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CONG REACTS TO ATISHI, SAYS
ALLIANCE TALK PREMATURE

Leaders say final call on coalition is high command’s; AAP state
chief feels Goans want alliance, but Cong ‘must put house in order’

Team Herald

PANJIM: A day after Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) lead-
er Atishi declared that the
party would fight elections
in Goa on its own, State
Congress leaders played
down the significance of
her statement, saying that
any call on an Opposition
alliance would be taken by
the party high command.
Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee (GPCC) pres-
ident Amit Patkar said, “I
don’t know in what context
she (Atishi) was speak-
ing - about Delhi and the
country, or only about Goa.
However, [ believe it is
premature at this moment
to discuss the alliance, as
there are still two years left
for the Assembly elections.
The decision regarding the
alliance will be made by
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the High Command and
[ am sure they will come
up with the right decision.
Additionally, the AAP Goa
President (Amit Palekar)
recently issued statements
regarding the alliance that
differed from what we are
hearing from Atishi. There-
fore, it is best that the Goa
AAP President also clarifies
their stance on this.”
Palekar, however, assert-
ed that first Congress has to

put its “house in order” be-
fore any talk of an alliance
can happen. “I am still say-
ing that the people of Goa
want an alliance but there
has to be a strong trust be-
tween the alliance partners.
There has to be trust-build-
ing not just in our minds
but also in the minds of the
people. Rahul Gandhi re-
cently mentioned that peo-
ple in Congress were work-
ing for BJP. Unless there is

trust, why will people re-
pose their faith in a party
that has given its MLAs to
the BJP? Today, of the 33
BJP MLAs in Goa, 31 were
originally in the Congress,”
the AAP Goa President said.

After the debacle in the
Delhi elections, Palekar
had spoken in favour of a
pre-poll alliance with the
Congress. But his state-
ment was opposed by Con-
gress brass Salcete taluka,

HOLI-DAY RUSH

PTI

e

Passengers aboard an overcrowded train amid rush ahead of the Hli festival, in Patna, Tuesday

-

Team Herald

PANJIM: The dispute
over the relocation of
the Khapreshwar tem-
ple seems to have been
resolved, with the gov-
ernment deciding to
instal ‘Dev Khapresh-
war’ at two locations.
Porvorim, MLA and
Minister Rohan Khaunte
confirmed this decision
following a meeting held
at the Chief Minister’s
residence to address the
disagreement between
two local groups.
Khaunte announced
that a dome will be con-
structed at the original
site of the Khapreshwar
temple. Simultaneous-
ly, a new Khapreshwar
temple will be built near
the Alcon showroom in

Pope no longer
in imminent

AP, ROME:
Pope Fran-
cis partic-
ipated re-
motely in
theVatican's
spiritual re-

treat Tuesday after getting :
good news from his doc- :
tors: They upgraded his :
prognosis and say he isno :
longer in imminent danger :
of death as a result of the :
double pneumonia that
has kept him hospitalised
for nearly a month in the :
longest and gravest threat :

to his 12-year papacy.

The 88-year-old pope
isn't out of the woods yet, !
however. Doctors are still :
cautious and have de- :
cided to keep him hospi-
talised for several more '
days to receive treatment,
not to mention a period :
of rehabilitation he will :

likely need.

But the doctors said he
remains stable and has :
improve-
recent days, :
according to blood tests :
and his good response to :
who
has chronic lung disease,
is still using supplemental :
oxygen during the day and :
a ventilation mask at night :

consolidated
ments in

treatment. Francis,

to help him breathe.
In an

et night.
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early update :
Tuesday, the Vatican said :
Francis was resuming his :
physical and respiratory
physiotherapy after a qui- :

off’ from trust that

PTI, MUMBAI: The char-
itable trust that runs
Mumbai's well-known Li-
lavati Hospital on Tuesday
alleged that funds to the
tune of over Rs 1,500 crore
were misappropriated by
its former trustees and oth-
er related individuals.

The Lilavati Kirtilal Mehta
Medical Trust (LKMMT) has
lodged separate complaints
with the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) and at the
Bandra Police Station in this
regard. It has also claimed
black magic was performed
in the hospital premises by
erstwhile trustees and relat-
ed individuals.

The complaints allege the
misappropriation, uncov-
ered during a forensic audit
of Lilavati Hospital's finan-
cial records, has impacted
the trust's operations and
healthcare services provid-
ed by the leading private
medical facility located in
upscale Bandra area.

