
voice of goa GOA, SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 2025 7

Team Herald

PONDA:  The vibrant Shigmo pa-
rade commenced from Tisk, Pon-
da, drawing thousands of enthu-
siastic spectators who revelled in 
the grand procession. Romtamel 
participants danced to the rhyth-
mic beats of Dhol-Tasha drums 
while chanting “Ossaya Ossayaa”, 
creating a lively and festive atmos-
phere. Folk dancers showcased 
their traditional artistry, and nu-
merous floats, based on mytholog-
ical themes, added grandeur to the 
celebrations, which continued late 
into the night.

The parade featured 32 floats, 
16 Romtamel troupes, 13 folk 

dance performances, and 55 fancy 
dress participants across junior 
and senior categories.

Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, 
who inaugurated the State-lev-
el Shigmo Parade in Ponda, ad-
dressed criticism regarding the 
expenditure on festivals like Shig-
mo and Carnival. Responding to 
sceptics, he stated, “Some people 
question why the government or 
the people spend money on Shig-
mo or Carnival. But these festivals 
enhance the happiness index, and 
the government is committed to 
promoting them.”

He further emphasised that tradi-
tional Shigmo is being transformed 
into cultural tourism. “Artists do not 

perform for prizes but for the sheer 
joy of showcasing their talent and 
spreading happiness. Despite their 
efforts, they return to their work-
places the very next day without 
complaint,” he said.

The Chief Minister acknowl-
edged the high costs incurred by 
artists in staging Shigmo and Car-
nival performances. “Organising a 
single Romtamel procession with 
350 participants is no small task. 
The expenses for transportation, 
food, and logistics are significant. 
However, the joy they experience 
in displaying their art before the 
public is worth more than any fi-
nancial investment.”

He also noted that Goa leads in 

Shigmo celebrations compared to 
Maharashtra and highlighted the gov-
ernment's support in promoting Goa’s 
cultural heritage to attract tourists. 
“Many tourists visit Goa specifically 
to witness its rich traditions. The gov-
ernment is only providing financial 
aid to encourage artists. We are com-
mitted to making Ponda, the ‘Temple 
City’, more colourful and attractive for 
visitors,” he added.

The event was attended by Tour-
ism Minister Rohan Khaunte, Ag-
riculture Minister Ravi Naik, BJP 
President Damu Naik, Rajya Sab-
ha MP Sadanand Tanavade, PMC 
Chairperson Anand Naik, council-
lors, and a large crowd of Shigmo 
enthusiasts.

Ponda comes alive as Shigmo 
parade enthrals thousands
Folk dancers showcase traditional artistry, while floats reflect mythological themes
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VASCO: In a remarkable 
recognition of his dedica-
tion and contributions to 
environmental sustainabil-
ity, Prof Srikanth Mutnuri, 
Department 
of Biological 
Sciences at 
BITS Pilani, 
K K Birla Goa 
Campus, was 
awarded the 
prestigious 
Goa Rajya 
V i d n y a n i k 
P u r a s k a r 
(GRVP).

This State-level award 
honours scientists and in-
novators in Goa, who have 
made significant impacts 
through their work in inno-
vation, environment, and 
societal improvements.

Prof Mutnuri was 
awarded under the cate-
gory "Environment" for 
his applied research on 
decentralized wastewater 
treatment systems.

Prof Mutnuri's 
ground-breaking innova-
tions, the vertical flow con-

structed wetlands (VFCW) 
and the electrochemical 
disinfection system, are 
pivotal in progressing 
towards Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 6 (Clean 
Water and Sanitation) and 

supporting 
the Swa-
chh Bharat 
M i s s i o n . 
These for-
ward-think-
ing tech-
n o l o g i e s 
address the 
p r e s s i n g 
need for 

sustainable and efficient 
water and wastewater 
management solutions, 
states a press release.

The achievements of 
Prof Mutnuri stand as a 
testament to the impor-
tance of sustainable and 
innovative solutions in 
addressing global and 
local environmental chal-
lenges. His contributions 
not only advance scientif-
ic knowledge and technol-
ogy but also enhance the 
quality of life and health 
of communities.

Goa Rajya Vidnyanik 
Puraskar awarded to 

Prof Mutnuri

SAO JOSE DE AREAL: On March 16, from 8 am 
to 5 pm. Affected areas are Matemorod, IDC 
Phase 1 and Phase 2  at Nessai.
MARGAO: On March 17, on Lohia Maidan, 
Aquem, Margao from 9 am to 6 pm. Areas af-
fected are Ulhas Jewellers, Asha Jewellers, opp. 
Borkar, Opp. Sanjay Metal, Pancharatna Bldg., 
Jackris and surrounding areas.
SALVADOR DO MUNDO: On March 17, from 
9.30 am to 3 pm. Areas affected are Paithana, 
Woods, Mayfair, Chowgule Meadows and sur-
rounding areas.
MARGAO: On March 18, from 9 am to 6 pm. 
Areas affected are MS Caro Corner, Laxmi Jew-
ellers, Venice Bar & Restaurant, Pelican Bldg., 
Jockey Shop, Opp. Lohia Maidan and surround-
ing areas.
KUMBHARJUA: On March 18, from 9.30 am to 2 
pm. Entire Kumbharjua village will be affected.

p   wer shutdown
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BICHOLIM: The Gha-
di samaj from Kasarpal, 
Bicholim has alleged that 
the land adjacent to Sri 
Kalika Devasthan has been 

illegally converted, without 
their knowledge.

The samaj alleged that 
the Shree Kalika Devasthan 
Brahmin Committee had 
converted the land without 
consulting anyone from 

Ghadi samaj  alleges their land 
illegally converted at Kasarpal

their community and sold it 
for development.

A complaint has also been 
filed with the Bicholim Dep-
uty Collector and the Latam-
barsem Village Panchayat 
against this illegal conver-
sion. The villagers have 
demanded that the land be 
handed back to them.

Speaking on behalf of 
villagers, Nandkumar Naik 
said that of the total 80,000 
square metres of land, about 
20,000 square metres land 
had been converted and 
sold to a real estate. He said 
that the village panchayat 
had issued demolition or-
ders but no steps have been 
taken to implement it.

Some of the villagers said 
that some persons took 
their advantage as they 
were not well aware of the 
land rights and converted it. 
They have demanded that 
the government look into it 
and ensure that the land is 
handed back to them.

Say about 20,000 square metres land has been converted 
and sold to a real estate lobby without their consent 
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MARGAO:  In a landmark 
order aimed at deterring 
defaulting builders from 
defying consumer court 
rulings, the District Con-
sumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission, South Goa, 
has rejected the bail ap-
plication of a city-based 
builder and remanded 
him to judicial custody un-

Consumer court sends defaulting 
builder to judicial custody

til the conclusion of proceedings.
The bench, comprising President 

Sanjay M Chodankar and Member 
Jayson Rodrigues, ruled against the 
builder after finding that he had 
deliberately remained absent from 
hearings to delay proceedings, 
causing inconvenience and finan-
cial loss to the complainant.

The Consumer Court, in its order, 
emphasised that the Consumer Pro-
tection Act is designed to safeguard 
consumer rights by ensuring speedy 
redressal of grievances, promoting 
consumer awareness, and prevent-
ing unfair trade practices. The Court 
further noted that the accused was 
deliberately defeating the very pur-
pose of the Act by repeatedly failing 
to comply with its orders.
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