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LoP in the Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly Jai Ram 
Thakur meets Minister 
Vikramaditya Singh 
before the start of the 
state Assembly‘s Budget 
session, in Shimla

People gather at the site 
after a goods train struck 
an ambulance when it was 
crossing the railway line 
and dragged it for about 
100 metres before coming 
to a stop, in Odisha

Employees during the 
breakthrough of the 
Tunnel Boring Machine 
(TBM) at the Patna 
Junction station site of 
the Patna Metro, in Patna 

Students come out 
of an exam centre 
after appearing for 
the CBSE class 12th 
board examination, in 
Gurugram, Haryana

DAZZLING DISPLAY

PTI, CHENNAI:  Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K Stalin on 
Tuesday dubbed the Na-
tional Education Policy a 
"destructive Nagpur plan" 
and reiterated that the state 
would not accept it even if 
the union government was 
to provide Rs 10,000 crore.

Addressing a government 
event at Chengelpet near 
here, Stalin said: "Yester-
day, you would have seen 
Parliamentary proceedings 
on television. He is talk-
ing arrogantly that Tamil 
Nadu would be provided 
Rs 2,000 crore only if Hindi 
and Sanskrit are accepted. 
Who? It was Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan."

The state was opposing 
the National Education 
Policy since it would com-

pletely destroy the growth 
of education in Tamil Nadu.

"The NEP, rather than try-
ing to bring students into 
education, has all action 
plans to ease students out of 
education," he alleged.

Assailing the NEP for al-
lowing dominance of the 
union government in the 
matter of education, he 

listed several reasons for 
opposing it.

Injecting communalism 
into education, privatisa-
tion of education, creating 
a situation wherein only 
the rich could access higher 
education, public examina-
tion even for small children, 
NEET-like entrance exami-
nation for arts, science and 

engineering courses were 
among the reasons, the 
chief minister alleged.

Only after considering all 
such factors, Tamil Nadu 
became firm that it would 
not accept the NEP.

Reiterating his accusa-
tion that Pradhan black-
mailed the state to accept 
NEP for release of funds, 
the chief minister said he 
had already made it cat-
egorical that Tamil Nadu 
would not accept it.

"I had said categorically 
in no uncertain terms that 
we will not accept your de-
structive Nagpur plan even 
if you provide Rs 10,000 
crore (by going beyond ap-
proximately Rs 2,000 crore, 
due to the state). I am say-
ing that again here," the 
chief minister affirmed.

NEP destructive Nagpur plan, 
will not accept it, says Stalin

FIR filed for attack on ED vehicle after raids 
at Baghel’s house
PTI, RAIPUR:  The 
Durg Police has filed 
an FIR into an inci-
dent of obstructing 
and stoning of a ve-
hicle that was part of 
the Enforcement Di-
rectorate team that 
searched the residence 
of former Chhattisgarh 
chief minister and sen-
ior Congress leader 
Bhupesh Baghel in a 
case against his son, 
official sources said.

The complaint has 
been filed at the 'Old 
Bhilai' police station 
in the said district on 
Monday night by the 
driver of the private ve-
hicle.

The ED had raided 
Baghel's residence in 
Bhilai's Mansarovar 
Colony and 13 other 
locations in Durg as 
part of a money laun-
dering investigation 

against his son Chaitanya 
Baghel in an alleged liquor 
scam case. 

The searches went on for 
about eight hours during 
which the ED seized about 
Rs 30 lakh in cash and 
some documents, accord-
ing to sources.

Injecting communalism 
into education, 

privatisation of education, 
creating a situation wherein 
only the rich could access 
higher education, public 
examination even for small 
children, NEET-like entrance 
examination for arts, science 
and engineering courses were among the reasons
– M K Stalin, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

Artists perform during the opening ceremony of the World Para Athletics Grand Prix  2025, in 
New Delhi

PTI, MUMBAI:  With Ma-
harashtra recording an 
average death of over 40 
people per day in road ac-
cidents, the state govern-
ment on Tuesday said it 
plans to introduce testing 
kits to assess if a driver has 
consumed drugs.           This 
was informed by state 
Transport Minister Pratap 
Sarnaik in the state assem-
bly in reply to a question.

Admitting that the num-
ber of deaths due to road 
accidents is increasing, Sar-
naik said the state has not 
been able to implement the 
highway Intelligent Traffic 
Management System.

Under this system, tech-
nology like CCTV cam-

eras, sensors, and Artifi-
cial Intelligence is used 
to monitor and manage 
traffic flow on highways 
in real-time, aiming to re-
duce congestion, improve 
safety, and provide drivers 
with essential information 
about road conditions.

