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Tushar Gandhi, great grandson of 
Mahatma Gandhi, speaks to media 
after RSS-BJP workers heckled 
and detained him, demanding  
withdrawal of his statement 
against the RSS, in Kerala

Mahbubul Hoque, 
Chancellor of USTM, being 
produced at Court after he 
was re-arrested, a day after 
he was granted bail in a 
different case, in Assam

Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami meets former chief 
minister and Congress 
leader Harish Rawat on 
the occasion of Holi

Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta during 
a visit to inspect 
facilities at Asha 
Kiran orphanage, in 
New Delhi

PTI, NEW DELHI: With both Airtel 
and Jio announcing partnerships 
with Starlink, the Congress on 
Thursday alleged that these have 
been orchestrated by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi "to buy good-
will" with US President Donald 
Trump through Starlink's owner 
Elon Musk.

The opposition party also said 
many questions remain and the 
most important one relates to na-
tional security.

Congress general secretary in-
charge communications Jairam 
Ramesh said that within literally 
12 hours both Airtel and Jio have 
announced partnerships with 
Starlink, seemingly overcoming all 
their objections to its entry into In-
dia - which they have been voicing 
for quite some time.

"It is abundantly clear that these 

partnerships have been orchestrat-
ed by none other than the PM him-
self to buy goodwill with President 
Trump through Starlink's owner 
Mr Elon Musk," Ramesh alleged.

"But many questions remain. 
Perhaps the most important one 
relates to national security. Who 
will have the power to switch con-
nectivity on or off when national 
security demands it? Will it be 
Starlink or its Indian partners? 
Will other satellite-based connec-
tivity providers also be permitted 
and on what basis?" the Congress 

leader said on X.
And, of course, the much larger 

question of Tesla manufacturing in 
India remains, he added.

Is there some commitment to it 
now that Starlink's entry into India 
has been facilitated, Ramesh asked.

Billionaire Mukesh Ambani's 
Jio Platforms struck a deal with 
SpaceX, the aerospace company 
led by Musk, to bring Starlink's 
broadband internet services to In-
dia, a surprise move that follows 
months of bickering over how 
Musk's venture should be granted 

spectrum rights.
The deal with Musk - considered 

the right-hand-man of US Presi-
dent Trump - came after telecom 
tycoon Sunil Bharti Mittal's Bharti 
Airtel signed a similar partnership 
deal with SpaceX.

Over the past few months, rivals 
Jio and Airtel had come together to 
demand an auction for awarding 
spectrum for satellite services in 
India as they feared an adminis-
trative allocation would give Musk 
airwaves at a price lower than 
what they had paid via auctions in 
the past.

Jio will offer Starlink equip-
ment in retail outlets and online 
stores and also support custom-
er installation and activation on 
devices. Jio and SpaceX will also 
explore how they can boost each 
other's offerings.

Partnerships orchestrated by Modi to 
appease Trump: Cong on Starlink deals

But many questions remain. Perhaps the most important one 
relates to national security. Who will have the power to switch 

connectivity on or off when national security demands it? Will it be 
Starlink or its Indian partners? Will other satellite-based connectivity 
providers also be permitted and on what basis?
— Jairam Ramesh, Congress general secretary in-charge 
communications

PTI, NEW DELHI: Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu 
has given her approval for 
the registration of an FIR 
against AAP leaders Man-
ish Sisodia and Satyendar 
Jain in an alleged scam of 
Rs 2,000 crore in the con-
struction of classrooms in 
Delhi government schools, 
sources said.

In 2022, the Delhi 
government's vigilance 
directorate recom-
mended a probe into 
the alleged scam and 
submitted a report to 
the chief secretary.

The President has given 
her approval for register-
ing the FIR against Siso-
dia and Jain in connection 
with the alleged scam dur-
ing their tenures as minis-
ters in the Arvind Kejriw-

al-led Delhi government, 
the sources said.

The Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC), in a 
report dated February 17, 
2020, highlighted "glaring 
irregularities" in the con-
struction of classrooms in 
Delhi government schools 
by the Public Works De-
partment (PWD).

The President's approv-

al came under Section 17A 
of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act that pertains 
to "enquiry or inquiry or 
investigation of offences 
relatable to recommen-
dations made or decision 
taken by public servant in 
discharge of official func-
tions or duties".

Reacting to the develop-
ment, senior AAP leader 

Prez nod for FIR against AAP’s 
Manish Sisodia, Satyendar Jain

Saurabh Bharadwaj ac-
cused the BJP of carrying 
out a witch-hunt against its 
political rivals.

The BJP has no interest or 
intention to fulfil the prom-
ises it made to the people 
of Delhi. Its only agenda is 
to carry out a witch-hunt 
against its political rivals 
to stifle the voice of people, 
the former minister said in 
a statement.CLASSROOM 

‘SCAM’

Will not bow down: Sisodia
PTI, NEW DELHI: Senior AAP leader Manish Sisodia 
on Thursday said he will not bow down no matter 
how many cases the BJP-led central government files 
against him, hours after the President approved regis-
tration of an FIR against him in a Rs 2,000-crore class-
room "scam".

"It has come to my attention that the central govern-
ment has filed an FIR against me and Satyendar Jain re-
garding the construction of school buildings and class-
rooms," Sisodia said in a statement.

