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Punjab Police crack down on drug 
smugglers; 118 nabbed in statewide raids

PTI, CHANDIGARH:  
Punjab Police on Wednes-
day said it arrested 118 
drug smugglers in raids 
at 543 locations as part 
of its ongoing anti-drug 
drive.  In all, police have 
nabbed 658 drug smug-
glers in the past 12 days, 
it said. Police also recov-
ered 994 grams of heroin, 

4,633 intoxicant tablets 
or injections and Rs 1.47 
lakh cash from the pos-
session of arrested drug 
smugglers.

The operation was con-
ducted on the directions of 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav si-
multaneously across Pun-
jab's districts.

Special DGP Arpit Shukla 
said more than 250 police 
teams, comprising over 
1,600 police personnel, 
conducted these raids and 
checked 659 "suspicious 
persons" during the day-
long operation.

Police also checked out 
281 pharmaceutical shops 
in five districts.

 – Fatehgarh Sahib, Com-

missionerate Police Lu-
dhiana, Ludhiana Rural, 
Khanna and Malerkotla – 
to ensure that they were 
not selling intoxicating 
tablets or any other hab-
it-forming drugs.

Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann has 
set a deadline of three 
months to make the 
state drug-free.

PTI, PATNA: Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar on 
Wednesday came under 
a no-holds-barred attack 
from the opposition RJD af-
ter he engaged in a verbal 
duel with his predecessor 
Rabri Devi inside the state 
legislative council.

An unprecedented spat 
was witnessed between 
the two septuagenarians 
after which Rabri Devi 
staged a walkout and ac-
cused the chief minister of 
having come to the House 
after consuming "bhang" 
(cannabis) while her son 
Tejashwi Yadav, a former 
deputy CM, demanded the 
resignation of his ex-boss 
whom he charged with 
"gesticulating at female 
legislators".

Trouble began when 
Shashi Yadav, an MLC of 
the CPI(ML), an RJD ally, 
rose in her chair to submit 
before the House that she 
was not satisfied with the 
government's reply to her 
question.

Kumar, who is also a 
member of the upper 
house, reacted, while still 
seated, with the remark, 
"The government is doing 
so much. The earlier gov-
ernments did nothing."

This irked Rabri Devi, 
the leader of the opposi-
tion, who rose to inter-
vene, saying "You claim 
no work was done before 
you took over. Please 

summon the records of 
that period. You will un-
derstand better."

Kumar, who had demon-
strated his quick temper 
before the House earlier 
this week, sprang to his 
feet and vehemently began 
to reiterate his point.

Rabri Devi reacted with 
the taunt, "According to 
you, women did not even 
wear clothes before 2005, 
when you became the chief 
minister."

The allusion was to a 
faux pas made by the JD(U) 
president more than once 
in recent past, while trying 
to underscore his push for 
empowering women.

Kumar, however, dug in 
his heels, dismissed the 
charge by the opposition 
that he was disrespectful 
towards women.

"Never before have 
women got so much of 
respect as they are get-
ting now," asserted the 
CM who also twisted 
the knife by pointing to-
wards Rabri Devi, with 
the remark, "What did 
they do for women? Her 
husband made her the 
chief minister when he 
ran into trouble."

Notably, Rabri Devi first 
became the chief minister 
in 1997 when her husband 
Lalu Prasad, the RJD presi-
dent, had to resign, follow-
ing a CBI charge-sheet in 
the fodder scam.

After spat with Nitish, 
Rabri Devi alleges CM 

high on cannabis

MORE OBITUARY ON PAGE 11