Giving details, Saranaik 
said that the number of ac-
cidents in 2022 was 33,383 
(91 per day), in 2023 it was 
35,243 (96 per day) and 
rose to 36,084 in 2024.

The figures of deaths in 
these road accidents were 
15,224 in 2022 (41 per 
day), 15,366 in 2023 (ap-
proximately 42 per day) 
and 15,225 (approximately 
42 per day).

Maha govt to 
introduce drug test 
kits for safer roads

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court has said 
bureaucrats couldn't be al-
lowed to "frustrate grass-
root democracy" and up-
held a Bombay High Court 
order reinstating a woman 
as the sarpanch of a Maha-
rashtra village.

A bench of Justices 
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar 
Singh said it noticed sev-
eral recent instances from 
the state where bureau-
crats misbehaved with the 
elected representatives of 
Panchayats.

"We have given judge-

ments in two-three cases 
where babus were found 
to be misbehaving with the 
elected representatives. This 
is happening typically in 
Maharashtra. These babus 
should be under the elected 
representatives. These bu-
reaucrats cannot be allowed 
to frustrate the grass root 
democracy," it said.

The court also came 
across bureaucrats trying 
to open old cases to dis-
qualify elected represent-
atives especially at grass-
root level.

"They (bureaucrats) try 

to open old cases like your 
grandfather has encroached 
upon government land and 
hence you are disqualified," 
Justice Surya Kant told the 
counsel for Archana Sachin 
Bhosale, whose election as the 
sarpanch was set aside by the 
high court on January 29.

Reinstating Kalavati Ra-
jendra Kokale as the sar-
panch, the top court upheld 
the high court quashing the 
June 7, 2024 order of the 
collector of Raigad district 
declaring a vacancy for the 
post of sarpanch in village 
Ainghar, Taluka-Roha.

Bureaucrats can’t be allowed to 
frustrate grassroot democracy: SC

PTI, BHOPAL: Congress 
MLAs on Tuesday staged 
a protest by carrying plas-
tic snakes in the Madhya 
Pradesh assembly com-
plex, alleging that the 
ruling BJP was sitting on 
government job vacancies 
"like a serpent".

A state minister later 
called the Congress' act 
"shameful" and said the 
opposition was misusing 
the Vidhan Sabha premis-
es for a "photo-op".

Before the state budget 
session proceedings for 
the day commenced, Con-
gress MLAs, led by Leader 
of Opposition Umang Sin-
ghar, gathered in front of 
Mahatma Gandhi's statue 
in the assembly building 
while carrying plastic 
snakes in baskets and 
placards.

They raised slogans, ac-
cusing the government of 
failing to provide jobs to 
the youth of the state.

Singhar claimed unem-
ployment was rising in 
the state.

The youth were run-
ning from pillar to post for 

jobs, while recruitments 
have been stopped in 
government departments 
like police, education, ir-
rigation and health, he 
further claimed.

"The BJP government 
is biting the youth like a 
snake in the name of jobs. 
This government is sitting 
like a serpent on jobs," the 
LoP charged. 

"Hence, we held this sym-
bolic protest to awaken the 
government on the issue of 
unemployment," he said.

The Congress leader 
claimed that more than 
70,000 posts are lying 
vacant in the education 
department alone, but the 
government has not paid 
attention.

Reacting to the protest 
by Congress MLAs, state 
cabinet minister Vishwas 
Sarang claimed the oppo-
sition leaders were mis-
using the assembly build-
ing premises for a "photo 
opportunity" and to draw 
media attention.

MP: Cong MLAs protest with plastic 
snakes, accuse govt of hoarding jobs

Congress MP Karti Chidambaram, DMK MP Tiruchi Siva, 
MDMK chief Vaiko and other MPs stage a protest against the 
BJP-led central government during the Budget session of 
Parliament, in New Delhi

PTI, NAGARKURNOOL 
(TELANGANA):  A ro-
bot equipped with an 
AI-based camera joined 
the operation on Tues-
day to locate the seven 
people trapped inside 
the partially collapsed 
Srisailam Left Bank Ca-
nal (SLBC) tunnel since 
February 22.

A team from a Hyder-
abad-based robotics 
company, along with a 
robot equipped with an 
AI-based camera, entered 
the tunnel on Tuesday 
morning. Additionally, 
110 rescue personnel 
were deployed, an official 
statement said.

The Telangana govern-
ment has decided to de-
ploy robots to minimise 
risks to rescue personnel, 
as water and slush inside 
the tunnel pose significant 
challenges.

TELANGANA TUNNEL 
COLLAPSE

Robot with AI-
based camera 
joins search 
operation
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