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‘Fake’ sexual harassment plaint: ITI

staffer seeks action against his boss

Moves Labour Court seeking to quash the report/decision of Internal
Complaints Committee and to hold the principal liable for making false
complaint; principal refutes allegations against him
APPEAL FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION

m Petitioner Shriniwas Shinde prayed that Directorate of
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship be directed to
initiate disciplinary action against principal Dattaprasad
Palni for making false and malicious complaint

m Shinde said ICC ignored the fact that Palni had taken
advantage of the disability of the woman staff by threaten-

Team Herald

PANJIM: Aggrieved by
the false sexual harass-
ment complaint, a Low-
er Division Clerk (LDC)
employed at the Govern-
ment ITI, Altinho-Panjim,
has now approached the
Industrial Tribunal and
Labour Court, Panjim,
seeking to quash and set
aside the report/deci-
sion of the Internal Com-
plaints Committee (ICC)
and to hold the principal
liable for action for mak-
ing false and malicious
complaint against him by
taking advantage and us-
ing a woman staff.

When contacted, princi-
pal Dattaprasad Palni re-
futed all the allegations and

ing her with dire consequences

m The woman staff had identified that the principal was the
perpetrator and confirmed it on two occasions

m ICCrecorded these facts in its report and yet ignored

m Shinde said the principal instigated and forced the wom-
an staff to file the false sexual harassment complaint

case against him.

In his appeal, petition-
er Shriniwas Shinde has
prayed that the Directo-
rate of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship be
directed to initiate discipli-

pal Dattaprasad Palni for
the serious misconduct and
for making false and mali-
cious complaint.

According to the petition-
er, the ICC ignored the fact
that Palni had taken advan-

woman staff by influencing
and threatening her with

dire consequences. This
was a clear case of criminal
intimidation.

The ICC could not write
in its conclusion that the
perpetrator was  “un-
known” as this is not fac-
tually true. The woman
staff had identified that
the principal was the
perpetrator and she con-
firmed it on two occasions.
These facts were recorded
by the ICC in its report and
yet ignored.

The ICC wanted to pro-
tect the principal for rea-
sons best known to it.
However, it could not have
waived off any penalties as
recorded since the present
case covered by Section 15

The petitioner has stat- :
ed that once it came to !
light that it was the prin-
cipal who instigated and :
forced the woman staff to :
file the false sexual harass- :
ment complaint, the ICC :
had to recommend disci- :
plinary action against the :

principal.

Meanwhile, the Goa Gov-
Employees
Association president Anil :
Bhonsle has demanded an :
independent inquiry into :
principal Palni’s actions for :

ernment ITI

justice be done to Shinde.

He said that Palni’s con- :
duct has been unfair and :
harassing the staff. He al- :
leged that the principal cre- :
ated a conspiracy against
Shinde and demanded his :
suspension to prevent fur- :

claimed that it was a fake nary action against princi- tage of the disability of the of the Act, Shinde said. ther harm to the staff.
Double tracking, = DIRTY PICTURE
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Porvorim shrine 7
demolition issue
raised in LS

Team Herald

PANJIM: South Goa MP
Capt Viriato Fernandes on
Monday raised the issue of
demolition of the Dev Kha-
preshwar at Porvorim in
the Lok Sabha.

Fernandes said that Goa
was becoming a coal hub
and highways and rail-
ways are being expanded
to send the coal to other
States. Goa is getting de-
stroyed in the bargain, he
alleged.

He also said that those
opposing the Dev Kha-
preshwar shrine dem-
olition and the double
tracking work on private
property including the Vel-
sao-Pale-Issorcim woman
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Confined & exploited, Goan
youth among 283 Indians

rescued from Myanmar

In Myanmar, he was confined within a compound,
heavily guarded and isolated, police said; subjected
to work 14-hour shifts daily without weekly off

Team Herald

PANJIM: A Goan youth, who
was allegedly trapped on
pretext of providing a job in
Thailand and later subject-
ed to exploitative working
conditions in Myanmar is
among 283 Indian nation-
als rescued by the Ministry
Of External Affairs (MEA)
from Myanmar.

According to police, in
January 2025, the victim, a
young engineering gradu-
ate from Goa, seeking over-
seas employment, came
across a recruitment adver-
tisement on Instagram for a
call centre job in Thailand.