"We filed complaints
which translated into FIRs
due to the orders of the
Bandra Magistrate Court.
More than three FIRs have
been filed against the for-
mer trustees and other re-
lated individuals. A fourth
proceeding against these
individuals is now pending
before the Learned Magis-
trate which is based on our

‘ The gross
misconduct and

financial misappropriation
uncovered during forensic
audit is not just a betrayal
of the trust placed in the
alleged and fraudulent
former trustees, but a
direct threat to the very
mission of our hospital

- Prashant Mehta,
LKMMT Permanent
Resident Trustee

complaint filed in the Ban-
dra Police Station for black
magic and occult practices,”
LKMMT Permanent Resi-
dent Trustee Prashant Me-
hta told reporters.

The Bandra Magistrate

Court has ordered an in-
quiry against these very
individuals, he added.

"We are committed to up-
holding the integrity of the
Lilavati Kirtilal Mehta Med-
ical Trust and ensuring that
funds meant for healthcare
services are used solely for
the benefit of patients who
rely on us daily.

"The gross misconduct
and financial misappro-
priation uncovered during
forensic audit is not just a
betrayal of the trust placed
in the alleged and fraudu-
lent former trustees, but
a direct threat to the very
mission of our hospital,
Mehta maintained.
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- Rs 1,500 cr ‘siphoned

danger: Doctors

runs Lilavati Hospital

particularly from Benaulim
and Velim constituencies.
AAP and the Congress
fought the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha polls as partners of the

INDIA Bloc, a factor that

helped the Grand Old Par-

ty retain the South Goa Lok

Sabha Seat. Some weeks
later, Congress extended its
support to AAP, helping the
party win the Benaulim Zilla
Panchayat (ZP).

All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) Goa desk in-
charge Manikrao Thakare

said, “I have no idea about

her (Atishi) statement.
Some AAP leaders were
expected to meet me but I
could not meet them. Dif-

ferent statements (about

alliance) are being made
but they are not official
statements.”
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Khapreshwar temple
to be at two locations

Socorro, where an idol of :

‘Dev Khapreshwar’ will be
ceremoniously  installed.
The government has as-
sured full support for both
projects.
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ATribute to the Women
. Who Sparkle in Every Role!

Avail Dazzling Deals Just For Her at Abharan!

Gold
uptoT500/- OFF

per gram on Making Charges
for Gold Ornaments*

Diamond

upto 11,000/~ OFF

per carat*

PANAJI: NEAR MAHALAXMI TEMPLE Ti
+91 6366385080

MARGAQ: OPP. NOBLE HOSPITAL, BORDA
+01 8123165077
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fIchievements

Financed 14,000+ MSME's in Goal.

Created 15L+ jobs & 3L+ indirect jobs.
Sanctioned 8,000+ CMRY loans, since 2001.

Development of Patto Plaza - A Prime Business

Location Of Goa.

Boost to self employment, entrepreneurship
and industrialization

Promoted Goa Electronics Limited (GEL),
supporting the e-governance initiatives of
the Government of Goai.

{oan Schemes

CMRY (Chief Minister's Rojgar Yojana) for
new & existing unit @ 2% p.o.*

* ot % %

Imparting Entreprenurial Education [ ]

Under EDC CSR Fund Initiative through
Association with Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India - Goa Centre

SUPPORTING
MSME IN GOA
EDC Loan
Schemes

GTEGP ( Goa Tribal Employment Generation Program)
@ 2% p.a * & 40% subsidy.

Special term loans for MSME's Professionals,
Construction sector etc.

All term loans eligible for interest rebate of upto 9% p.a.*
under MMIRS, effective interest rate as low as 0.5% p.a.*

Personal loan to Government employees (@ 10.50% p.a.*

OF SUPPORTING
MSME IN GOA

Entrepreneurship
Development

Institute of India
" Goa Centre

Silver

flat ¥ 3,000/- OFF

per kg on Making Charges
for Silver Articles

IE ORIGINAL ABHARAN®

TOLL FREE: 1800 5999 777
www.abharan.com

19

Operational
in Promotin
Programs in Goa for Supporting &
Mentoring Entrepreneurs

www.ediigoa.org

PROMOTING
INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT
Patto Plaza

SELF EMPLOYMENT
AMONG GOAN YOUTH
CMRY [ GTEGP Scheme

© goaede | € edc_goa | @ edcgoa | @ edc-limited-goa

Stores across 6 districts
in Karnataka & Goa

SW

MARCHING TOWARDS
G 0nSEI.F RELIANCE
[

*T&C Apply

from 2024 & actively involved
g Entrepreneurial Development

PROMOTING
ENTREPRENEURIAL
EDUCATION
EDP Program’s

www.edc-goa.com & 7722079569 & edcpandji@edc-goa.com

EDC Limited, EDC House, Dr. A. B. Road, Pangiji, Goa 403001