"I want to tell the BJP and the central government 
that file as many cases as you want. Whether it is 
against me, Satyendar Jain, Atishi, Arvind Kejriwal, or 
any other AAP  leader, we will not bow down before the 
BJP," the former education minister said. 

PTI, BENGALURU: The Enforce-
ment Directorate on Thursday raid-
ed multiple locations in Bengaluru 
and some other places as part of a 
money laundering probe linked to 
probe "larger conspiracy" into an 
alleged gold smuggling racket in 
which an actor was recently arrest-
ed by the DRI in Karnataka, official 
sources said.

A case has been filed under the 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) taking cognisance of a re-
cent Central Bureau of Investigation 

(CBI) FIR and a Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence (DRI) case in which 
actor Ranya Rao was arrested, the 
sources said.

The probe aims to look at the 
larger conspiracy of gold smuggling 
through airports and the generation 
of proceeds of crime by various peo-
ple, including influential persons, 
government officials and "politically 
exposed persons", they said.

Multiple locations in Karnata-
ka, including Bengaluru, are being 
searched, according to the sources.

The DRI had arrested Rao after 
seizing gold bars worth Rs 12.56 
crore from her at the Kempegowda 
International Airport here after she 
arrived from Dubai on March 3.

The actor is the stepdaughter of 
senior IPS officer Ramachandra Rao, 
who currently serves as the Chair-
man and Managing Director of the 
Karnataka State Police Housing and 
Infrastructure Development Corpo-
ration Limited.

The police officer has denied any 
links with her alleged illegal activities.

ED conducts raids in gold smuggling 
case involving Karnataka actor, others

PTI, DHAR (MP): Seven 
persons were killed and 
three injured after a gas 
tanker collided with a 
car and a jeep in Madhya 

Pradesh's Dhar district, po-
lice said on Thursday.

The incident took 
place at around 11 pm on 
Wednesday.

7 killed as gas tanker collides 
with 2 vehicles in MP

PTI, NEW DELHI/BENGALURU: ISRO on Thursday 
said it has accomplished de-docking of the SpaDeX 
satellites, clearing the way for future missions such 
as exploring the moon, human spaceflight, and 
building its own space station.

Union Minister Jitendra Singh announced the 
successful de-docking of satellites in a post on 'X'.

"SpaDeX satellites accomplished the unbeliev-
able de-docking. This paves the way for smooth 
conduct of ambitious future missions including the 
Bharatiya Antriksha Station, Chandrayaan 4 & Gag-
anyaan," Singh said.

"Congrats team ISRO. And heartening for every 
Indian," he said.

Singh said Prime Minster Narendra Modi's con-
tinuous patronage keeps the spirits soaring.

The SpaDeX mission was launched on December 
30 last year when the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) placed in orbit two satellites — 
SDX01 and SDX02 — to demonstrate the docking 
experiment in space.

After several attempts, the space agency success-
fully docked the two satellites on January 16.

Later in a statement, ISRO said that after the un-
docking, it has planned further experiments with 
satellites.

“The SPADEX satellites were successfully docked 
on 16 January 2025. ISRO has now accomplished 
the pivotal operation of undocking of SPADEX sat-
ellites in the very first attempt on 13th March, 2025 
at 09:20 Hrs (ISD),” ISRO said in a statement.

ISRO achieves de-docking 
of SpaDeX satellites

Delhi: Fire at 
biryani chain 

outlet injures 6
PTI, NEW DELHI: An LPG 
cylinder leakage in the 
kitchen of a popular biry-
ani chain ignited a fire 
Thursday afternoon, leav-
ing three staff members 
and as many customers in-
jured, a Delhi Fire Services 
(DFS) official here said. 

The fire started from the 
kitchen of the Bikkgane 
Biryani at Connaught 
Place here around 11:30 
am and six fire tenders 
were rushed to the scene 
to control the blaze.

Restaurant staff Mahin-
dra (25) sustained 81% 
burn injuries, while Piyush 
(31) and Deepak (39) have 
suffered 70% burns, the 
DFS official said. The three 
staff were working in the 
kitchen of the restaurant 
at the time of the incident.

The fire official said that 
three customers – Md Alam 
(21), Sairuddhin (28) and 
Janak (26) – were sitting 
close to the kitchen and 
suffered upto 30% burns.

Parl Panel says 23 
Yamuna sites fail 
water quality test
PTI, NEW DELHI: A par-
liamentary panel has said 
the Yamuna river's capaci-
ty to sustain life have been 
found to be almost non-ex-
istent in the Delhi stretch, 
noting that 23 out of the 
33 monitored sites, includ-
ing six in the national cap-
ital, failed to meet primary 
water quality standards.

The Yamuna flows 
through a 40 km stretch 
in Delhi, entering at Palla 
from Haryana and exiting 
at Asgarpur into UP.

The dissolved oxygen 
(DO) levels, which reflect 
the river's capacity to sus-
tain life, were found to be 
almost non-existent in the 
Delhi stretch, the parlia-
mentary standing com-
mittee on water resources 
said in its report tabled in 
Parliament on Tuesday.

The panel warned that 
despite the construction 
and upgrade of sewage 
treatment plants in Delhi 
and UP, pollution levels re-
main alarmingly high.