The job offer included
attractive terms such as
free accommodation, food,
and a monthly salary of Rs
60,000. The recruitment
process was conducted en-
tirely online, with the indi-
vidual communicating with
the agent via WhatsApp,
without any direct interac-
tion. The agent facilitated
his travel arrangements,
including the flight booking
to Bangkok.

Upon arrival in Thailand
on a tourist visa on January
14, 2025, the youth was in-
itially accommodated at a
resort in Mae Sot. However,
the following day, he was
clandestinely transported
across the border into My-
anmar via a river crossing.
Upon reaching Myanmar,
he was confined within a
secured compound, heavily

salary of Rs 60,000

EXPLOITATIVE WORKING CONDITIONS

m The job offer included free accommodation, food and

B Recruitment process was conducted online, with the
individual communicating with the agent via WhatsApp.

m The agent facilitated his travel arrangements, includ-
ing the flight booking to Bangkok.

m After arriving in Thailand on a tourist visa on Jan 14, he
was accommodated at a resort in Mae Sot

m Was clandestinely transported across the border into
Myanmar via a river crossing.

B In Myanmar, he was confined within a secured com-
pound, heavily guarded and isolated, police said

B Subjected to exploitative working conditions, being
required to work 14-hour shifts daily without weekly off

m His role involved sending mass messages to potential
victims, primarily US citizens using fraudulent pretexts

guarded and isolated, with
no means of independent
movement, police said.

Subsequently, he was
subjected to exploitative
working conditions, being
required to work 14-hour
shifts daily without any
weeKkly off. He was assigned
to a team under a foreign
national acting as a su-
pervisor. His role involved
sending mass messages to
hundreds of potential vic-
tims, primarily US citizens,
using fraudulent pretexts.
Any responses received
were escalated to senior
operatives who engaged in
further deceptive practices,
including investment fraud
and honey trapping, police
added.

Meanwhile, Cyber Crime

SP Rahul Gupta said, “It is
again reiterated that for-
eign-based jobs should
only be applied through
MEA registered agents. In
all other cases, there is a
high chance of fraud. Citi-
zens must stay vigilant and
report any such suspecting
agents to Cyber Police Sta-
tion or local Police Station.
Citizens can report through
the 1930 helpline or Cyber-
crime.gov.in website.”

It may be noted that Goa
NRI Commissioner Naren-
dra Sawaikar had informed
local media last month
that eight Goans have been
stranded in Thailand af-
ter they were lured by the
promise of lucrative jobs
and that efforts were on to
rescue them.

Police conduct
tenant verification
drive in North Goa

Team Herald

Discarded tender coconut shells dumped just metres away from the entrance of Goa Medical College and Hospital, Bambolim

sarpanch had been booked
by the police.

“Irony would be today
we are again becoming :
slaves of a trade which has :
come by sea, where the :
coal is brought from Aus- :
tralia and when it comes :
to the Mormugao Port :
Authority (MPA), and to :
take it to other States, they :
(authorities) are expand- :
ing railway tracks. In the :
bargain Goa is getting de- :
stroyed,” he said. :

Fernandes pointed out :
that even the iconic Dev :
Khapreshwar temple at :
Porvorim was demolished :
to facilitate expansion :
works (to transport coal). :
Even the local authorities :
have become agents of the :
Central agencies to sup- :
press the people’s agita- :
tion, he charged. 5

State ST chief calls for registering FIR

against four Azossim residents

Team Herald

PANJIM: Taking note of com-
plaints of atrocities under
the Scheduled castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act, the
Goa Commissioner for SC/ST
Deepak Karmalkar has rec-
ommended to the SP North
to register an FIR and to take
necessary action against four
persons from Azossim.

The Goa Commission for
SC/ST has directed com-
plainant Devu Mashelkar
of Azossim to approach SP
North and to submit the

required information and
documents, so as to register
the complaint.

Mashelkar had filed a
complaint on November 29,
2018 against four respond-
ents Atmanand Parab, Sat-
yavan Parab, Vimal Chari
and Baburao Naik, under
Section 3(1)(p) and 3(1)(q)
of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act, 1989,
for filing a false complaint
against Mashelkar and his
family and thereby causing
harassment through gov-
ernment authorities.

