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GOA, TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2025 7voice of india
Congress workers protest 
against Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, 
alleging him of insulting 
the 'Assamese Gamcha' 
during his recent visit to 
the state, in Guwahati

Police personnel stop 
Anganwadi workers from 
marching towards Chief 
Minister's residence 
during a protest over the 
demand of the salary hike, 
in Dehradun

Police personnel and 
others gather after a 
suspect in the blast 
incident outside a temple 
in Amritsar was killed in 
an exchange of fire with 
police, in Amritsar district

Former Bihar CM Rabri 
Devi and RJD leaders 
stage a protest against 
the Bihar Government 
during the Budget 
session, in Patna

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board on Monday led 
a protest against the Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill which 
was joined by several MPs, 
with AIMIM chief Asadud-
din Owaisi cautioning NDA 
constituents TDP, JD(U) 
and LJP (Ramvilas) that 
Muslims will never forgive 
them if they support the 
legislation.

A host of Muslim organ-
isations joined hands un-
der the aegis of the All In-
dia Muslim Personal Law 
Board (AIMPLB) to stage 
the demonstration at the 
Jantar Mantar here, with 
AIMPLB president Maula-
na Khalid Saifullah Rahm-
ani asserting that "this 
struggle will not end until 
the bill is rolled back".

"The Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill is against the 
secular and democratic 
principles of India. It vio-
lates the basic rights en-
sured in Articles 12 to 35 
of the Constitution. This 
bill hurts the emotions of 
25 crore citizens belonging 

to the minority commu-
nity. We completely reject 
this bill and demand the 
government to take it back 
at once," the Board said.

Speaking at the protest 
site, Owaisi claimed the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment's intention to bring 
the Waqf Bill is to disturb 
peace in the country.

"The prime minister's 
intention is that people 
keep fighting over Man-
dir-Masjid. Safeguarding 

Waqf properties is not the 
bill's objective," the AIMIM 
chief said.

"The bill attempts to take 
way Muslims' mosques, 
dargahs and cemeter-
ies. We are cautioning 
(TDP chief) Chandrababu 
Naidu, (LJP-Ramvilas chief 
Chirag) Paswan Sahab and 
(JD-U's) Nitish Kumar -      
remember that if you sup-
port this bill at this critical 
juncture, Muslims will not 
forgive you ever because it 

would be passed with your 
support," Owaisi said.

"Don't support this uncon-
stitutional bill," he added.

The five-term MP from 
Hyderabad also pointed 
out that the bill allows 
non-Muslims to be part 
of the Waqf council and 
boards, whereas in the 
management of endow-
ments of other religions, 
only those belonging to 
that community are made 
members.

AIMPLB stages protests against Waqf Bill 

People hold placards during a protest by the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) against the Waqf (Amendment) Bill at 
Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi

PTI, NEW DELHI:  At least 45 per cent of 
4,092 MLAs have declared criminal cases 
against themselves, according to an analy-
sis by poll rights body ADR.

The Association of Democratic Re-
forms (ADR) analysed the affidavits of 
4,092 out of 4,123 MLAs in 28 state and 
three Union Territory assemblies. The 
affidavits of 24 MLAs could not be an-
alysed as those were poorly scanned or 
not readable. 

There are seven vacancies in the assem-
blies.

According to the latest ADR report, 1,861 
MLAs declared criminal cases against their 

names. 
It said 1,205 MLAs were facing serious 

criminal charges, including cases related 
to murder, attempted murder, kidnapping, 
and crimes against women.

Andhra Pradesh leads the list with 138 
MLAs.

 (79 per cent) declaring criminal cases 
against their names, followed by Kerala 
and Telangana with 69 per cent each.

Other states with a high percentage 
of MLAs declaring criminal against their 
names are Bihar (66 per cent), Maharash-
tra (65 per cent) and Tamil Nadu (59 per 
cent).

Analysis by poll rights body finds 45 pc of 4,092 
MLAs facing criminal charges

PTI,  LUCKNOW:  Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Secretary 
Manoj Kumar Singh on 
Monday appeared before 
the Lucknow bench of 
the Allahabad High Court 
which had summoned him 
in connection with a matter 
of regularisation of court 
matters posted in various 
district courts of the state.

A  bench of Justice 
Karunesh Singh Pawar was 
hearing a petition filed by 
Rashmi Singh claiming that 
the Supreme Court had or-
dered the regularisation 
of these court masters in 
1989 itself but the order 
has not been implemented.

The officer assured the 
court on Monday that the 
draft rules received from 
the High Court regarding 
the regularisation of these 
court masters have been 
sent for the recommen-
dation of the state cabinet 
after making some amend-
ments and the approval of 
the cabinet would be taken 
within the next three weeks.

The court had expressed 
displeasure over the delay 
in regularisation during 
the last hearing and had 
summoned the Chief Sec-
retary.

UP Chief Secy 
appears before 

High Court

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Delhi Police and the Delhi 
Jal Board (DJB) on Monday 
differed over three people 
getting trapped in a man-
hole in Southeast Delhi, 
leading to the death of a 
43-year-old worker and 
critically injuring another.

According to the police, an 
initial investigation revealed 
that the victims were said 
to be working inside a man-
hole in New Friends Colony 
area for the DJB when they 
suddenly lost conscious-
ness. However, the Board 
said the three men were 
neither DJB regular staff nor 
DJB contractual staff. 

The deceased has been 
identified as Panth Lal 
Chandra and the injured as 
Ramkishan Chandra (35), 
an official said.

The police said a third 
person, Shiv Das (25), was 
rescued safely.

Panth and Ramkishan 
are brothers and all three 
are natives of Chhattisgarh.

"A PCR call was received 
at the police station on 
Sunday evening around 
5.45 pm, reporting that 
some workers engaged in 
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) work 
had fallen into a manhole. 
The caller was unaware of 
the exact number of vic-

Delhi Police, Jal Board clash over 
scavenger’s death, injuries to two

tims. However, when the 
police reached the spot, 
three people were found 
to be trapped," the police 
said in a statement.

The police said two 
fire tenders reached the 
spot immediately and 
launched a rescue opera-
tion. Upon arrival, officials 
found a crowd gathered 
at the scene, with peo-
ple shouting that several 
workers were trapped in-
side, the official said.

Firefighters quickly 
rescued all three in an 

unconscious state with 
Das being the first one to 
be rescued. The workers 
were rushed to the AIIMS 
Trauma Centre, where 
doctors declared Panth 
dead, he added.

In addition to the crime 
team, a forensic team also 
visited the site to collect 
evidence. A case has been 
registered under Section 
105 of BNS, and 7 and 9 
of the Manual Scavenging 
Act, the police said, add-
ing that further investiga-
tion is underway.
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