

Overall,

the manufac-

tured products index in-
creased by 0.42% in Feb-
ruary.

However, prices of veg-
etables cooled with potato
prices dropping to 27.54%
from 74.28% during the
month. Besides, prices of
milk moderated at 1.58%
from 5.40% in the previous
month.

Fruits and onion prices
were still ruling high with
20% and 48.05% inflation
respectively.

The fuel and power cat-
egory witnessed a defla-
tion of 0.71% in February,
against a deflation of 2.78%
in the previous month.

Retail inflation data
released on Wednesday
showed that Consumer

Price Index (CPI) based in-
flation eased to a 7-month
low of 3.61% in February
on easing prices of food
items.

According to ICRA Senior
Economist Rahul Agrawal,
the downward pressure
on the headline print on
account of the dip in food
inflation was offset by the
narrowing deflation in the
fuel and power segment,
and an uptick in the core
(non-food manufacturing)
WPl inflation to a 24-month
high of 1.3%.