All the respondents were
neighbours of the complain-
ant. On August 10, 2018, the
four respondents filed a false
complaint against Mashelkar
to the Azossim-Mandur
sarpanch.Further the re-
spondents filed an appli-
cation before the village
panchayat for construction
of a compound wall of their
house mentioning that the
complainant was discharg-
ing wastewater causing nui-
sance to the residents.

Mashelkar claimed that
the complaint was false
and that the government

authorities for this reason :

were harassing him.

The panchayat neither is- :
sued any licence to construct :
the compound wall nor took
any action on the complaint, :
but showed that the com- :
plaint filed by the respond- :

ents was totally false.

It proves that the re- :
spondents were wilfully !
making complaint to harass :
Mashelkar belonging to the :
ST community, which at- :
tracted offence under Sec- :
tions 3(1)(p) and 3(1) (q) :
of the SC and ST(Prevention :

of Atrocities) Act.

Smart City works force change in Shigmo route
Parade will be held on DB Road mstead of traditional 18th June Road

Team Herald

PANJIM: Blame it on the
Smart City works. This year
there is a change in the route
of Shigmotsav parade in the
state’s capital. The parade
will be held on D B Road, in-
stead of the traditional route
on 18th June Road.

The city residents will
witness the vibrant colours
and music, as the Shigmot-
sav festivities will begin with
Gulalotsav at Azad Maidan
on March 14, followed by a
grand parade on March 22,
and a 5-day entertainment
programme at Azad Maidan
from March 19 to 23.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Shrinivas Dempo,
President of Panjim Shig-
motsav Samiti said this
year, the Shigmotsav parade
will be held on D B Road,
instead of the traditional
route on 18th June Road
due to Smart City works.

“We are changing the
route as we do not have an
option. We have been told by
the Corporation of the City of
Panaji (CCP) also the shift to
route from Old Secretariat to

FILEPHOTOS

(Left) A dance troupe performs during the Panjlm Shlgmo parade (nght) A float featurlng scenes from Hindu mythology

Campal. It will be the route
which was used for the Car-
nival parade,” he said.

However, he requested
CCP Mayor Rohit Monser-
rate to ensure that the tradi-
tional route is made availa-
ble for Shigmotsav next year.

CCP Mayor Rohit Mon-
serrate said that there
will be a five-day long pro-
gramme at Azad Maidan as
hosted last year.

He said D B Road is the
best option to hold Shig-
motsav as Smart City works

are underway in the city.
Dempo said, “Panaji Shig-
motsav Samiti has been
organising Shigmotsav for
the last 37 years with an
aim to showcase the art and
culture of rural parts of the
State. Panaji Shigmotsav
Samiti is the first Samiti in
the State which has made
such efforts. It feels very
good to see that now almost
in all parts of the State Shig-
motsav is held. Gulalotsav
will be celebrated on March
14, 2025, and I call upon

people of the State to par-
ticipate in it.”

He said on March 19
there will be an orchestra,
while on March 20 a drama
will be staged followed by a
religious song programme
on March 21.

Stating that Lavni will be
held on March 23, Dempo
said three artists namely
Santosh Gaokar, Mahadev
Datta Naik and Avito Fer-
nandes will be felicitated
on the same.

He said three rolling

trophies will be awarded :
on the occasion. The roll- :
ing trophies are Chitrap- :
at Category, instituted by :
Mangaldas Naik, in mem- :
ory of his mother late Sri- :

mati Putu Naik, Romtamel,

a category instituted by :
Kishor Narvekar, in mem- :
ory of his brother late Kr- i
ishna V Narvekar and Folk :
Dance Category, instituted :
by Sunil Naik, in memory :
of his father Late Anant B :
Naik and mother late Sush- :

ilabai A Naik.
-l .

PANJIM: The police in
North Goa conducted a ten-
ant verification and labour
verification drive at vari-
ous locations in North Goa
on Monday.

According to the police,
during the drive verification
of 278 tenants and 1,274 la-
bourers was carried out.

The police stations un-
der whose jurisdiction the
verification drives were
conducted were Panjim,
Old Goa, Agacaim, Mapusa,
Anjuna, Colvale, Porvorim,
Calangute, Saligao, Pernem,
Mandrem, Mopa Airport,
Bicholim and Valpoi.

Labour Verification
Camps were organised at
various construction sites
and workplaces. Similarly,
the police stations under
whose jurisdictions the
tenant verification drive
was conducted included
Panjim, Old Goa, Mapusa
and Colvale.

The tenant verification
camps were organised at
KTC Bus Stand, Panjim,
Karmali Railway Station,

POLICE LABOURERS
STATIONS  VERIFIED
Panjim 65
Old Goa 490
Agacaim 22
Mapusa 30
Anjuna 63
Colvale 13
Porvorim 125
Calangute 47
Saligao n
Pernem 65
Mandrem 84
Mopa Airport 70
Bicholim 69
Valpoi 60
POLICE TENANTS
STATIONS VERIFIED
Panjim 40
Old Goa 160
Mapusa 40
Colvale 38| :
Mapusa KTC Bus Stand and :

Thivim Railway Station.

According to police, for

the current year till date,

11,465 tenants and 6,059
helps) :
have been verified in North

servants(house

Goa District.

KRCL, MoRTH
ink MoU on NH
tunnel projects

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Konkan
Railway Corporation Lim-
ited (KRCL) and the Min-
istry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH)
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) at
Transport Bhawan, New
Delhi, for Technological
Collaboration on Tun-

nel Projects on National :

Highways, on Tuesday.

The MoU was signed by :
Santosh Kumar Jha, Chair- |
man and Managing Direc- :
tor of KRCL, and Sudip :
Choudhary, Director Gen- :
eral (Road Development) :
and Special Secretary (in- :
in the :
presence of senior officials :

charge), MoRTH,

from both organisations.

The partnership aims :
to leverage KRCL's exper- :

tise in tunnel safety audits :
and recommend remedial :
measures for tunnel pro- :
jects, along with other ar- :
eas of mutual benefit on
National Highways. This :
collaboration is expected :
to enhance safety stand-
ards and ensure the seam-
less execution of tunnel :

projects under MoRTH.

Officials to
fast-track Forest
Rights cases: CM

Team Herald

PANJIM: Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant on Tues-
day said that officials have
been directed to fast-track
pending cases, ensuring
the expedited issuance of
Land Rights Sanads to eli-
gible beneficiaries.

In a post on X (formerly
Twitter), the Chief Minis-
ter said, “Chaired a meet-
ing with Forest Rights
Claimants in the presence
of the North Goa Collec-
tor, officials and claimants
from Sattari and North Goa
to address matters related
to land rights claims.”

Sawant said he empha-
sised the need for swift
resolution and directed
officials to fast-track pend-
ing cases, ensuring the ex-
pedited issuance of Land
Rights Sanads to eligible
beneficiaries.

In January this year, a sen-
ior government official had
told O Heraldo that the gov-
ernment is actively working
to reduce the backlog of for-
est settlement rights cases
in the State, with State-level
executive committee meet-
ings now being held more
frequently.

“We are very serious
about reducing the num-
ber of pending cases.
State-level executive com-
mittee meetings are now
being held frequently, un-
like before,” the official
had said. Last year, the
High Court of Bombay at
Goa directed the State gov-
ernment to determine and
settle the rights and claims
of Scheduled Tribes (STs)
and other forest dwellers
as per the law within 12
months. This directive was
part of the Court’s order
dated July 24, 2023 con-
cerning the notification of
a Tiger Reserve.

PRIME PLOTS FOR SALE IN & AROUND MARGAO

® 3000m2 & Above PLOTS (2 Nos.) on Goa Bottling to Fatorda
Stadium Road, near Sincro Hotel & PWD, FATORDA.

B 700m2 PLOT with Ground+3 BUNGALOW near Nagesh

m Garden, above old Hospicio Hospital, Alto Monte, MARGAO.

m 725m2 PLOT opp. KTC, near Rebello Hospital, MARGAO.
10,000m2 PLOT near Marriott Fairfield, walking distance from

m beach at BENAULIM.

m 10,000m2 PLOT with large frontage, near Church, RAIA.
m 10,000m2 PLOT near Salgaonkar Catering College, RAIA.
m 12,000m2 PLOT with Sanad, near Tropica & Umiya Mercado,

on KHAREBAND - VARCA Road.
Interested Owners Kindly Contact (BROKERS EXCUSE)

SANDESH DAJI SINAI KUNDAIKER (RBSK)
Call- 9225902518; Whatsapp Only- 9225985518
Email- sandeshkundaiker@rediffmail.com

Sandeep Ads 7156953662



